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Coffee House
We will be having a Coffee House on Saturday, October 26 from 7 – 9 pm in our
Fellowship Hall. Bryan Kandel will be our guest, singing songs from his new CD!
Please join us for a fun evening of music and fellowship!

Kitchen Campaign Under Way!
The Kitchen Committee is trying to raise money for much needed new dishes, silverware, &
linen table cloths. There is a display in the Lobby of the place setting they chose. If you would
like to make a donation, there are envelopes on the table display. Maybe you would like to
make a donation in honor or in memory of someone! There will be also be upcoming
fundraising events for this campaign. Watch for information in the bulletin, weekly news, and
newsletter!

Another Donation!
We received another donation in honor of Janet Harvey for the new dishes!
Thank you to her other Bridge Group - Ginny Sundberg, Eleanor Sample, Jane MacEwen, and
Louise Hutchinson for their very thoughtful gift!

Special Dates
World Communion Sunday ~ Oct.6
Columbus Day Observation ~ Oct. 14
Harvest Dinner ~ Oct. 16

Table of Contents
Harvest Dinner . . . . . . Page 2
Chuck’s Chatter . . . . . Page 3
Joys and Concerns. . . . Page 4
In a Different Voice . . Page 5
Book Review . . . . . . . Page 6
Church News. . . . . Pages 7,8,9
Bits and Pieces. . . . . . . Page 10
Calendar. . . . . . . . . . Page 11
Birthdays. . . . . . . . . . . Page 12
Editor’s Page. . . . . . . . Page 13

Page 2

Well, I was apparently correct in my prophecy in the last Flyer
that the Steelers would have a rough season, but this is
ridiculous! I am already rooting for 0-16 so we can get the
number one draft pick.
But – miraculously the Pirates are still playing meaningful
games as I write this. Would it not be cool if the pirates and
Indians were still playing in 3 weeks?
I have to say that over the past few years I have come to see
Jesus in a whole different way than I once did.
More and more I see just how courageous and bold that he
was. I see that the world around him, the religious leaders of
his community, the politicians that held power in his time, his
disciples, even the crowds that gathered to hear him, none of
these people had any power over him. He simply was himself
all the time.
It has come to be that one of my very favorite things about
Jesus is how he does whatever he wants to without caring two
whits about what other people thought. (A whit BTW is the
smallest particle imaginable. It is a word I use every once in
while because no one else ever uses it and it makes me feel
smart) I love that Jesus is like that. I especially love it when
his behavior irritates the nice religious people. I tend to irritate
the nice religious people too, but not necessarily for being like
Jesus. I’m just clumsy and foolish sometimes.
One of the ways Jesus annoys and irritates nice religious
people is by stepping over the very well defined lines of who
it was okay to love and treat with respect and dignity and who
one should look down on and avoid. It tends to be a quality of
nice religious people that they have a nice religious set of
people that they belong to and accept and that there are lots of
groups that they see as being beneath them or at least less
acceptable than they are.
Think of all the times that Jesus healed someone and the nice
religious people got upset because Jesus had done the healing
on the wrong day, the Sabbath, or he had touched the unclean
person, or transgressed some other religious rule in completing
his healing.

nice religious people, who value parameters over people.
A few weeks ago while in North Carolina I was privileged
to hear Catholic theologian James Allison talk about how
we think faith is about striving – keeping parameters,
calling people out for not having it right, spiritual practices,
doctrinal purity… whatever – but that really faith is about
… (and I love this!) faith is really about … relaxing.
Specifically, relaxing in the way we do when we are with a
friend who we know for certain is fond of us. We don’t
have to strive around them and we somehow still become
our best self – funny, spontaneous, free. Allison suggests
that faith is trusting so much that God is fond of us that we
just … relax.
Maybe that is why Jesus was so able to be himself all the
time. He knew!
So, as we have stepped out of summer vacation mode and
back into fall business mode, my October encouragement
to you is, relax!
Relax - God is not watching over your shoulder and
keeping a list of your screw-ups.
Relax - God doesn’t need you to keep score for him
regarding who has their beliefs right and who is behaving
as they ought.
Relax – and leave the God stuff to God. You are probably
not very good at being God anyway.
Relax because God loves you and in the end not much else
matters.
Relax and enjoy the life you have been given. October is a
great month to do that. Leaves turning glorious colors.
Warm days and cool crisp fall evenings. Sunshine. Harvest.
Apples. Pumpkins and pumpkin pie. Cider. The fragrance
of the grape orchards all along the lake. Wine tasting
season. Little ones at your door wearing costumes. Hockey
season. World series!
Good stuff. Relax! Enjoy!

