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Congregational Meeting
There will be a Congregational Meeting & Luncheon on Sunday, November 17
immediately following worship. Please bring a dish to share! We will have guests
from Second Harvest, and a discussion about our Food Pantry. We will also elect
new officers for 2014.

Hanging of the Greens
Sam & Ann Lewis will be in charge of the decorating of the church for Christmas
this year. They will be cleaning and decorating the week of November 17, since
the following is Thanksgiving week and the first Sunday of Advent is December
1. They are looking for help! If anyone wants to be a part of this special time,
please call them at 474-5186.

Thanksgiving Eve Service
There will be a Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, November 27, at 7 PM.
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COOKIE SALE
LOVE CHRISTMAS COOKIES BUT DON’T HAVE TIME TO BAKE?
NEED COOKIES FOR A HOLIDAY PARTY OR GIFT EXCHANGE??

$20.00 for 5 dozen
Orders Needed by December 2
(accompanied by payment)

Biscotti
Russian Tea Cakes
Decorated Cut-outs
Buckeye Balls
Pecan Tassies
Thumbprints
Molasses Sugar
Cookies

Pick-up at Fairview Presbyterian Church (corner of Water St. and Route 98) in the new Social Hall
Friday, December 13 (3-6 pm) or Sunday, December 15 after church..
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‘FIRSTS’

Our first birthday. Our first car. Our first kiss. Our first child. Although most of our ‘firsts’ happen in
our younger years I can say we are never too old to experience a ‘first’.
At age 65 I experienced yet another ‘first’. Both my husband and I love to travel and have done so for
pleasure only. A mission trip had always been a desire of mine but never an opportunity. An
announcement from the church pulpit made that possible. Belize? How serious was I? Was I too old?
What could I offer? The desire far outweighed my insecurity and I knew I was ready to go.
I was prepared for the heat and humidity, dirty dusty roads, extreme poverty, and no Wal-Marts.
What surprised me were the men, women and children of Belize. Despite their daily hardships, they
were warm, joyful and full of hope. Smiles, hugs and laughter greet you wherever you go. The
children especially stole my heart.
The Kuxlin Ha Government School we worked with was truly the face and future of Belize. School
and village children came for VBS and a select team met with the principal and teachers. The browneyed children were beautiful and so full of life. They were so delighted to make colorful beaded
bracelets, hear a story, kick a new soccer ball or enjoy face and nail painting. The glitter stickers,
juicy bubble gum and sticky lollipops were a special treat. Do they know what they are missing? I
think not, as the simple things in life were their constant staple - the warm sunshine, the lush
rainforest, the inviting river, a lick from their pet dog, a soft cozy blanket or a newly appreciated
Bible.
My heart was touched and saddened at the same time. How can we help such a poverty stricken
village? Our entire team seemed to be drawn to the needs of the school, teachers and children. The
teachers have the passion and the children have the desire. No resources make the job difficult and
this was the purpose of our calling - a library, some computers, school supplies, educational
programs, refurbished barrack style buildings. We adopted this as our mission! We hope to be
working with this school for years to come.
In Belize, I experienced many different emotions and learned a lot about myself. We did an exercise
about ‘perspectives’ which gave me an insight as to others’ opinions and views. Dealing with the
overzealous children made my patience thin as they clamored alongside me, but patience came
quickly knowing all they wanted was attention. Frustration came when times got hectic or things did
not go as planned. We could not fix the many needs of all Belize but it was a wonderful feeling to
show the Kuxlin Ha School that we truly cared. God had the perfect plan for our trip….it was His
trip, not ours. I returned home assured I was not too old, feeling guilty that I wanted a new backsplash
in my kitchen (really?) and hoping my smiles, love and hugs were an adequate contribution.
‘FIRSTS’ will surely cease only when we let them.
Submitted by: Sue Johnson
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People to Pray for
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family
Dave Sanner who’s cancer is spreading
Ron Palmer – son-in-law of Anna Mae Traut is recuperating from a quadruple
bypass.
Ron Stadler has been moved permanently to Pleasant Ridge. Prayers for him and
Joy.
Jean Simpson passed away. Prayers for her family.
Sons-in law of Sid & Marty Manchester lost their grandfather in a house fire.
Brian McNally is having knee surgery due to an injury playing high school
football.
Al Copeland still in Afghanistan where he is doing security work at a prison.
Lori Straub continues to battle both MS and Sjogren’s disease.
Deb Pifer and Julie Seggi both continue battling MS. Julie has some special need
because she cannot work and has no means of supporting herself right now.
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s and is at Sarah Reed

Things to Celebrate
Our growing church family
Our successful Fundraisers and the people who give their time to make them
happen!
Our many volunteers who help with the church programs & outreach projects
What are you celebrating these days?

