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Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, March 24 – Palm Sunday
10:30 AM Service
Thursday, March 28 – Maundy Thursday
7:00 PM Service
Friday, March 29 – Good Friday
NO SERVICE
Sunday, March 31 - Easter Sunday
9:00 & 10:30 AM Services
Continental Breakfast 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM
in the Hall

March 10th
Special Dates

Daylight Savings Time Begins ~
March 10
Palm Sunday ~ March 24
Maundy Thursday ~ March 28
Good Friday ~ March 29
Easter Sunday ~ March 31
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Fairview Presbyterian Church Coffee House
4264 Avonia Road, Fairview, PA 16415
Saturday, March 2, 2013
6 – 8 PM
Musical Guest – Todd Morton

Todd has performed music publicly for over 30 years, and is now in his fifth year of
playing professionally.
In the last few years, Todd’s music has been heard in many fine establishments
throughout the Erie area. His guitar playing and vocals receive rave reviews from clients
of all ages. Listeners have described his voice as “nice and smooth”, "pleasing", and
“very soothing."
His repertoire of over 250 songs include easy listening, blues, classic rock, Christian,
folk, country, and 'golden oldie' songs from the big band era. He’s also written dozens
of his own songs and arrangements.
Please join us for an evening of inspiring music, fun, and fellowship.
Free admission & refreshments!
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We live in perilous times that are fraught with danger but also with possibility.
I was reading recently about the Cuban missile crisis back in 1962. American president John Kennedy and the Premier of the Soviet Union, Nikita
Khrushchev stared each down over some Russian missiles that had been placed in Cuban.
It was an incredibly tense situation. The world was teetering on the brink of nuclear war, the repercussions of which were clear to no one. There was
legitimate fear that these two super powers were about to start a war that might well lead to the destruction of civilization. Both Kennedy and
Khrushchev were being pushed by their military advisors to strike the other first.
The thinking on the American side was that we have ten times the nukes that the Russians had and we could virtually destroy the Soviet Union and
be rid of our only real enemy at that time. It would be the end of communism and the world would be free.
The Russians were urging Khrushchev to strike first because they knew that if the Americans struck first they would not have anything with which
to strike back. But neither man was willing to push the button. You and I may well owe our very existence to those two courageous men.
In the aftermath of the crisis, after the Soviets backed down and agreed to remove their missiles, both men were called weak kneed cowards by
others within their own countries. Khrushchev ended up being deposed as a result of his failure to cow the Americans into submission or to attack.
There were a bunch of reasons that neither man was willing to push the button. Maybe the biggest was their fundamental humanity. They each stood
on the precipice of a terrible amount of human destruction and suffering and they recoiled. Neither man wanted to be responsible for rampant
indiscriminant killing and suffering.
Eight months after the crisis JFK gave what many consider to be his most important speech. Here is an excerpt:
I have chosen this time and place to discuss a topic on which ignorance too often abounds and truth is too rarely perceived – yet it is
the most important topic on earth: peace. What kind of peace do I mean? Not a peace enforced on the world by American military
power… but a genuine peace – the kind of peace that makes life worth living – the kind that enables men and nations to grow and to
hope and to build a better life for their children – not merely a peace for Americans but peace for all people. I speak today about
peace because of the new face of war. Total war makes no sense in an age when a single nuclear weapon contains ten times the
explosive force delivered by all the allied air forces in World War II. It makes no sense in an age when the deadly poisons produced
by a nuclear exchange would be carried by wind, water, soil, and seed to the corners of the globe and to generations as yet unborn…
Second: let us examine our attitude toward our enemies… in the final analysis, our most basic common link is that we all inhabit this
planet. We all breathe the same air. We all cherish our children’s future….
Kennedy ran for the presidency on a platform that included a very hard attitude towards the evil communist enemy, the USSR. But when faced with
the catastrophic potential results of his hard line attitudes he realized that in an age of nuclear and biological weapons the only rational approach to
peace was to work to develop bridges of understanding and cooperation with the enemy.
I think about these kinds of things more than I ever used to as I contemplate the future I want my kids and grandkids to have. I do not want them to
live in a world where doomsday may lurk just around the corner and a few people with their fingers on the button have the power to eradicate the
human race. And as a follower of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, who gave his life to pave the way for a day of peace and whose wisdom
regarding the enemy is captured in a couple of hard but profound statements like:

Love your enemies

Pray for those who persecute you

Father forgive them (spoken as they killed him)

Do not resist the one who is evil, but if he strikes you on the right cheek, offer to him the left cheek as well.