Now, I don’t know about you, but I have some people in my
life who I would like to see get healed and I would not care a
whit (Yes!) about how they did it. They could do it while
reading from the Koran and rubbing the belly of a Buddha and
all I would notice was that my friend was healed!

Notice I didn’t mention football.

See you in church! (I hope!) Love you all!

But there are a lot of people in our world, often, especially,
nice religious people, who value parameters over people.
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October 2013
There is a tendency in churches to spend a lot of time naming our troubles and sorrows (things
to pray about) and not much time to naming and celebrating our joys and blessings. It is kind of
the nature of the church thing to focus on needs. But I think it can tend to bring us down. It can
cause us to miss the beauty and glory of life in Christ. So I am suggesting that we all think this
month on the good stuff. I will be asking in worship a couple of times this coming month, “What
are you happy about?” or “What joy have you experienced recently?” Come to church
prepared to share! And, I hope you bring a positive attitude to your prayer life as well. Pray for
the needs listed below, but don’t forget to celebrate the good things in your life as well.

People to Pray for
Hagan Hetz has a brain tumor. It is a type of tumor that can lie dormant for some time and
then become active and grow fast. His is currently in a dormant phase but could become
active at any time. Our prayer is for it to remain dormant and for a cure to be found.
Gail Getz is actually doing much better with her pulmonary fibrosis.
Dave Sanner is having a scan done this week to ascertain how his cancer is progressing.
Al Copeland still in Afghanistan where he is doing security work at a prison.
Lori Straub continues to battle both MS and Sjogren’s disease.
Deb Pifer and Julie Seggi both continue battling MS. Julie has some special need because
she can not work and has no means of supporting herself right now.
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s and is at Sarah Reed
Ron Palmer – son-in-law of Anna Mae Traut has very serious heart problems and his
diabetes is making it hard for doctors to treat him.
Jean Simpson is dying. Pray for Jean, her husband Paul, her daughter Steph and her
granddaughters Samantha and Rebecca.
Ron Stadler has been moved (probably permanently) to Pleasant Ridge.

Stuff to Celebrate
Babies that don’t understand proper worship etiquette and make noise during the sermon!!
A good read on a cool fall night. I am looking for a great novel to read this fall. Tell me what
you have been reading. Make a recommendation.
New friends who are very different from me. I am talking to a number of lovely Muslims
and learning that they and we have much in common.
The deep beauty of Jesus Christ. Every time I turn my attention to him I fall in love with his
unique combination of courage and compassion.
What are you celebrating these days?

Our Young People in the Military
Josh Nies – Texas now, soon to be based in Montana
Joe Grimaldi – home from Kandahar, Afghanistan soon to return to his base in Seattle.
Scotty Case - Mississippi

Page 4

In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Native American religions tend not to be institutionalized but rather experiential and personal
while still being communal.
Native American religions tend to be carried out mainly in a family or tribal location first and
are better explained as more of a process or journey than a religion. It is a relationship
experienced between Creator and created. For Native Americans, religion is never separated
from one's daily life unlike Western cultures where religion is experienced privately and
gradually integrated into one's public life. For Native Americans, a relationship with God,
experienced as a relationship with all of creation does not require an institution or building.
All of creation has life. Rocks, trees, mountains, and everything that is visible lives and is part
of creation and therefore has life which must be respected.

