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Veterans Day Luncheon
The Youth Group would like to once again honor both active military and military veterans with a
luncheon on Sunday, November 13th after worship. We would like you to invite any family or
friends that have served in the military to come and worship with us and to join us for lunch. We
would like the members of the congregation to bring a side dish or dessert to share that day.
Although the Youth Group recognizes the special sacrifice of military veterans and their families
honored on Veterans Day, we would like to take the opportunity to recognize the service of first
responders as well. If you know any Police Officers, Firefighters, Paramedics or other first
responders please invite them to the luncheon to be acknowledged for what they do.
Any questions email Jake Tobolewski at jake.tobolewski@gmail.com.

There will be a Thanksgiving Eve Service on Wednesday,
November 23rd, at 7:00 pm.

Hanging of the Greens
We will be decorating for Christmas on Sunday, November 20, immediately following worship.
Help is needed! Thank you to Ralph & Cindy Heidler for heading this up again this year!
We also need volunteers to provide sandwiches for the helpers. There will be a sign-up sheet on
the table in the Lobby. Thank you to all!

Hmmm, what to talk about this month? This is a
true dilemma. Do I talk about the looming
presidential election and all the uproar that
accompanies it OR do I talk about stewardship?
Well let’s see, most of you are probably, like me,
worn out by this whole election which has dragged
on for what seems like decades. So that is
probably not a great choice.
On the other hand, whenever pastors talk about
stewardship, most people discretely get out their
cell phones to surf the web or chat with friends.
Yeah, you think I don’t see you, but I do.
So, how about we go in another direction?
A few years ago I Donna and I were thinking that it
was time to go back to Pittsburgh and I put out my
resume. I ended up interviewing with a couple of
churches in the ‘burgh. One search committee
asked a question I hadn’t thought much about.
They asked what I thought was my greatest
achievement in my 20 years at Fairview.
I said that I thought we had helped the
congregation to change the culture of the church.
What I meant by that was that we were becoming
a church that was a safe, non-judgment place
where anyone could experience the opened
armed unconditional love of God.
After this election, Christians will need to do what
they’ve been doing for 2,000 years, remember that
our strength and our peace come from God, not
from any president. And if we really get that, if we
live in that truth, we will be able to extend the love
of God to those on the other side of the big issues
because we will not view them as opponents, but
as daughters and sons of God who are sinners
just like us. This, and only this, will be our legacy.
Secondly, if we are going to be the church where
love grows, we are going to need you all to keep
supporting the church financially.

That was made real by a rapid decrease in gossip
around the church, and by a deep understanding
that all of us are flawed sinners, and by the
courage to address the big issues in our society
without generating animosity or division, and by a
willingness to help rather than judge others.
And it was accompanied by an increase in
outreach ministries like the food pantry, and car
clinic, and the group that roofed houses and built
ramps, and youth mission trips to Appalachia, and
Pine Ridge County South Dakota (the poorest
county in the country), and a high level of mission
giving, and a clothing closet, and our revolving
loan fund for local families in need, and …
I said to that search committee that I felt that we,
at Fairview Pres. were truly living into, living up to,
our motto, “Love Grows Here.”
Two of the big matters that lead many to judge,
condemn, fight, and that divide families, churches,
and nations, are politics and money.
Ahh! Yes! The election and stewardship!
Let me just say something briefly about each of
those. First, in 10 days America will have elected a
new president who many of us will find distasteful.
But I want to say that I am pretty sure Jesus would
suggest to us that the higher power will not have
changed and that the calling to love has not been
suspended because or candidate lost.
We can only do what we do here: the Belize
partnership, feeding hundreds each month,
providing free tax preparation, fixing cars,
establishing a safe and meaningful ministry for a
growing number of young people, and – well, you
know the list – we can only do it if you continue to
pay the salaries of those who facilitate ministry,
and maintain the building that houses those
ministries. No one likes to hear this but the reality
is that our generosity with time and money makes
it all possible, or NOT!
Let’s keep it growing.
Love ya – see you in church!
Pastor Chuck