Do not return evil for evil, but instead offer good (actually Paul said this one but it is offered in the spirit of Jesus)
As followers of this Jesus, we should be in the fore front of a movement to make the world more peaceful by adopting and following the hard ways
of Jesus Christ.
We live in perilous times that are fraught with danger but also with possibility. The dangers are clear, the possibility is that we will finally learn to
follow the ways of a God who wants peace as much for us as we want it for our children.
Our sermon series in Lent is focusing on holiness. One aspect of holiness is being a peacemaker. Here are a couple of practical ideas for how to be
holy:
1. Pray for your enemies.
2. Forgive someone who has hurt you. This might involve actually talking to them.
3. Read about how others in this world have come to be suspicious of us, even to hate us, and try to see it from their perspective.
4. Worship at a mosque or synagogue and look for the beauty
5. Read the Sermon on the Mount – Matthew 5-7
Love Ya - Pastor Chuck
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March 2013
People We Lost Recently
The families of the following people could use our prayers
Tom Lee who was one of the most vital and enjoyable people to be around I have ever
known
Amy Tessier lost her uncle Tom Gresh this month as well

People to be Praying for
Gail Getz has pulmonary fibrosis. Effects breathing and endurance.
Earl Lipphardt is at Select Care and is having trouble with his breathing
Sonya Leopold is in Millcreek Manor
Dave Sanner is being treated – again – for prostate cancer
Elaine Boettiger has moved to Pleasant Ridge
Marge Corbett is recovering from hip surgery at home
Megan Madera is pregnant
Lauren Scharf – general health concerns
Lori Straub with a series of pretty debilitating ailments including MS and Crohn’s Disease
Deb Pifer and Julie Seggi both continue battling MS
Joe Sample and Jon Papson both dealing with intestinal diseases.
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s
A number of people are looking for work.

Stuff to Celebrate

Jennifer Hamilton has been scanned and pronounced clean of cancer!! Jen is the daughter
of Anne Lewis and step-daughter of Sam Lewis
Bill Joseph Sr. is doing well after gall bladder surgery

Our Young People in the Military
Josh Nies – Texas

Joe Grimaldi – Afghanistan
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.
These abbreviated descriptions and many others can be viewed by googling Death-Afterlife Beliefs.
All ancient Egyptians believed in the afterlife and spent their lives preparing for it. They all expected the afterlife
to be an idealized version of their earthly existence.
Ancient Romans believed the short period of life was viewed as a prison, a term which had to be served by the
spirit before it could be freed to go to take its place in the glorious Milky Way. Life was a period of harsh
servitude before release was attained, but it was seen as wrong for a man to hasten his death, as the purpose of
life was to nurture the world and cultivate both the physical and the spiritual plane before moving on. A life
spent in service and good deeds, cultivating justice, piety and honor for one's family and country was a highway
to the skies.
The ancient Greeks feared death. The journey after death to the land of Hades required crossing the river Styx
by being buried with a coin for the boatman Charon. Next, Cereberus, the three-headed guard dog, would have to
be appeased with honeycake. The Elysian Fields, a sunny and green paradise, was the home to those who had a
led a good life. Others were condemned to a torture.
For the Maoris of New Zealand death was represented as a journey and in common with many such beliefs
included crossing a river. A key hope and expectation was that of reunion with family and friends who had gone
before. The path to the other side featured monstrous creatures, dangerous cliffs, and fear, but once there, life
would be familiar and comfortable.
For traditional aborigines, the spirit world was closely interwoven with the physical world, so death marked the
end of the physical life only, with the spirit then released to rejoin the spirits of ancestors, and the features of the
land itself.
The final goal of salvation in Hinduism is escape from the endless round of birth, death, and rebirth and can
mean an eternal resting place for the individual personality in the arms of a loving, personal God.
The Islamic holy book, the Koran, says that salvation depends on a man's actions and attitudes. On the final day
of reckoning every man will account for what he has done, and his eternal existence will be determined on that
basis. The Koran has vivid descriptions of heaven and hell.
Buddhist doctrine is based on the belief that life is basically suffering, that suffering lies in craving or grasping,
that cessation of suffering and escape from continual rebirth is possible by following Buddhist practice, known
as the Noble Eightfold Path. The afterworld was seen as lying to the West in China, on the other side of Mount
T'ai.
For Jews moral behavior and attitudes determine one's eternal existence in the hereafter, but the notion of
individual salvation and heavenly existence is not prominent in Judaism.