"Do not be idolatrous about or bound to any doctrine, theory, or ideology, even
Buddhist ones.”
Thick Nhat Hanh, Zen Master

It is Allah who has created seven heavens and of the earth, the like of them. [His] command
descends among them so you may know that Allah is over all things competent and that Allah
has encompassed all things in knowledge. Koran 65:12 (Sahih International)

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Psalm 51:10

Lead Us From the Unreal To the Real
Lead Us From Darkness To Light
Lead Us From Death To Immortality
Let There Be Peace Peace Peace.
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 1.3.28 (Hindu)

For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT)
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Buck Naked Faith...A Brutally Honest Look at Stunted Christianity
by Eric Sandras, Ph.D.

This short paperback is a tool for personal growth. The questions and exercises in the
Growth Points scattered throughout the text could also be used for a Sunday School class or
other Bible study groups.

Sandras, while a full-time student and part-time waiter and student ministry leader with
over 250 persons in attendance, describes his religious artificiality followed by a desire to
become real, as a follower of Christ. To get there he was told by his pastor, “Eric, God
doesn’t build a man, he breaks him.” Sandras begins his 15-year training course to change
his stunted Christianity, with many broken places along the way.

What does this involve for us? Sandras says you must look at what you publically profess.
Then, examine how you really live. Jesus told his listeners that not everyone who calls him
Lord will enter heaven. Sandras challenges the reader to first look closely at what his/her
denomination’s doctrines state. The hard work of becoming real is to then drop the
artificiality of appearance, religious language, church architecture and superficial
relationships. Then ask yourself if you are allowing these doctrines to encourage an everdeepening relationship with Jesus, or are you using them as a static do-and-don’t guide to
acceptable but shallow behavior?

Cheese puff Christians, fruit salad cultures, and candy-coated faith are used to describe the
stunted Christian life, but Sandras’ most picturesque analogy is the bonsai tree—a living
thing that looks real, appears to have weathered many a storm and lived a long life, but is
purely the product of a patient person with assorted tools and a protected environment who
produces something that is stunted, starved for water and fertilizer, and unable t o survive in
the outdoors.
We are reminded that God’s love for us can only be reflected in our love for others—
especially the oddball, the eccentric, the annoying, those out of step with what we wrongly
assume is the correct way to live. This takes hard work, changing our views and then our
behavior, standing buck naked before Jesus, and trading in our bonsai tree persona for a
vibrant and ever- growing faith.
Judith Johnston

Page 6

“WHAT HEALTH CARE REFORM MEANS”
October 29, 2013
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN
EDINBOR0
6:30 pm.
Are you feeling lost in the world of Health Care and the new reforms? Do you wonder where
to start? Would you like help navigating through the insurance “exchanges”? Candy Littell,
president of Candace Littell, LLC., a business that deals with the impact of health care reform,
will be presenting a seminar addressing these concerns. This is a 90-120 minute program to
help folks understand their options and opportunities in health care. This program is for
everyone who is impacted, members of our congregations, sessions, as well as teaching and
ruling elders. This seminar is free of charge but preregistration is necessary to provide the
appropriate accommodations. Register by October 24 at the Presbytery Office. In order to run
this seminar we need at least 25 people commit to attend. Sign up early!!!
Please contact Shelia at 814-868-4891 (x113) or shelia@pbylakeerie.org

Attention Committees
Budget Requests
Administration is requesting Committee budgets be in by their November 5 meeting. So
please plan to go over your budgets during your October meetings. Please send the requests
to the church email or leave on Amy’s desk. Thank you!