People to Pray for:
Andrea Ward's mom, Valerie Ryan, had a severe stroke October 25. She lost all mobility on
her left side. Prayers for Andrea, Val, and the family.
Alex Delgado, a past student of Dick & Gina Case, now married with 3 kids, was diagnosed
with stage 2 testicular cancer. Surgery is November 1. Prayers for him and his family.
Carol Sample had a lumpectomy. She will be going through chemo. The doctors said they
caught it early. Prayers of gratitude, and that she will do well with the chemo.
Gloria Sipes' mom has stage three ovarian cancer. She will be having surgery October 31.
Mark Hutchinson has been hired by a government Missile company in Arizona. He now lives
there; Annette will move there in 1 year after Adam graduates. Prayers for all of them.
Ruth Getz - health is not good.
Danielle Nies' mom Sharon had brain surgery, has grade 4 glioblastoma
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family

Joys to Celebrate!
Janet English is doing well after her knee surgery and is going to rehab therapy.
Amy's cousin Lisa Starr had her last chemo treatment. The PET scan showed no cancer!!!
Bill & Judith Johnston's niece Doreen and their friend Sue are both doing well with their
chemo.

Snow Removal
It’s time to think about the “S” word!!!
Help is needed to remove snow off the church walkways during the week and Sunday mornings as
needed. The church has a snow blower. This will be a paid position - $10 per hour. If anyone is
interested, please contact Amy at the church office.
“Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of action.”
— W.J. Cameron

United Way Erie Free Taxes
Temporary, part time Erie FREE Taxes site coordinator position available at Fairview Presbyterian
Church. January, 2017 through April 15, 2017. Two days per week, approximately 5 hours per day
at $13 per hour. Tax preparation experience required. For more information call Cheryl, 814-4562937, or send an email to cheryl@unitedwayerie.org.

The Long View of Advent
Advent is about preparing not only for Christmas but also for Jesus’ return. According to Scripture,
that won’t be the calm, silent scene described in Christmas carols.
In 1928, Dietrich Bonhoeffer preached: “It is very remarkable that we face the thought that God is
coming so calmly, whereas previously peoples trembled at the day of God …. We have become so
accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God’s coming at Christmas that we no longer feel the
shiver of fear that God’s coming should arouse in us. We … [forget] the serious aspect, that the God
of the world draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us.”
God is love; we’ll be in good hands at the end of time. But during Advent, also be in awe of God.
Embrace a reverent fear of the Lord that reminds you how profound it is that God chooses again
and again to draw near and lay claim to you.

Golden Girls
The Golden Girls will meet on Wednesday, November 16, 5:15 at Avonia Tavern.

Always Thankful
Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” in 1636.
At the time, the Thirty Years’ War was ravaging central Europe, claiming millions of lives. Rinkart
served as pastor in Eilenburg, a walled town that became a crowded refuge for starving fugitives.
Although Rinkart was struggling to provide for his own family, he opened his own home to people in
need.
After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted up to 50 funerals a day — including services
for his wife and the only other two pastors in town. Amid the despair, he wrote many hymns,
including “Now Thank We All Our God.” Originally intended as a table prayer, it’s now sung at
Thanksgiving to remember God’s “countless gifts of love” — even during hardships.

“God gave us five senses; it is sheer ingratitude to worship him with any less.”
—Martin Luther

The Jesus I Never Knew
by
Philip Yancey
The Jesus I Never Knew (of which there are several copies available in the church’s library – Ed.),
according to the flyleaf, “uncovers a Jesus who is brilliant, creative, challenging, fearless,
compassionate, unpredictable and ultimately satisfying.” If this is the Jesus you never knew, the
opening chapter of this book will capture not only your curiosity but your excitement.
Unlike the lovely Christmas cards that portray the Holy Family cleanly dressed and adorned with
golden halos and expressions of tranquility, Yancey, with modern parlance, startles the reader with
descriptions of the reality of Jesus’ birth: the public condemnation and humiliation of an unwed
mother; birth in a dirty, impoverished and hostile environment with no family support; and with a
death threat being pursued by a despotic and murderous king. This is the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords?
Yancey’s several years of research—films, writings, early church doctrines—and his personal
questionings about this Strange Man, God Incarnate (really?) who asks us to commit totally to his
teachings, One who was willing to relinquish power for the sake of love, a failed Messiah by earthly
standards, Yancey concludes his search with unshakeable faith that this was indeed God’s entrance
into His creation through Jesus, who provides us with intimate access to God’s presence, unlike the
Old Testament Jews who knew God as distant and to be feared.
By consolidating various episodes in Jesus’ life, Yancey brings focus to aspects of his character and
personality that are not usually the substance of sermons about our Lord and Savior. One example:
Jesus was invited to 6 dinner parties. Ah, Jesus, the dinner guest. But, for some he was not a
guest they would welcome at their tables. He challenged both the Roman and Jewish authorities
(not politically correct); broke with local customs (social faux pas); and was sometimes insulting
(bad manners), all done to teach us how to relinquish the tyranny of legalism and open our hearts
to the facets of grace, forgiveness, and God’s unconditional love.
While published in 1995, Yancey’s final chapters are timely during an election year. He does not
challenge one’s desire as a good citizen to be politically involved. But he does strongly caution, with
ample historical evidence (Russia and the Orthodox church, Rome and the early Christian church,
modern-day Americans enjoining “Christian values” with political parties) that pursuing the Visible
Kingdom (government powers) with expectations of fixing our society is always a losing battle. We
should rather be pursuing the Invisible Kingdom of God. He writes, “Whatever activism I get
involved with it must not drive out love and humility, or otherwise I betray the kingdom of heaven.”
And Mother Teresa said,” First we meditate on Jesus and then we go out and look for him in
disguises.” He is always found, regardless of which political entities are in power.
Judith Johnston

