2014
To submit articles, e-mail a word document to barb@intracsystems.com

2013 Annual Report
There are copies of the 2013 Annual Report on the table in the Lobby, for those who were not
able to make the Congregational Meeting on February 2.

Ash Wednesday Service
Lent begins Wednesday, March 5.
We will have an Ash Wednesday service then at 7 pm in the Sanctuary.

Turn Clocks AHEAD
1 Hour on March 9th

Special Dates
March 5 ~ Ash Wednesday
March 7 ~ World Day of Prayer
March 9 ~ Daylight Savings Time Begins
March 9 ~ First Sunday in Lent
March 20 ~ First Day of Spring
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This is not the topic I want to be writing about this
month, but it is necessary.
We have always been pretty low key about money
around here. Now, just because the word money was
used don’t stop reading, this is pretty important for our
church. As I was saying, we are pretty low key. We let
you know what our needs are, we encourage you to make
a pledge, and we don’t put a lot of pressure on you.
The truth is that you have been very faithful financially
over the years and we have not needed to put a big
emphasis on giving. But, there are some financial
realities we need to face this year. Let me lay them out to
you.
We actually have two income issues. First, the pledges
have been coming in way behind schedule for the first 7
weeks of the year. We would expect to get about $15,000
in per month but are only getting $12,000. That makes it
tough for Gina to pay the bills. Now, on the one hand, it
is normal for this time of the year. Cold weather keeps
people home, and depresses them so they spend more
money on liquor and less on church.
The second issue is that even if all the expected pledge
money came in we would still be operating at deficit to
the tune of $20,000 for the year.
In order to make up that deficit we can either cut
expenses or increase income. Expense cutting is tough
because we run a pretty lean operating budget. We could
choose to cut back on mission spending, but I really hate
that idea. But, we will do what we have to as the year
moves forward.
The other option is to seek more income. There are
several ways to do that. Let me list them:
1. Do more fund-raisers. We will need more people
to get involved to do this.
2. Use more of the income from hall rentals for the
operations budget and less for the mortgage.
3. Someone could make a big donation.

4. We could all give a bit more. We have 100
giving units in the church. If we each gave $5
per week the deficit would disappear.
I do know that money is tight for most of us these
days, so believe me when I say that I am not trying to
make you feel guilty. I am just asking what more you
can do to support the work of our church. Session will
be discussing this issue at their meeting March 13. If
you would like to have some input to that
conversation let me know and I will make sure you
know what time to come that night. Or you can write
some thoughts down and email them to me at
chuckhesed123@verizon.net.
If you are behind on your pledge, please catch up. It
will help. If you got a big tax refund and don’t know
what to do with it… I’m just saying. If you have a
great idea for a fund-raiser and you are willing to do
some work on it, let me or a session member know. If
you can see your way clear to increasing your pledge
by $5 per week that would be immensely helpful.
I know this was not a very spiritual or inspiring topic.
Most of us don’t like being asked for money. But
Jesus talked a lot about money. He knew that it was a
big issue for most people. He knew that many were
enslaved by it. So he encouraged people to understand
that all that we have has been given to us by God, and
that we could trust God and that we could therefore be
generous, and that by being generous we would find
freedom from the slavery of worry about money.
One reason I think this church has been so faithful
financially over the years is because we once had a
concerted effort to emphasize the joys of giving.
People responded by giving more and they discovered
that it is true, generosity bestows a blessing on the
giver.
So, let’s get this problem solved. I will start by
committing to up my pledge by $10 per week. Who
will join me? Whatever you give – I love you and this
church.
PASTOR CHUCK
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Shirley & Marcy
A mother was concerned about her kindergarten son walking to school. He
didn't want his mother to walk with him. She wanted to give him the
feeling that he had some independence but yet know that he was safe.
So she had an idea of how to handle it.
She asked a neighbor if she would please follow him to school in the
mornings, staying at a distance, so he probably wouldn't notice her. The
neighbor
said that since she was up early with her toddler anyway, it would be a
good way for them to get some exercise as well, so she agreed.
The next school day, the neighbor and her little girl set out following
behind Timmy as he walked to school with another neighbor girl he knew.
She did this for the whole week.
As the two kids walked and chatted, kicking stones and twigs, Timmy 's
little friend noticed the same lady was following them as she seemed to do
every day all week. Finally she said to Timmy, 'Have you noticed that lady
following us to school all week? Do you know her?'
Timmy nonchalantly replied, 'Yeah, I know who she is.'
The little girl said, 'Well, who is she?'
'That's just Shirley Goodnest, 'Timmy replied, 'and her daughter Marcy.'