ERIE FREE TAXES VITA SITE COORDINATOR NEEDED
Part-time, temporary position available February - April, 2014. Fairview Presbyterian Church
location. Responsibilities include overseeing site operations, supervising volunteer preparers,
and tax preparation. Two days per week, 4pm-8pm. Free IRS training. $13/hr. Tax preparation
experience required. Send resume to: Cheryl@unitedwayerie.org or United Way of Erie
County, 420 W. 6th St., Erie, PA 16507 EOE

Tailgate Party
The Coffee House Committee will be having a Tailgate Party on Friday, October 11, at 5:30
pm in our Fellowship Hall before the Fairview football game. They are inviting Fairview
elementary, middle, and high schools. They need help with food – sloppy joes, meatballs,
munchies, or whatever you can bring! There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the Lobby.
Thank you for your help!
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FOOD PANTRY HELP NEEDED!
Help is needed at 10 am to unload the Food
Truck and set up for the Food Pantry the day
before each Food Pantry. Help is also needed
during the Food Pantry each first Saturday of
the month, from 9 am – Noon. If you can
help, please call the church office at 474-3914.
THANK YOU!

Community Shelter Services
We received a letter from Community
Shelter Services thanking us for our help in
providing personal care items for Columbus
Apartments residents. They are very grateful
for our concern for those they serve. The
letter is on the bulletin board outside the
Sanctuary.
Thank you to everyone who contributed!

Children’s Clothes

Rummage Sale

We are in desperate need for children’s
clothes for our Clothes Closet. We will
take summer or winter, from infants
through high school. If you have any
donations, please leave them in the
Clothes Closet or in the hallway just
outside. Thank you!

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with
the Rummage Sale!
With your help we raised over $3000!
Thanks for all your hard work! You are
awesome!

Flower Beds

Nursery Help
Help is needed in the Nursery from 9:15 11:30 am, during Sunday School and the
worship service. Thank you to our volunteers,
but we need more! There is a Nursery chart on
the bulletin board outside the Sanctuary.
Please fill in your name next to the date you
can help.
THANK YOU FOR HELPING US
CONTINUE THIS MINISTRY!

A big THANK YOU to the folks who
provided equipment and products and lots of
hard work to make our flower beds weeded,
edged, and mulched--part of the Adopt a
Flower Bed project: Dana Gibson, Alice
Coughlin, Louise Hutchinson, Fred Ralph,
Joe Weidenboerner, Greg & Betsy Mitcho,
Sam Lewis, Paul Johnson, & Dave Sanner.
Judith Johhnston

“Your Financial Help”
Doug Fronzaglia, retired from Edward Jones, will be teaching a class “Your Financial Health.”
It will be held at 9:15 am in the Adult Lounge on the following Sundays:
October 6, November 3, and December 1.
Class Topics:
How to get a handle on your finances
How to budget and stick to it
How to get out of debt
How to invest wisely
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Per Capita
We are still accepting donations for “per capita.” Based on the size of our congregation, we are
requested by the Presbytery to pay $5,887 this year. This money goes to help pay administration
costs as well as for mission projects such as the loan to our church. Based on this amount, we are
asking each member to pay $30. We are about $2000 short. If you have already paid, thank you! If
you haven’t and are able to contribute, please send it in, or leave it in a white envelope from the pew
marked “per capita,” in the offering basket.
Please designate the check in the memo “per capita” as well.
THANK YOU!

Bonton Coupon Books
Good for November 15 & 16, Community Days 2013 Sale!
Bonton coupon books will be sold after church each Sunday through mid- November.
The cost is only $5, for $500 worth of coupons! All the proceeds will go to our church. Take
advantage of this great offer of savings while helping raise money towards the many things we
need! If anyone would like to help sell them at work or to friends, please let Amy know!

Harvest
Dinner
October 16, 2013

The sign-up sheets are out! Help is needed with food prep,
set-up, baking for the Bake Sale, cooks, waiters, and
dishwashers during the dinner, and clean-up. Please sign
up! We have a lot of fun working together for this
fundraiser. This is a great way to get to know one another,
so new members, please join us!

Page 9




What Old Testament people
experienced God parting the waters
so they could cross on dry land, and
under what circumstances did they
do so?
A.