Our Young People in the Military
Josh Nies – Texas now, soon to be based in Montana
Joe Grimaldi – home from Kandahar, Afghanistan soon to return to his base in
Seattle.
Scotty Case - Mississippi
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.
Animals “are devoted to their offspring, sympathetic to their kindred, affectionate to their
mates, self-subordinating in their community, courageous beyond praise,...not because they
are morally aware or morally trained, but because they possess another quality, which can
only be called virtue.”
Sir John Arthur Thomson, Professor of Natural History, Aberdeen University

Buddhism takes into full account the animal’s latent capacity for affection, heroism and self-sacrifice.
There is in Buddhism more sense of kinship with the animal world, a more intimate feeling of
community with all that lives, than is found in Western religious thought. And this is not a matter of
sentiment, but is rooted in the total Buddhist concept of life.

A group of workers at the University of Rhode Island Graduate School of Oceanography has obtained proof
that fish, although they cannot produce “sound” as we know it, are able to communicate with one another
by means of a variety of underwater vibrations which they produce by the air-bladders that control their
depth in the water, or by the snapping of their fins and movements of the gills. By the use of tape
recorders and underwater cameras, the research group has been able to establish definitely that certain
sounds produced in this way relate to specific activities and have clearly-defined meanings.

It is a violation of Jewish law to neuter a pet. Hunting is prohibited. Declawing cats and
docking the ears or tails of dogs are forbidden.
Judaism places great stress on proper treatment of animals. Unnecessary cruelty to animals
is strictly forbidden, and in many cases, animals are accorded the same sensitivity as human
beings. This concern for the welfare of animals is unique to Judaism; Christianity does not
share this value, nor did most civilized nations until quite recently. Cruelty to animals was
not outlawed until the 1800s.

The Qur’an strongly enjoins Muslims to treat animals with compassion and not to abuse them. The
animals, together with all creatures, are believed to praise God, even if this praise is not expressed in
human language.
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In the Heart of the Sea
The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex

by Nathaniel Philbrick
Harpooning a whale was, in my childhood mind, just like my father shooting a
deer—firing a lethal weapon that resulted in instant death. No death struggle, no
agony, no hideous suffering. Not so in the whaling industry. Harpooning was just
the beginning of the whale’s demise. A squeamish reader might want to skip the
detailed scene depicting the horrific spewing of blood and lungs over the 18
whalers in three 25-foot boats as they subdue a mighty struggling whale, weighing
60 tons or more, and the stench and suffocating smoke of the boiling blubber being
reduced to oil.
Philbrick tells the true story, based on the writings of 2 surviving crew members
and other historical sources, of the 87-foot long whaleship, Essex, which left
Nantucket, Massachusetts, in 1819 for an anticipated 3-year, round-trip journey
around Cape Horn, up the western coast of South America to the equator, and out
into the Pacific where new pods of sperm whales had been discovered.
An 80-foot-long sperm whale attacks and destroys the Essex, leaving the 21-man
crew, all in their teens or early twenties, to sail back to South America in the three
small boats with the little bit of water and hardtack they salvaged before the Essex
finally sank.
Spending three months and traveling 4,500 miles in these open boats, the crews
deal with 40-foot waves, blistering sun, and starvation (250 calories and 1 cup of
water per day), which drives the 8 survivors to cannibalism before they are rescued.
Philbrick fills his narrative with so many of these numbers which give depth and
breadth to the enormity of their suffering and the size of the Pacific. He
intersperses this gripping story with facts about ships and sailing practices,
geography, religious practices of Quakers, economics of the whaling industry, racial
injustice, and the physiology and psychology of starvation. Included are ample
photographs, drawings, maps, and charts to complete the picture of this adventure,
which laid the groundwork for Herman Melville to write Moby Dick.
One does not usually find biographies or histories gripping. The New York Times
calls this book “an eerie thriller.”

Judith Johnston
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Angels will be on the tree in the lobby and ready for your selection on Sunday, November 24.
You will have three weeks to purchase and wrap your gift and return it to the church.
Everything should be returned on or before Sunday, December 15 so they can be sorted and
delivered to Tandem Town House that week.
If you are available to sort the gifts, please mark December 17 as the day to be at the church
lobby at 10:00 am. This usually takes about one hour. The bags will be delivered on Friday,
December 20 at 10:00 am. Your help is greatly appreciated.

Harvest Dinner

Christmas Cookie Trays

Thank you to the many hands that helped
with the Harvest Dinner! We had a lot of
help and a lot of fun. A special thanks to
Gina Case and Doris Brozell once again for
all their hard work putting this together.
Their efforts paid off. We raised 3500!!!!

It’s unbelievable, but it’s time to think about
Christmas! Christmas Cookie Trays will go on
sale November 3. The cost is $20 for 5 dozen
assorted cookies. Look for order forms and
envelopes on the table in the lobby. Please fill
out the form and put it with your money in an
envelope, and place in the collection basket.
These trays are perfect for parties and gifts,
while raising money for the church! Order
deadline is December 2. Pick up dates will be
Friday, December 13 from 3 to 6 PM, and
Sunday, December 15 after church.

Food Pantry
Help is needed twice a month to help unload
the Food Truck, which is scheduled the day
before the Food Pantry, (Friday) at 10 am,
and 2 weeks later, also a Friday at 10 am.
The loads are usually 3 tons! If anyone can
help, please call Amy at the church office.
Attention Volunteers:
Please plan to meet at 9:15 am Saturday,
November 2 for a short meeting before the
Pantry opens. Thank you!

