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Christmas Around the World will be presented to the congregation on
Sunday, Dec. 22nd at 10:30 am. Our pageant will include the children, the youth, and a
few adults. Come and enjoy! Practices are: Saturday, Dec. 14 (9-11 am),
Saturday, Dec. 21 (9-11 am), and
Sunday, Dec. 22 (9-10:15 am)
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My Belize Experience
When we settled into our temporary home, the first thing I remember was the beauty. The
compound was composed of several, unairconditioned, buildings on top of an enormous hill. (The
couples building had air conditioning though!) When you stood on the edge and looked down there
was a clearing surrounded by dense jungle. I had never seen anything like it in my life. I had never
seen the poverty there either.
If you think have seen a destitute neighborhood you haven’t. Before we even left for the airport
I had been warned about the Belizians living state. It was so much worse than I imagined it. The
few people on the trip who had been to Belize before said the state of living had improved
dramatically since 1999 but to me this way of living was incomprehensible. The one store I saw in
the neighborhood had no door. Houses were not even comparable to American houses. Some
looked like they were made of nothing but sheet metal, and hardly any were not surrounded by a
fence. One house even had a thatched roof. When people say they have such a terrible house only
this big or that big, I can’t even. Looking back on the way Americans act about their homes, I am
starting to realize that we really do have everything. If we don’t have Central Air we at least have a
window air conditioner. We do not share one room with an entire family. People complain that
they have to share a room with their little sibling, but really it isn’t such a terrible thing compared
to what the poor people in Belize face everyday. Of everything I faced, from jumping of cliffs to
talking to people, this is what was hardest for me to comprehend because I had lived sheltered from
all of the difficulties people in other countries faced. I had heard about places like this but I had put
them aside and forgotten. For the first time I had to force myself to take in that this was real and
not just something on TV.
The second surprising thing to me was the people. Despite their situations most of them were so
kind and welcoming. I think that if someone came to them for help the Belizians would gladly give
them shelter and food, even if they hardly had enough for their family. Think about what
Americans do when someone needs our help. Not all Americans but a fair few. Another shocking
thing about the people was their graciousness. At the eye clinic people were getting glasses for the
first time in their life. Personally I cannot imagine what I would do if I had to wait until I was 20
or 30 to get glasses. One example was Josh, the son of our host, Richard. He was one of the
younger patients we saw at the eye clinic that week and he was so grateful and excited about his
new glasses. They weren’t even new, they were second hand. In America so many people
complain that they have to wear glasses, me included. Little Josh could not have been more thrilled
to wear glasses. Recently I got my glasses run over by a car. My mom called the eye doctor and
now a new pair is on the way. Every time I think about that I feel guilty, because in Belize they
can’t just call an eye doctor and get a new pair.
Most of what I’ve written my family and friends already know. One thing that I have told no
one is about the first day. When we first got there I realized I did not have my mom or dad (neither
of them went with me) and I couldn't talk to them every day. The first night I just wanted to go
home. there were bugs, one was a giant moth nicknamed the pterodactyl, and my only friend at
that point was Emma. If you don't’ know, Emma is a year younger than me and she and I have
been best friends for as long as I can remember. By the end of the week the group of 30 was like a
huge family.
I grew so much that week. Physically, climbing the huge hill back to the compound.
Emotionally since I had to be my own person for a whole week and make my own decisions. but
most importantly spiritually. I never considered myself a Christian before my Belize experience.
Since them I have made a conscious effort to help people in need and accepted God.
By Sydney Nelson
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Chuck’s Chatter
My list is in the hundreds now. I thought it would go faster,
but I am not as opened eyed to the work of God as I thought
I was. I told you about the list last year at this time. In fact,
I encouraged you to make a list too. A few of you have. It is
a list that I initially thought would be easy to make, but it is
harder work than I realized.
It is the list of the beautiful things and people God has put
into my life. The list of things I am thankful for and
appreciative of. The list began easily with Donna, my kids
and grandkids, some good friends, home, health, etc. The
usual things we list when asked what are you thankful for?
And we answer, “Family, friends, faith”.
The thing about such an answer is that it is too simple, too
easy. It is a rote response to a question we have been asked
many times, and we answer it almost without thinking.
I have come to believe that gratitude can be transformative,
but only if it is taken seriously enough that we are seeing
more and more of the beautiful stuff that makes up life.
After you get past family, friends, and faith, what else is
there.
It took me a while but because I have been working harder
at seeing, I am growing in my ability to notice the hand of
God, the great master artist, everywhere.
307 – Watching my granddaughter chase bubbles
and giggle. Bubbles are magic to
children,
and to me.
308 – A woman who led worship at a Koinonia
event who sang with the voice of an angel
309 – Humming birds flitting around lipstick red
gladiolas in my back yard
310 – A simple conversation with my 97 year old aunt
Rose at her birthday party last
week.
We
talked about Sant Arsenio – her
mother’s hometown
in Italy and of her visit
there years ago. She came to
life as she
talked.
These are the experiences that make life full and holy. But,
in truth, I miss lots of them because I am so darn busy and
my little brain is easily filled with stuff, much of it silly,
that I need to do. But sometimes I am awake enough to the
world around me that God can break through. So, a few
months ago while I am sitting at Panera Bread spending
several hours on my day off planning my week…
227 – Little blond girl walks up to my booth and
stares at me. Her blue sky eyes cast a spell on
me that holds me in thrall until her mama
says, “Ellie, leave that man alone.”