The Hebrew slaves, fleeing
Egypt through the Red Sea
B. The 12 Tribes of Isrqel, as
they crossed the Jordan
River into the Promised
Land
C. Elijah and Elisha, crossing
the Jordan before Elijah
was taken up into heaven
D. All of the above







What We’d Like to Hear in Church
Hey, it’s my turn to sit in the front pew!
I was so enthralled, I never noticed your sermon
ran longer than usual.
I’ll volunteer to be the permanent junior high
Sunday school teacher.
I love it when we sing hymns I’ve never heard
before.
Because we’re all here, let’s start the worship
service early.
Pastor, we’d like to send you to this Bible
seminar in the Bahamas.
Nothing inspires me and strengthens my
commitment like our annual stewardship
campaign.

God’s Highly Valued Investment
Someone once asked IBM founder Thomas Watson
if he would fire an employee who made a mistake
that cost the company $60,000. To the questioner’s
surprise, Watson replied, “Why would I fire
someone in whom I’ve invested $60,000 in
training?”
Neither will God “fire” or in any way dismiss us for
our mistakes and failures. He has invested far too
much –even his own Son’s life! – in each of us for
that.
Don’t hold back for fear of failure. Serve the lord
boldly. Try something new for the sake of the
Gospel, and when you make a mistake, bring it
honestly to God in prayer. Be open to the Holy
Spirit, who provides “continuing education – in
Scripture, through other Christians and by
connecting directly with your heart – to improve
your skills and gifts every day.

Answer: D
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Birthdays
1
2
6
7
8
9
10
13
14

15
16

18
19
21
22
23
27
28
29
30
31

Kathy Wilson
Paula Corsi
Colton Schleicher
Jonovon Derry
Reid Crawford
Stephanie Church
Carol Redlawsk
Steven Schleicher
Andrea Ward
Erik Iszkula
Steve Iszkula
Micayla Chorney
Rosie Tuten
Jacob Tobolewski
Dave Ward
Jason Derry
Jean Simpson
Suzanne Boone
Jordyn Sanner
Ainslie Brosig
Jay Fonticella
Jenna Hanas
Daniel Miller Jr.
Eleanor Sample
Paul Johnson
Joshua Tobolewski
Mark Tobolewski
Tom Solvedt
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Editor’s Page
I was recently reading a book in which a
young woman was abducted from a tony
private school. The story was about a
man who was tasked with finding her and
returning her to her devastated family. In
attempting to explain to another Secret
Service agent (the young woman who
was abducted was the daughter of the
President-elect of the United States) why
he was uniquely qualified for this
assignment, the man (who had recently
lost his own daughter in a horrific
automobile accident) asked if this other
agent had ever been through her “darkest
times.” The agent, through her silence,
admitted she had not. The man said that
he had, just recently, been through his
own personal darkest times and could,
therefore, completely understand how the
young woman’s family felt and what they
were going through.
The man had, in the presence of the
Secret Service woman, promised the
parents that he would find and return
their daughter to them. Later the woman
told the man that it was wrong to give
them hope; that it was an illusion, that it
was patently unfair. He, of course, didn’t
see it this way. And I have to say I agree
with him.
Hope is a healing salve. It lifts the spirit
and calms nerves. I can only imagine
where I would have been had I not had
hope that Kyle would survive cancer. In
fact, I was almost daily given hope of this

this. Every time I administered the
chemotherapy I was reminded that it was
actively seeking out and destroying the
cancer cells.
But hope is nothing without faith. Faith
that a loving God will administer mercy,
and that whatever the outcome will be
right beside us just waiting for us to
accept His mercy and walk into His open
arms. Faith that however we come out of
these darkest hours, He is there.
Wouldn’t it be nice if every outcome
were just what we wished for? I’m
reminded that somewhere I heard that life
is a tapestry; only God know what the
finished product is, until we get to the
end of our life and can see the tapestry as
He sees it.
You may wonder how I can say I was
comforted by the hope and faith I had
while Kyle was going through treatment
and then have him die anyway. I hope
you believe me when I say that there is
absolutely no way I could have gone
through those seven years (and especially
the end) without that hope. The darkest
hours were horrible, but ultimately
bearable. For you see, I know where
Kyle is. I know I’ll be with him again
and this time nothing will take him from
me. And then I can thank God personally
for helping me through everything.
Barb Mucciarone
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