Forgive and Let Go
Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, was said to never hold grudges. One day
someone reminded her of an offense that another person had committed against her. “Don’t you
remember?” the friend pressed. “No,” Barton replied. “I distinctly remember forgetting that.”
Forgiving and forgetting are not precisely the same. While God declares that he’ll “remember [our]
sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:34), it’s tough for humans to completely forget harm done to us, even
when we want to forgive.
On the other hand, like Barton, we can consciously choose not to ruminate on an offense, as a cow
does its cud. We can opt not to bring up past hurts during present disagreements, and we can
intentionally not recount someone’s sin to a third party, hoping they’ll take our side. In the process of
“choosing to forget” the wrong done to us, surely we’ll also find it easier to forgive.

Where is Thy Sting?
Death’s power is limited. It cannot eradicate memories or slay love. It cannot destroy even a
threadbare faith or permanently hobble the smallest hope in God. It cannot permeate the soul and it
cannot cripple the spirit. It merely separates us for a while. That is the only power death can claim
— no more.
― Donna VanLiere

Harvest Dinner
Thank you to everyone who donated salads & baked goods for the Harvest Dinner, and to all the
helping hands! It was a great success, and enjoyed by many. We raised about $3,300! A special
thanks to Karen Milewski & Jen Lewis for organizing the dinner this year.

Christmas Cookie Tray Sale
Our annual Cookie Tray Fundraiser will begin Sunday, November 6. A tray of 5 dozen assorted
Christmas cookies is $20. There will be a sign-up sheet and envelopes on the table in the Lobby.
Please sign your name and how many trays you would like. Please leave your money in an
envelope with your name on it either in the offering basket or on Amy’s desk. Orders need to be in
by December 4, and PREPAID.

WE NEED BAKERS!!!
There is also a sign-up sheet for help baking the cookies. Please sign your name, the kind you
would like to make, and how many. If there are any questions, please call Edie Leuschen at
474-2851 or Joyce Getz at 474-5914. Thank you for your help!!!

A Grateful Heart
Thou hast given so much to me,
Give one thing more — a grateful heart;
Not thankful when it pleaseth me,
As if thy blessings had spare days,
But such a heart whose pulse may be thy praise.
— George Herbert

The Meaning of Life
The greatest thing is to give thanks for everything. He who has learned this knows what it means to
live. He has penetrated the whole mystery of life: giving thanks for everything.
— Albert Schweitzer

In a Different Voice
(A monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnston)
Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary—as America becomes increasingly
diverse, we are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways.
Yet, God seems to have spoken to His children in many different places at very
different times. Some of these diverse views will be featured each month to
encourage a healthy curiosity about other spiritual writings and to open us up to
possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