Actually I am glad Ellie came to my booth. I needed God to
break in and remind me that there is more to life. I went
home and spent the rest of the day digging in the garden
and working in the garage – things I love. I was grateful for
Ellie who never said a word.
Sometimes I forget about my list, but then God will break
through and remind me and then there will be a burst of
activity because I am paying attention again. It is amazing
how easy it is to stop paying attention and just walk
through life like one of the zombies that are so popular
these days. I do NOT believe, BTW, that the zombie
apocalypse is coming soon. I actually believe it has already
come and that we are the zombies sleep walking through
the lives God has given us.
I think that one of the reasons that this season of the year,
from Thanksgiving to Christmas, is such a joy for so many
of us is that it manages to shake us from our slumber and,
for a time, keep us awake and make us aware of the beauty
of life.
295 – Walking the woods at Mount Saint Benedict’s
and feeling, not hearing but feeling, the quiet of
the forest.
315 – Reading the latest Ann Lamott book, Stitches
and feeling like God is the one speaking to me
because Lamott articulates the thoughts of my
heart in language that makes me smile.
This has become a bit of a passion for me because I so
easily fall into zombie-hood. It is hard to be truly alive
because sometimes it hurts. Sometimes it hurts a lot. And
sometimes I am just so busy trying to do what seems to me
important stuff… And if I don’t do it I will feel like a
failure or people will think I’m lazy, or worse. But if we are
going to see beauty, participate in it, let it works its magic
in us then we need to let go of some of the stuff we feel the
neurotic need to do, and we are going to need to open
ourselves to the possibility of getting disappointed or hurt.
Think of how Jesus did that by coming into our world. The
story goes that he left the heavens, gave up his status as
God (an incomprehensible concept really) came to earth to
suffer and die, so that he could take all the world’s
brokenness into himself, into his grave, and transform it
into beauty.
And he did it. And I know it when my eyes are open
enough to see it.