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and
there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain;…But
for the…immoral persons…their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone…. Rev.
21:1,4,8.
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The Boy Who Came Back from Heaven
by

Kevin & Alex Malarkey
The Boy Who Came Back from Heaven is the true story about six-year-old Alex Malarkey
who was involved in a terrible car accident with his father Kevin in November, 2004.
Although Kevin was thrown (or carried by angels, according to Alex) from the vehicle, and
was basically uninjured, Alex, suffered an "internal decapitation" - his skull was no longer
attached to his spinal column, and he was not expected to survive. If he did the prognosis
was grim. His parents were told he would never be able to eat, speak, swallow or breathe
on his own. He was also a quadriplegic and severe brain injury was almost certain.
His parents dismissed the prognosis and began what would be weeks, months and years of
prayers for Alex in an ever widening circle that began with family and church friends
gathering around his hospital bed around the clock and eventually including strangers from
around the world. What a testimony to the power of prayer.
Alex remained in a coma for two months, but was aware of his surroundings and reported
several visits to Heaven to converse with Jesus, God, and enjoy the company of angels. He
also reported details of the accident, the rescue team, and activities of the hospital staff
where he was not physically present but watched from outside his physical body.
Alex’s story parallels that of Colton Burpo, a 3-year-old who had similar experiences while
undergoing an emergency appendectomy (see Heaven is for Real reviewed several months
ago).
Intense and ongoing prayer supported Alex’s parents and his 3 younger siblings through
difficult recovery, and Alex, now a teen ager, enjoys school, games, music and friends,
although confined to a wheelchair that he controls with his chin. His parents have not
given up the dream that he will one day walk.
Googling “Alex Malarkey” provides photos and videos of his difficult life passage, as well
as titles of other books about persons with similar experiences, and books that provide, in
contrast, a “Christian rebuttal” to Alex’s visits to Heaven.
What is one to think? I was attracted to this title as a result of some serious
questions about the hereafter and what might be the state of the loved ones I have lost.
The information in this month’s “In a Different Voice” column is a repeat of that provided
for the review of Heaven is for Real because the concept of another life beyond this one
seems universal and without a historical beginning. Yes, God does seem to have spoken to
His children in many different places at very different times.
Judith Johnston
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Golden Girls

The Golden Girls will meet on Tuesday, March 19, at the West 12th Street Applebees,
5:30 PM. Please RSVP to Janet Kuhns at 474-3029.

Presbytery Meeting
Thank you to all of you who helped with the Presbytery Meeting on Saturday, February 16!
Everything went very smoothly and the use of our new building was much appreciated!

Congratulations
Congratulations to
Sally Swanson and
George Esquivel,
who were married here
at our church on
Valentine’s Day!

2nd Annual Reverse Progressive
Dinner
On Sunday, March 10th, the youth group will
have their 2nd Annual Reverse Progressive
Dinner. They are looking for 1 more
volunteers to host each one of their four
courses: dessert, main meal, soups/salads,
appetizers. If this is something you would be
interested in, please contact Alysabeth
Mahood at alysabeth.mahood@gmail.com or
464-5945. Thank you!!

ZUMBATHON for a Good
Cause
Sponsored by Fun Fitness
March 9, 2013
Fairview Presbyterian Banquet Hall
4264 Avonia Road, Fairview, PA
16415
Mitchell Clark Evans
Grandson of Peggy Mimm
Born on January 30, 2013
Aaron Joseph Kandel
Grandson of Sam & Ann Lewis
Born on February 13, 2013
Jane Elizabeth Annegan
Granddaughter of Siri & Pat Annegan
Born on February 24, 2013

Registration: 9:15 AM
Zumbathon: 10:00 AM –
12:30 PM
$10.00 Admission
Zumbathon is a two hour charity event full of
cardio and dancing.
Burn tons of calories while raising money for
a great cause!
Proceeds benefit the Fairview Food Pantry
and My Father’s House of Erie
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Our Plants Need Your Help!
Judith Johnston faithfully watered all our plants here at the church every week. With her gone,
they are being neglected. If anyone can take care of them until she gets back, your help would
be greatly appreciated! Please call Amy at the church office.

Our 2013 Officers
Session
Doug Lee – Administration
Paul Simpson – Worship
Linda Boyd – Nominations
Sara Tobolewski – Mission & Nurture
Sid Manchester – Christian Ed
Ryan Crawford – Mission & Nurture
Kathy Mahood – Christian Ed
Jeff Sanner – Mission & Nurture
Karen Milewski – Mission & Nurture
Siri Annegan – Worship
Ann Lewis – Nominations/Memorial
Bob White – Administration

Trustees
Tom Brozell
Paul Johnson
Mark Hutchinson
Patty Sample
Char Plymyer
Bonnie Krause

Administration
Doug Lee
Bob White
Tom Brozell
Dick Case
Christine Phillips

Deacons

Treasurer

Andrea Ward
Donna Pierce - Secretary
Nancy Pickens
Rosie Tuten
Paula Paden - Treasurer
Jim Case
Gail Getz
Peggy Mimm – Funeral Dinner Coordinator
Annette Hutchinson
Wendy Case – Head Deacon
Joyce Getz
Marty Manchester

Gina Case

Financial Secretaries
Jim Getz
Liliane O’Brien
Carol Loll (alternate)

United Way Erie Free Taxes
The church is once again a site for United Way Erie Free Taxes. They will be here Monday &
Thursday evenings beginning January 28th. Any 2012 households with incomes of $51,000 or
less qualify for free Federal, State, & Local income tax returns. Please call 1-888-829-5680
for an appointment. There is also a “No Wait” Drop Off service.