'Shirley Goodnest? Who is she and why is she following us?
'Well,' Timmy explained, 'every night my Mum makes me say the 23rd Psalm
with my prayers, 'cuz she worries about me so much. And in the Psalm, it
says, ' Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my
life', so I guess I'll just have to get used to it!'
May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with you today and always
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed
in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. Gen. 1:12
The Iroquois believe corn, beans and squash are precious gifts from the Great Spirit, each watched over by one of
three sisters’ spirits, called “Our Sustainers". The tradition of inter-planting corn, beans and squash in the same
mounds, widespread among Native American farming societies, is a sophisticated, sustainable system that provided
long-term soil fertility and a healthy diet to generations.

Medicinal Plants of the Desert & Canyon West, by Michael Moore, Museum of New Mexico
Press, Santa Fe, 1989.

Some examples:

Saguaro: uses: poultice for muscle pain. Agave: uses: indigestion, chronic constipation, gas.

Yucca: uses: anti-inflammatory, urethra, bladder, prostate, shampoo, nutritive, basket crafts.

Ocotillo: uses: pelvic lymphatic, benign cysts & tumors, shelter, fencing.

Creosote Bush: uses: antioxidant, antiseptic, anti-microbial, hair tonic, arthritis, blood, skin, tumors, cysts.
“Allah is He Who created the heavens and the earth and sent down water from the sky, thereby brought forth fruits as a
sustenance for you”; Ibrahim: Verse32 (Koran)

Tulsi or Tulasi) or Holy basil is a sacred plant in Hindu belief. The plant is cultivated for religious and
medicinal purposes, and for its essential oil.
In Hindu, Buddhist and Egyptian religions, the lotus is considered a sacred flower, a symbol of
"spontaneous" generation, and so it also represents divine birth, spiritual development and creation
itself.

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you
that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Jesus-Matt. 6:29
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What Kinda Cactus IZZAT?
by Reg Manning

Reg Manning, Pulitzer-prize winning cartoonist, put together this handy
paperback reference book for anyone living in the Southwest or for the visitor
new to the amazing flora and fauna of the Southwest. The delightful cartoons
make “cactus-ology” a fun study. To those who have not had the privilege of a
visit, the area is not a great expanse of Sahara-like desert. Arizona has a pine
forest twice the size of Massachusetts, ski resorts above 10,000 feet, and
hundreds of plants that have provided food, medicine and shelter for Native
Americans for over a thousand years. Specifically, cacti and other plants (they
all have thorns of various sizes and shapes) can provide water, soap, hair
brushes, honey, shampoo, oral and applied medicines, fencing, and building
materials.
There are about 2,000 cacti species world-wide. Some local species have
imaginative names like Teddy Bear Cholla (pronounced chaw-ya), Cow
Tongue Prickly Pear, and Organ Pipe, along with the majestic Saguaro (sa-waro) and magical Night-blooming Cereus.
Arizona has over 9 million acres of public trust lands. Hundreds of acres are at
one’s backdoor here in the town of Florence. Exploring the trails for the past
10 years has always filled this writer with wonder, seeing the tiny wild flowers
emerge and bloom, seemingly overnight after a rain, among the often huge and
always slightly threatening varieties of cacti with the thorns that clearly shout,
“Keep away!”
Another wonder is why so many folks who have lived or wintered here for
years have never set foot in the desert so close at hand. Yes, some of the
wildlife out there can be dangerous (like the bears and bobcats of
Pennsylvania), but sensible timing (don’t go out at night) and temperature
cautions (100 degrees is not recommended) allow one to be immersed in the
abundant and generous handiwork of God. Don’t pass up an opportunity to
experience it. And take this little book with you.
Judith Johnston
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ADULT Progressive Dinner
The Mission & Nurture Committee would like to have a Progressive Dinner for the ADULTS
on Saturday, March 22, starting at 6 pm. Participants are needed to offer their homes and a
meal course. This is a great way to get to know one another better! If anyone is interested,
please contact Jeff Sanner at 474-5786.

Graduates 2014
The Christian Ed Committee would like to know of any high school or college students
graduating this year. If you have a student, please call Amy at the office.