Have a Blessed Christmas everyone!
Pastor Chuck

Page 3

People to Pray for
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family
Dave Sanner is undergoing chemo for his cancer
Ron Stadler has continuing health problems and is living at Pleasant
Ridge. Prayers for him and Joy.
Brian McNally is recuperating from knee surgery due to an injury
playing high school football.
Al Copeland still in Afghanistan where he is doing security work at a
prison.
Lori Straub continues to battle both MS and Sjogren’s disease.
Deb Pifer and Julie Seggi both continue battling MS. Julie has some
special need because she cannot work and has no means of
supporting herself right now.
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s and is at Sarah Reed
The many people in our community who are in financial need

Our Young People in the Military
Joe Grimaldi – home from Kandahar, Afghanistan soon to return to
his base in Seattle.
Scotty Case - Mississippi
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

If we consider all of these ideas together, a most beautiful vision emerges of the
place in native American spiritual conception of what we call death, the dissolution of
the physical body: it is a mere transition of our real self to other and wider arenas of
life and consciousness. Consciousness, then, does not die but endures as part of the
unity of all life, the relationship of all living creatures as kindred beings moving in
association through the great Tree.
From a Navajo saying that "Man is Made From everything."
For the Maoris of New Zealand death was represented as a journey. In common with
many such beliefs, it included crossing a river. A key hope and expectation was that
of reunion with family and friends who had gone before.
For traditional Australian aborigines, the spirit world was closely interwoven with
the physical world, so the transition between one and the other was explained in
terms of traditional relationships with the land. Death marked the end of the physical
life only, with the spirit then released to rejoin the spirits of ancestors, and of the
features of the land itself.
The final goal of salvation in Hinduism is escape from the
endless round of birth, death, and rebirth. That can mean an
eternal resting place for the individual personality in the
arms of a loving, personal God,
Muslims recognize that different individuals have been given different abilities and various
degrees of insight into the truth. Each man will be judged according to his situation, and every
man who lives according to the truth to the best of his abilities will achieve heaven.
The notion of individual salvation and heavenly existence is not prominent in
Judaism.
“Now it came about that the poor man died and he was carried away by the
angels to Abraham’s bosom; “ Jesus
(Luke 16:22)
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Tuesdays with Morrie
by Mitch Albom
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil,” certainly
reflected Morrie Schwartz’s attitude toward his impending death, although “for thou art
with me,” didn’t play much of a part in this Jewish agnostic man’s thinking.
Morris "Morrie" S. Schwartz was a sociology professor at Brandeis University and an
author. Born in 1916, a husband and father, educated at the University of Chicago, a lover
of dancing and meaningful conversations, his Tuesday conversations with his student, Mitch
Albom, laid the groundwork for this book as he slowly died from Lou Gehrig’s disease
(1995) and resumed Tuesday conversations with Mitch, now an older man.
As Morrie expounds on a different topic each Tuesday, one can’t help but recall the words
and teachings of Jesus. Morrie said, “The most important thing in life is to learn how to
give out love and let it come in.” And, “Learn to forgive yourself and to forgive others.”
He was convinced that, “Once you learn how to die you learn how to live.”
Despite the horrific disease process, there is not a note of morbidity or self-pity in the
conversations between Morrie and Mitch. Morrie’s observations are touching, uplifting,
self-deprecating, humorous. And yes, Christian. We should all have such a good death.

Judith Johnston
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Help Needed!
Help is needed to unload the Food Truck
Friday, December 6 & 13, and
January 3 & 17 at 10 am.
Our loads are about 3 tons of food! Many
hands will make light work for all, and will
only take an hour or so. Anyone able to,
please come. We appreciate your help!!!!

Children in Church
At Fairview Presbyterian we not only love
kids, but we are glad to have them in worship.
We have had a bit of a baby boom in recent
years which means lots of little ones in
church, and some of them, occasionally get
restless. Apparently sermons don’t hold their
attention! If you are the parent of a little one,
know this, we don’t care if they are a little
disruptive. We are just glad to have them and
you. Don’t worry about it.
Having said that let me offer a few small
tidbits of advice. First, situate yourself in the
rear of the church near an aisle so you can get
up and comfort a restless child if you need to.
You can go to the rear of the sanctuary, or
even down the stairs if you need to. There is a
large room just below us where you can still
hear but the baby won’t be heard. Second, we
do have a nursery with a great staff. It is a
little complicated to get there from the back
stairs, but if you just ask one of the ushers
they will help you get there.
BTW – our children’s time is for kids ages 3
through 5th or 6th grade. After the children’s
sermon the little ones can go to nursery (for
children infant through Kindergarten) and the
rest can go to children’s church which meets
every Sunday but the first Sunday each
month.
Lastly – our communion policy here is that
all people who wish to receive communion
can receive it. This includes children.
Whether your child takes communion is up to
you.