Page 8

One Great Hour Of Sharing
Already There! Still There!
For more than fifty years, Presbyterians have joined with many other Christians throughout the nation in supporting the
One Great Hour of Sharing offering, responding to Christ's love for all people by joyfully sharing that love with people
in need. The refugee and the stranger have found food and safe shelter; those stunned by the aftermath of disasters have
found relief and help rebuilding; and communities seeking to take control of their future have found caring neighbors.
The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half century have provided a powerful
witness to the love of the One who came that all might have life more abundantly.
Consider the recent Hurricane Sandy…One Great Hour Of Sharing was already there with aid and support before any of
us could even contemplate how we could help. Certainly, we all want to help but our own uncertainty about how to go
about it causes delays which can be measured in human costs.
Through the Nagarta Water Project, a supported partner of the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 35 villages in Niger now
have access to clean drinking water through drilled wells. Access to this water will increase the intensity and diversity
of agriculture and directly improve the nutrition of the village residents.

Over the past few years, your gifts have enabled the Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
and Self-Development of People share the joy experienced in Christ. These gifts have helped rebuild a fishing
community left in tatters in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, provided food and shelter to those affected by the
devastating earthquake in Haiti, and fueled our ability to provide peace and hope to those touched by the recent
shootings in Tucson, Arizona; Aurora, Colorado; and Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

You come to Fairview Presbyterian Church , in part, because we depend on each other. God sends us out from the
church depending on us to help each other in this world in which we live. Just like Jesus who has helped so many get
their life back, with One Great Hour Of Sharing you can help give life back to so many people.

Again this year, the Fairview Presbyterian Church will be receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing offering along with
the regular offering throughout the Sundays of Lent, ending on Easter Sunday. Special offering envelopes will be
available in the racks in the pews and special inserts will be placed in the Sunday bulletin. .

Many of you were already there with the One Great Hour of Sharing in the past. Can I ask “are you still there with the
One Great Hour of Sharing as we continue with the work that God has given to us”?

Submitted by – Sam Lewis - Missions Committee
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Birthdays
1
2

Shannon Sanders
Christine Phillips
Arlene Traut
4 Morgan Russin
8 Alysa Boone
9 Susan Althof
Nick Pfeffer
10 Kayla Paden
11 Tyler Pfeffer
Zac Twining
Stephanie Mitchell
12 Betsy Mitcho
13 Andy Foyle
Eli Iszkula
15 Buster Johnston
16 Hannah Vogan
17 Robb Pifer
18 David Durst
20 Bill Gohn
Joey Sample
21 Jane Gohn
Marsha Heath
Heather Adams
26 Sarah Vogan
Penny Qualls
27 Rebecca Church

29
30

Siri Annegan
Joe Weidenboerner
Sr.
31 Andrea Miller
Sarah Adams
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Editor’s Page
Yesterday was the 17th anniversary of
Kyle’s death. No matter how well I’m
doing emotionally, February 18th is a hard
day for me. I try not to isolate myself, but
I’m afraid that’s just what I did this year.
I’d thought ahead and prepared a casserole
for dinner that had to be refrigerated
overnight, so dinner was taken care of.
Now, how to get through the day…..
I’d recently completed a scrapbook of
pictures of Kyle’s life, so I took some time
to go through it yesterday. It helped but
made me sad at the same time.
I was reminded of the prayers I’d offered
up while Kyle was sick and when he died. I
especially remember that while we were
lying together just before he died that I
prayed that God not let him suffer. He was
in pain and it just broke my heart. We had
pain medication and did administer that,
but the pain was bad.
I believe God answered that prayer by
“healing” Kyle. It wasn’t long after that
that he drew his last breath and passed
peacefully from us and into the arms of his
Father.
I’d never doubted that these
prayers were heard, for I believe God really
listens to us. I’ll always believe that.

Today I was preparing for my Bible
study and came across this:
“It’s reassuring to know our
suffering never escapes his notice. God
sees and God hears. Hears our muffled
sobs late at night. Hears our whispered
pleas in doctors’ waiting rooms. Hears
our unspoken words when we struggle
to pray. What comfort, knowing we’re
loved by a God who listens.”
Liz Curtis Higgs
Slightly Bad Girls of the Bible

I know there are people who feel that
God isn’t involved in our day to day
lives, but that doesn’t fly with me. I
know he probably doesn’t care what we
serve for dinner or which movie we
choose to go to, but I think He’s there
through all that.
No one will ever
convince me otherwise.
Barb Mucciarone
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