I was absolutely thunderstruck by the extraordinary reality of the man I found in the Gospels….I
discovered a man so incredibly real that no one could have made Him up.” M. Scott Peck, author
of The Road Less Traveled.
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart has trusted in Him and I am helped. He is not
only with me but in me and I in Him. St. Francis de Sales 1567 – 1622
If there is no God, then anything is permitted. Dostoevsky from The Brothers Karamazov
Do Muslims believe that Christ will come again? Christians and Muslims both hold that Jesus
Christ was raised alive to heaven and will return to earth at the end times. Although the two religions
differ as to how he shall appear and what he will accomplish when he returns, they both teach that
his return from heaven will herald the climax of human history.
Love begets love, love knows no rules, this is same for all. Virgil, Roman poet, 70 B.C. – 19 B.C.
Out of suffering have emerged the strongest souls; the most massive characters are seared with
scars. Kahil Gibran 1883 – 1931
I'm having trouble believing that many churches in America are anything but self-serving business
ventures. Churchianity has, in many cases, replaced Christianity. Look at their budgets. Each one is
supporting a building and a professional staff. Members are convinced that being ''active'' in church,
serving on committees, teaching Sunday School, singing in the choir, or hosting a pot-luck is ''God's
work'' and most of the money and effort goes to the propagation of a church building where people
gather for one hour on Sunday morning.
The leader of this thing called Christianity lived off of welfare and had no place to lay his head. He
was so far removed from padded pews and air conditioning that his disciples had to borrow a cave
to bury him in. His message was simple: feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and
imprisoned, and bring them the good news of a loving Father. It is recorded that when Jesus went
up in the hills and looked down upon the religious people of Jerusalem, he wept. Surely he is
weeping today. From the Zephyr website. Source of writer unclear, possibly Lakota Native
American

[Thanksgiving] I’m grateful to you for so many things: family and friends, shelter and food, life on
this earth and life in you. Thank you, Lord!

Please Note:
The deadline for the newsletter is the 20th of each
month. If you have any information you would like to
put in, please email it to folandjr@gmail.com.
Thank You.

Use It All Up
About two-thirds of Americans say eating Thanksgiving leftovers is more important than eating the
actual holiday meal. That’s one of the few times people hope food is left on the table.
When it comes to giving out blessings, God doesn’t want any leftovers to remain. In Genesis 12:2,
God blesses Abraham so he will be a blessing to others.
Charles Stanley writes: “A hoarded blessing is never enjoyed as richly as a shared one. Using your
gift to meet someone else’s need glorifies God by demonstrating his grace at work in your life. Don’t
let his generous provisions end with you. Pass them on and discover the joy of a never-ending cycle
of blessings.”

November Birthdays
1
2
5
6

7
8
10
11
12

Robert Lewis
Ken Krause Jr.
Jackie Ostergaard
Jim Comstock
Janet Harvey
Julie Wagner
Hunter Jageman
Paula Paden
Dolores Buell
Mason Vogan
Paul Ostergaard
Marjorie Corbett

13
15
17
18
19
20
21
24
25
26
29

Tom Brozell
Joe Grimaldi
Art Rhoades
Tami Thurston
Natalie Brosig
Keven Lewis
Harper Hetz
Brian Jageman
Wendy Hanas
Molly Papson
Jesse Young
Alexandra Redlawsk
Caden Cammarata

Last month we asked for your input as to whether or not to change the name of the newsletter. The
response can most accurately be described as underwhelming. I received a grand total of one email. When we add that to the number of people who talked to me in person the total number leaps
all the way to two. Two people responded; that’s all, two. You can probably imagine where my
thought process went after that.
Just in case you are wondering where my thoughts wandered let me tell you. I wondered if anybody
actually reads the Flyer. I wondered if Amy and I were just wasting our time as well as the church’s
money, paper and ink. I wondered if the weekly e-news was more than sufficient for keeping us
abreast of what was happening at the church. So, do you read the Flyer? If you do and you want to
share the story of what the Flyer means to you, please email me at folandjr@gmail.com. Perhaps I’ll
even share it in a future issue for everyone’s edification.
Ok, I know it sounds like I now want to discontinue the newsletter rather than just rename it, but that
isn’t the case. I agreed to serve as editor and I intend to continue to do that job to the glory of God.
As the scripture says (I Peter 4:11), “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If
anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

Richard L. Foland Jr.

Fairview Presbyterian Church
PO Box 340
Fairview, PA. 16415-0340
814-474-3914
Pastor Cammarata 881-1905
fairpresby@verizon.net
www.fairviewpresbyterianchurch.com

ADDRESS SERVICEREQUESTED

Fairview Presbyterian Church