Worship Bags
For those children not wishing to go to the
Nursery or Junior Church, there are canvas
bags at the front of the church on the side pew.
These contain age appropriate lessons that go
with Pastor Chuck’s sermon for each Sunday.
The children may take a bag after Children’s
Time and go to their seat. We encourage
parents to discuss the lessons with their
children after church so that the whole family
can get something out of Chuck’s messages.
Thank you to Marty Manchester & Siri
Annegan, retired school teachers, for putting
together the lessons each week!

Sunday School Offering
We collected $100.00 for the Heifer Project.
One of the members of our congregation will
have his employer match that collection so
we will have $200.00 from the project. The
students will be voting on what animals they
would like to purchase in the near future.
Thank you for your donation.
The offering collected in Sunday School
classes in November and December will go
towards paying for postage to mail care
packages to the servicemen and college
students in our congregation. Linda
Tobolewski needs addresses of those who
will receive the care packages. If you have a
college student or service personnel in your
family, please e-mail their address ASAP to
ltobolewski@verizon.net or give to Linda
Tobolewski.

A Huge Thank You!
Thank you to Sam & Ann Lewis for
coordinating the Hanging of the Greens, and
to their helpers – Betsy Mitcho, Linda
McFarland, Peggy Mimm, Louise
Hutchinson, Gail Sanner, & Pat White!
The church looks absolutely beautiful!

Pastor Chuck
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Belize Project
Our church has set up a partnership with the
Kuxlin Ha school in Belize. We plan to build a
library, a computer lab, and another bathroom
facility, among other projects. These projects
take time, however, and in the interim we are
collecting general school supplies to send to the
school before this Christmas.
Our Goal is to assemble a Student Supply Kit
for each of the 750 students and a teacher’s
Supply Kit for 35 teachers, by December 15.
The total cost each kit is less than $13.
We will accept either physical supplies or
monetary donations. Make checks payable
to Fairview Presbyterian Church and put
Belize Project in the memo. Please call the
church office or Jake Tobolewski at 3925985 with any questions. Thank you for
helping us
reach our goal!
Student Kit
 24 Box of Crayons
 10 Box of Markers
 12 Box of Colored Pencils
 1 Ruler (English and Metric)
 1 pair of Student Scissors
 1 package of water color paints with
brush
 100 Sheets of Construction Paper
o Either 1 one subject notebook or
o 1 package of composition
notebook paper
o
Teacher Kit
• Electric Pencil Sharpener
• Stapler and Staples
• Scissors
• Rubber bands
• Large Paper Clips
• Regular Paper clips
• Thumb tacks
• File Folders
• Tape (Scotch or Masking)
• Poster Board
• Pens (red, black, blue)
• Stickers
• Letter and Number Stencil

Christmas Angels Are Here!
The Angel Tree is now up in the Lobby. For
those who aren’t familiar with our Angel Tree,
this is a ministry helping needy families with
Christmas. There are numbers on the angels.
We ask members of our congregation to select
an angel (or two), write down your name next
to the matching number on the sheet next to the
tree, and buy a gift for that person. You can
spend whatever you are comfortable with. If
you would like to participate but don’t want to
shop, give your money to Barb Mucciarone or
Amy and Barb will shop for you!
Please have wrapped gifts returned to the
church no later than Sunday, December 15.
This will give us time to sort and deliver the
gifts. If you would like to help with this, we
will be sorting the gifts on Tuesday December
17 at 10:00 am for about 1 hour. We also are
looking for drivers to help deliver the gifts on
Thursday, December 19 at 10:00 am (about ½
hour.)
Thank you for your help!