Computer/Cell Phone Lessons
The Youth Group is thinking of different ideas for fundraisers, and thanks to Sally Swanson,
a good one came to mind.
There are many seniors who have a computer, or would like one, but don’t really know
anything about them. They have or want to buy a cell phone, but don’t know how to program
it, and make use of all the features.
Please fill out this survey, bring it to church, and leave it in the Offering Basket:

Would you make use of this service from the Youth Group?
_______________________________________________
What would you like to learn?
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Would you be able make a donation for their help?
_______________________________________________

Do you prefer evening training sessions or weekends?
_______________________________________________
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Energizing Faith

Church Member Pictures

March 29, 2014
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church
3520 Perry Street, Erie
9:00 am – 2:45 pm

The Mission & Nurture Committee would
like to put together a picture board of our
church family. We have a lot of new
members, and they want us to know who
everyone is. So bring in a favorite picture of
yourself/ family, and leave it in the box on
the table in the Lobby. A church directory
will then be printed out with names and
contact information.

The Presbytery of Lake Erie invites you to a
day filled with learning – worship, a keynote
speaker, three workshops, a mission fair and
lunch. The price for the day is $15. There are
pamphlets with more information and
registration forms on the table in the Lobby.

Bible Quiz
Moses was a prophet and lawgiver for God’s
chosen people, the Israelites. What does the
name Moses mean in Hebrew?
A. “Out of the water”
B. “Giver of the Law”
C. “Prophet”
D. “God is good”

Answer: A (See Exodus 2:10.)
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1
2
4
8
9
10
11

12
13
15
16
17
18
20
21

26
27

Shannon Sanders
Christine Phillips
Arlene Traut
Morgan Russin
Alysa Boone
Susan Althof
Kayla Paden
Zac Twining
Stephanie Mitchell
Amanda Schleicher
Betsy Mitcho
Andy Foyle
Eli Iszkula
Buster Johnston
Hannah Vogan
Robb Pifer
David Durst
Bill Gohn
Joey Sample
Jane Gohn
Marsha Heath
Heather Adams
Sarah Vogan
Penny Qualls
Rebecca Church

29
30

Siri Annegan
Joe
Weidenboerner Sr.
31 Andrea Miller
Sarah Adams
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Editor’s Page
Sometimes we think of Jesus only in
terms of the Divine (deity) and forget that
he was also fully human. Therefore he
was faced with temptation, as we all are.
In the desert Satan tempted Jesus and
Jesus turned to Scripture all three times
in his rejection of Satan’s temptation.
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:13, “No
temptation has seized you except what is
common to man. And God is faithful; he
will not let you be tempted beyond what
you can bear. But when you are tempted,
he will also provide a way out so that you
can stand up under it.”
In a book I’ve been reading (Courage to
Begin Again by Ron Lee Davis) the
author quotes Dietrich Bonhoeffer (who
is an author Pastor Chuck often
references) as saying that “Satan does not
[in a moment of temptation] fill us with
hatred of God, but with forgetfulness of
God.” Satan tempts us with subtlety and
craftiness. Davis says, “He doesn’t try
anything so overt and obvious as to make
us hate God. He just wants us to forget
God for awhile.” How true!
Something happened to me a couple of
weeks ago. It may seem like a small
thing, but in my mind it was significant.
I was having lunch at a favorite restaurant
(Lorie’s Wildridge – love it!) when I
found a dollar bill just below my seat
when I was leaving. I picked it up and
stuck it in my pocket, knowing full well

that I hadn’t dropped it because I was
paying for my lunch with a credit card. It
obviously didn’t belong to me, but I
pocketed it anyway. As I was driving
home I realized that this was pretty
obviously meant for as part of a tip for
the waitress. So, it really belonged to
her.
The next time I went to the restaurant I
sought out the waitress to whom this
dollar belonged and gave it to her, telling
her that I had found it on a previous visit
and that it was surely meant for her. You
should have seen the look on her face!
She is newly married and has a young
child, so I knew money was tight for her.
I had been tempted to keep the dollar, but
resisted and did what was right in spite of
the temptation. And, I have to tell you it
felt pretty good. Again, you may think it
was a small thing; it was, after all, only a
dollar. But it was the principle of the
thing. And the fact that giving in to a
small temptation just sets us up for giving
in to a larger one.
Well, I hope you are surviving the
weather. I don’t actually mind the snow,
just so long as there is sunshine during
the day. It’s those dreary, cloudy days
that make February and March so
depressing. Enough already!
See you next month!
Barb Mucciarone
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