Bakers are needed!
If anyone would like to help bake the cookies,
please call Linda Boyd at 474-3089. Cookies
can be made by yourself at home, or as a
group here at the church. Trays will be
assembled on Thursday, December 12.

November 3
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Prayer Box
Sam Lewis has blessed us with another talent besides his gift of preaching. He has made a
beautiful Prayer Box. The Worship Committee thought a Prayer Box could serve many
purposes in our worship. Sam agreed to make one when they asked him about it.
With Thanksgiving approaching, the first use of the box will be our written prayers of thanks.
Richard Bauman, author of several books, says in his article Paper Prayers, “Writing prayers
does more than quiet distractions. It helps us “talk” more directly to God. We can release more
thoroughly what is in our hearts, and commit to our Creator. As thoughts and feelings flow
onto paper, the action of writing actually generates additional reflections that can be
expressed. In writing our prayers our hearts open and we give God time to show us what we
already have. We not only see more clearly our concerns, pain and desires, but also God’s
response to them. Prayers often have more meaning when we write them rather than simply
speak them. For instance, written prayers of gratitude or gratitude lists are powerful and
meaningful prayers. Writing gratitude lists and prayers increase our joy, and keeps us sensitive
to the good that fill our lives.”
So, through the month of November, think and meditate about things you are grateful for, not
only to God, but maybe for someone who did something very meaningful for you. When you
have your written prayer, place it in the Prayer Box, which will be located at the front of the
Sanctuary.
It is the Worship Committee’s hope that the Prayer Box can enrich our prayer life, our
knowledge of God’s part in our lives and His will for us; that our self-knowledge grows
deeper, and brings us to strong, intimate contact with God, and ourselves.

Christmas Jars
Believe it or not it is almost time to donate your Christmas Jars. There will be a special box in
church starting on December 1st to put your jars if you would like Pastor Chuck to give your
Christmas jar to a special family. If you would like to pass your jar along, you may also do so
yourself. We have always found we like to deliver ours early enough to help take the stress of
the holidays off of the family, so we try to deliver them at the beginning of December. Thanks
so much for your participation. We have found it to be an amazing family project that we look
forward to every year.
Denise Miller

Golden Girls
The Golden Girls (widowed & single ladies) will meet on Wednesday, November 13, 5:15 at
the Maennerchor Club. Prime Rib will be offered, $24.00 for 2 people. Please contact Penny
Qualls at 474-2357 by Monday, November 11 if you would like to come!
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Robert Lewis
Ken Krause Jr.
Jackie Ostergaard
Jim Comstock
Janet Harvey
Julie Wagner
Bill Joseph Sr.
Paula Paden
Patti Sok
Dolores Buell
Don Loomis
Mason Vogan
Paul Ostergaard
Sally Swanson
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Tom Brozell
Joe Grimaldi
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Keven Lewis
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Jonali Derry
Molly Papson
Paul Case
Alexandra Redlawsk
Caden Cammarata
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Editor’s Page
Have you ever been the recipient of a
random act of kindness? Or, better yet,
have you ever blessed someone with your
own act of kindness? For some reason,
today I was reminded of one such time in
my life.
It happened at Burton’s Funeral Home
when it was in Fairview. Kyle had just
died and we were at the viewing, greeting
people. It had been a very difficult time
for me and I was really tired. I’d been
standing in line for a couple of hours
when Mordie Ferguson came up to me
quietly and handed me a little paper cup
of water. I hadn’t realized how thirsty I
was until that moment, and accepted the
cup gratefully. That simple little act of
kindness from Mordie meant so much to
me. Someone was taking care of me
when I felt so depleted and emotionally
drained. I’ve never forgotten it, and I
never will.
About a week after Kyle died we
received a card in the mail from someone
we didn’t even know. The card was from
Ohio, and we assumed they had read
about Kyle’s death in the Conneaut,
Ohio, newspaper. Enclosed in the card
was a beautiful poem about the loss of a
child and was poignant and encouraging.
I felt that it had been written just for me;
it touched me deeply and I’ll always be
thankful for that lovely couple for
sending it to me.

Unfortunately, in the process of packing
up our house and moving into our current
place, the card got misplaced, but the
sentiment remains with me. I hope that
someday I’ll rediscover the card and the
poem and pass it along to someone who
needs it.
Another time something unexpected
happened to me was during my third year
in college. I had just come out of a long
relationship and was feeling very low.
So many of my friendships were tied to
this relationship and I felt cut off from
my friends.
I was walking to the dorm one day after
class and met up with a girl I was
friendly with but wouldn’t really consider
a good friend. She was carrying a half
dozen peacock feathers which were
brilliant in the sunlight and made me
smile. She proceeded to tell me that she
had bought them for me, and handed
them to me while she said that she hoped
I’d feel better soon. It did the trick! I’ll
never forget her. Right now I can’t
remember her name, but her kindness at
just the right moment is still in my heart.
Barb Mucciarone

Page 11