Christmas Cookie Trays
Trays are now on sale. The cost is $20 for 5
dozen assorted cookies. Look for order forms
and envelopes on the table in the lobby. Please
fill out the form and put it with your money in
an envelope, and place in the collection basket.
These trays are perfect for parties and gifts,
while raising money for the church! Order
deadline is December 2. Pick up dates will be
Friday, December 13 from 3 to 6 pm, and
Sunday, December 15 after church.
Bakers are needed!
If anyone would like to help bake the cookies,
please call Linda Boyd at 474-3089. Cookies
can be made by yourself at home, or as a group
here at the church. Trays will be assembled on
Thursday, December 12 at 10 am.
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Christmas Jars
Last year our church family started a new
Fairview Presbyterian Church tradition. If
your family would like to join in the fun,
please take a Christmas jar as you leave church
today. They are at the front of the church. Your
job will be to drop all your change, and some
bills if you so desire, into your new “Christmas
Jar” throughout the 2014 year. At the
beginning of December 2014 your family can
choose to donate the full jar to a family you
would like to help next Christmas or you may
choose to put the “choosing” in Pastor Chuck’s
hands. Each jar will be delivered
anonymously hopefully with a copy of the
story so that they may understand the thought
behind our project and so that they may start
their own family tradition of collecting in their
own jar for the following year.
For those of you who participated last year, it’s
time to bring in your filled jars. There is a
special box also at the front of the church to
leave your jars in, if you would like Pastor
Chuck to give it to a special family. If you
would like to pass your jar along, you may also
do so yourself. We have always found we like
to deliver ours early enough to help take the
stress of the holidays off of the family, so we
try to deliver them at the beginning of
December. Thanks so much for your
participation. We have found it to be an
amazing family project that we look forward to
every year.

Slate of Nominees for 2014
Session – 3 year terms
Kris Russin
Sara Tobolewski
Jackie Fonticella

Trustees – terms as noted
Paul Johnson – 3 year term
Fred Ralph – 3 year term
Sam Lewis – 3 year term
Mark Holman – 2 year term
Scott Russin– 1 year term

Deacons 3 year terms
Marsha Heath
Arlene Miller
Linda Tobolewski
Andrea Ward

Memorial Committee – 3 year term
Rosie Tuten

Church Treasurer – 1 year term
Gina Case

Financial Secretaries – 1 year term
Jim Getz
Lili O’Brien
Carol Loll - alternate

Night Out
D at Theodore’s
Fairview Graceway
Ready... Set... GO! "The Fairview Graceway"
is ready to open. Once a month, a racetrack
will be set up in the Fellowship Hall for racing
radio control cars. Please come and join us, and
see what all of the excitement is about. The
first race is scheduled for December 7th with
doors opening at 2pm. Concessions will be
available. If you have any questions, or would
like to help, please contact Dave Ward at
431-5266. Hope to see you there!

e
Saturday,
December 14 – 5 PM
We will nbe having a night out for dinner at
i Restaurant on West Lake Road in
Theodore’s
s Please join us! There is a sign-up
Lake City.
e on the table in the Lobby.
sheet
M
i
Christmas
Eve Candlelight
l
l
Services
e
Christmas Eve services will be at 7:00 and
11:00 PM.rThe first service is a family oriented
service, and the latter is a more quiet,
meditative service.

Page 9

Caroling in the Park
On Sunday, December 15 at 5:30 pm we will be
Christmas Caroling at Fairview Park. More
details will follow in upcoming bulletins &
weekly news. Mark your calendars and come
make a joyful noise unto the Lord!

Fairview Community Holiday
Baskets
If you are a resident of Fairview and are in need
of help this Christmas, or know someone who
lives in Fairview that is in need, please call
Northwest Savings Bank at 474-4853 or PNC
Bank at 474-2645.
The baskets will be delivered from the
Township Building on Saturday, December 14,
starting at 9 AM. The baskets will be packed on
Thursday, December 12 at 6 PM at the
Township Building,
7471 McCray Road. Help is needed with both
packing and delivering. Please call Dr. Katie
Kutterna at 474-5588 if you can help.

Lipphardt Cookie Hour
We will be having our Annual Lipphardt
Cookie Hour following the Christmas Pageant
on Sunday, December 22. For many years the
Lipphardt family has provided homemade
cookies for this event. The last few years,
however, they’ve needed help. There is a signup sheet on the table in the Lobby. Cookies are
to be brought in between 10:00 am & 4:30 pm
on Friday, December 20. Thank you for your
help in keeping this a lasting tradition!

More Gallon Jugs Needed
Thank you to Bob O’Connell for making
homemade laundry soap for our Food Pantry
clients! He needs more 1 gallon plastic
containers. You may leave them in the hallway
under the committee mailboxes. Thank you for
supporting such a great ministry!

Youth Group’s Festive
Fundraiser!
Hate wrapping Christmas gifts? Sick of paper
cuts from so much wrapping paper? Well, we
have the solution for you!
In December, the Youth Group would like to
wrap your Christmas gifts for a donation. We
will be collecting gifts from December 8thDecember 20th. On the evening of Saturday,
December 14th, the Youth Group will be
hosting a Christmas wrapping event where you
can drop off your gifts and pick them up at the
end of the night! We will also be providing
babysitting (perfect for those who need a night
away from their kids and/or needs to get some
shopping done without their kids!)
Details:
What time is the event on Saturday,
December 14th? It will be from 5 to 9:30pm
If I’m dropping off my kids for babysitting,
will you provide dinner? No, we will not
provide dinner, but we will provide snacks.
Do I need to bring my own wrapping paper?
You do not need to bring your own wrapping
paper, but if you would like your presents to be
wrapped in a certain roll, we can oblige.
THIS IS IMPORTANT!!!!
EVERY present that you bring NEEDS
to be labeled with who they are going to and
who they are from. By doing so, we can make
sure each gift gets relabeled once it is wrapped.
If you are dropping off several presents,
please keep them all together in a garbage bag
or container of some sort so that we can make
sure each gift goes back to the appropriate
family.
You may drop off presents during the
weeks of December 8th-December 20th. Amy
will make sure they are locked up for the week.
You may pick up your gifts on December 14th,
15th, and 22nd.
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New Adult Sunday School
Class

Christmas Pageant

November 24, December 8 & 15
Fellowship Hall

We are doing something a little different this
year. Due to the low number of children
attending Sunday School in the primary
grades, we are going to do a Christmas
pageant that will include the children, youth
and adults in our church. Christmas Around
the World will be presented to the
congregation on Sunday, December 22nd at the
10:30 a.m. service. We are looking for youth
and adults to join us. So if you like to sing,
narrate or usher (we would like 4 teens to do
this), please let Linda Tobolewski, Janine
Sanner or Megin Sewak know as soon as
possible. Our church has many talented
people and we need you! Practices will be
Saturday, December 14th from 9-11 a.m.,
Saturday, December 21st from 9-11 a.m. and
Sunday December 22nd 9-10:15 a.m. The
kids will be practicing their songs during
Sunday School.
You can also e-mail Linda at
ltobolewski@gsd.k12.pa.us.

The Thrill of Hope
Do you remember as a child what it was like
enduring those days before Christmas? It
was the anticipation that made Christmas,
Christmas. That same dynamic is what made
the first Christmas so extraordinary. For
generations, men and women have been
waiting anxiously for the birth of their
Messiah, with no assurance that they would
live to see Him. And, like us, they probably
wondered, is this really going to happen?
After all, God has been silent for years.
Has He forgotten us?
Do you have those same doubts?
Do you feel like God even knows you exist?
Do you wonder if it’s worth it to follow
Christ?

The Christmas Tree Ship
A holiday event of the Flagship Niagra
League
December 13, 2013 from 5:30 to 8:30 pm
5:45 pm Santa arrives to light the
“Christmas Tree Ship”

Bible
Quiz

Shop in the Maritime Gift Shop
Model train with village
Caroling
Story Telling
Live Reindeer
Refreshments
Tour the museum
Maritime Arts & Crafts

The book of Revelation is addressed to
seven churches. Which city in the United
States shares the name of one of those
churches?
A. St. Paul
B. Philadelphia
C. Oconomowoc
D. Orlando
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2
7
10
12
13

Alice Pendleton
Eden Irwin
Carol Loll
Sally Kerner
Gail Sanner
Megan Warley
Kathy Weidenboerner
Jasmine Lewis
Kayla Annegan
14 Jessica LaFlamme
15 Alex LaFlamme
16 Kathy Mahood
17 Carole Lynn Kossbiel
Rick Bryant
18 Joyce Getz
Ron Church
19 Carol Sample
20 John Paden
Brian Madara Jr.
21 Carter White
22 Emilie Kasper
23 Doug Lee
24 Gayle Pratt
25
Randy Traut
27 Jeremy Kossbiel
30 Cheri LaFlamme

1
2
4
5
7
8
9
14
16
17
19
20
24
25
30

Louise Hutchinson
Mark Hutchinson
Morgan Madara
Laura Milewski
Eli Zeiser
Rowan Scott
Samantha Church
Jill Iszkula
Rachel Hutchinson
Nathaniel Adams
Don Twining
Adam Wagner
Cathy Arce
Patty Sample
Joan Fiesler
Lyla Kandel
Scott Russin
Jesse Cammarata
Scott Skadhauge
Mitchell Evans
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Editor’s Page
Tomorrow is Thanksgiving. I’ve spent time today making the mashed
potatoes; a friend from college whom I meet every month for lunch in
Pittsburgh told me that she does this and puts the mashed potatoes in a
crock pot and puts it into the refrigerator. Then tomorrow morning she
plugs in the crock pot and warms up the potatoes. I thought this was a
great idea because I make a big mess when I cook and this way I can put
everything in the dishwasher and start fresh in the morning.
I was just thinking about Thanksgiving celebrations in years past and what
it was like to have my whole family there for the day. (All except for my
sister and two nephews who live in New York City and don’t make the
long trip.) Libby, Jenna, Kyle, Mike, my mom, my other sister who lives
in North East, and her two daughters. Now one of her daughters lives in
North Carolina and has Thanksgiving with her father and his wife. The
other daughter lives and works in Greenville now and very rarely has time
off to drive here for dinner. Of course, Kyle is gone, and my mom. Janet
(from North East) still comes and Libby will be here with us, but of course
Jenna is in Israel; this leaves just 4 of us, but we celebrate as we always
have with a big turkey (well, not so big anymore) and all the extras.
Then, on Friday I studiously avoid anything any retail store and spend my
day decorating for Christmas. I absolutely love doing this! Maybe this
year I’ll get some help from Libby since she has Friday off. That is, if I
can wake her up. She does like to sleep! I’ll just have to go by her
schedule, I guess. In recent years she’s helped me carry boxes and the tree
to the living room, so I feel sure she’ll do the same this year.
I actually start getting into the Christmas spirit in the beginning of
November when I get things ready for the Angel Tree at church. This year
we have 100 presents to buy for our little angels, more than in any year
past. The need is so great, and how can we turn anyone down when they
call the church looking for help? I hope you’ll consider taking another
angel because we still have many on the tree. Or just give me money and
I’ll do the shopping for you. The people at Tandem Townhouses are
always so grateful; you should be very happy that you’re bring joy into
children’s lives at a time of year when they can especially use that joy.
You’ve always been so generous; let me take a moment to thank you in
advance for your participation this year. You make me proud!
I hope your holidays are special this year and that you start 2014 with a
joyful heart. See you next year!
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