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Sunday, May 19
1. It is Pentecost Sunday. Everyone please wear red to church to honor the day.
2. It is another Fundraiser Day at Hoss’s. You may either have lunch, or dinner there, and 20% of anything
over $300 sold will go towards the Belize trip! There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the Lobby, along with
a cash card. Please take one and take it with you when you go.
3. This is the last day of Sunday School for the kids until the fall. Ken Krause will continue his adult class
held in the Conference Room. They will study the book of Romans.

Sunday, June 2
On Sunday, June 2 we will go to a 10:00 AM worship service for the summer. We will be honoring our
Graduates on that day. A reception will follow the service.
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The computer swallowed Grandma,
Yes, honestly it’s true!
She pressed 'control' and 'enter'
And disappeared from view.
It devoured her completely,
The thought just makes me squirm.
She must have caught a virus
Or been eaten by a worm.
I've searched through the recycle bin
And files of every kind;
I've even used the Internet,
But nothing did I find.
In desperation, I asked Mr. Google
My searches to refine.
The reply from him was negative,
Not a thing was found 'online'.
So, if inside your 'Inbox',
My Grandma you should see,
Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' her,
And send her back to me.

You’re Invited!
Saturday, May 4th, the Youth Group will be
hosting a congregational "Minute to Win It" game
night from 7pm-9pm. We will be playing games
from the popular Minute to Win It game show.
The Youth Group will stay afterwards for a lockin ending Sunday, May 5th after church.
We need YOUR help! If you are able, PLEASE
drop off any empty or full pop cans, 2-liter
bottles, and bottle caps to the church by this
Saturday, May 4!
It would greatly help us in our game of fun!!!!
Take a look at some games we might be playing:
http://www.nbc.com/minute-to-win-it/how-to/

Peace Lilies
There are 3 peace lilies available to anyone who
can give them a good home.
Please contact Amy for information.

Vacation Bible School
Mark your calendar! Vacation Bible School will be July 22 – 26! This year is a Rodeo theme –
Son West Roundup! HELP IS NEEDED! Watch for information in the Sunday bulletin
and the Weekly News!

Welcome New Members!
The following joined our church on
April 7, 2013:
Nate and Ainslie Brosig (Natalie,
Madelyn and Brody)
Paula Corsi
Rick Eberlin and Morgan McManus
Mark Holman
Sherry Jarvi
Remlee Zeiser (husband Eric and baby
Eli)

Free Baby Items
A crib mattress and gently used baby
bottles with new nipples are free to
someone who needs them! Please call
Julie Wagner at 873-4399.

2nd Annual “Beary Wonderful
Tea”
Ladies, mark your calendar! The women’s Tea
will be on Saturday, June 15! Tickets are now
available and are advance sale tickets only!
The price is $20.
The Committee is looking for donations for
baskets for the Chinese Auction. There is a
collection box in the Lobby. You may donate
items, or a basket of your own!
Thank you for your help!

New Babies
Wendy Case’s daughter Megan had a baby girl on
April 8,
Reagen Marie Madara.
Congratulations to the family!
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A tragedy in Boston! That same old fear is roused. Is there a
bigger conspiracy here? Are there more bombs coming? And
then the need to know why surfaces. I watched and watched
trying to figure out these two young angry kids and why they
would do this. And then the anger comes. But where do I put
the anger? And how do we fix this ongoing problem?

tells them a parable about a fig tree. This is from Luke
13:2-3 & 4-9:
Do you think that these Galileans were worse
sinners than all the other Galileans, because they
suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all likewise perish.

The anger, the need for payback is part of most grief
experiences. I could put the anger on the irrational twenty-six
year old brother who seemed to be the driving force behind
the bombing, but he is dead. I could put it on the nineteen year
old, but he seems to have been a pawn in the whole thing.
Certainly he is guilty. Certainly he needs to pay, but he is not
sufficient to tame my anger.

A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and
he came seeking fruit on it and found none. He
said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years
now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree,
and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use
up the ground?’

This anger and it’s need for someplace to land is why so many
will hate Muslims for a while. You need to put the blame
somewhere. But I think most of us know, in our heart of hearts
that the religion of Islam is not to blame.

The vinedresser answered, ‘Sir, let it alone this
year also, until I dig around it and put on
manure. Then if it should bear fruit next year,
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”

I met a woman recently named Niken. She is from Indonesia.
She married an American and now lives in Erie. She was a
judge in Indonesia, very well educated, and she is a Muslim.
She said to me in a recent conversation, that for her and for
most of the Muslims she knows, Islam is about peace. The
word “Islam” itself means to surrender to God and is related
to the word Shalom, which is Hebrew for peace. Islam is not
to blame.

What kind of answer is this to their “why” question? It
doesn’t address the question at all really. But this is the way
Jesus does things. Instead of giving them a direct answer he
reminds them that all of life is fragile. He doesn’t calm their
fears, he kind of tweaks them.

But it is clear that there are members and groups within Islam
(and within Christianity and Judaism as well) that use faith to
fuel their anger and resentment. Christian white supremacists
and reconstructionists, Islamic Wahhabists, Zionist Jews, and
others foment hatred and violence. I know they are out there.
Sometimes I feel their anger, but I cannot bring myself to
believe that Jesus would encourage us to travel that path. He
just simply was not a man of hatred and anger. He sought
another way, a harder way to be sure, but the only way that
leads to life.
So, where do I put my anger, how do we explain this crap that
happens in our world, and how do we address the insecurities
and vulnerabilities we feel at times like this?
In Luke chapter 13 Jesus is told about some Galileans who
were killed when a tower fell on them. People wanted to know
why it happened. The conventional explanation was that the
Galileans must have been sinners who deserved it. It was kind
of like explaining the bombing in Boston by saying that those
people who were hurt and killed deserved what they got
because they were sinners. Jesus rejects this idea. He says to
his followers, “don’t think like that.” Then he

Barbara Brown Taylor suggests that Jesus is saying to them
something like this, “We cannot make life safe, nor can we
tame God, all we can do is turn toward God (this is the
meaning of repent) and be as fruitful as possible.”
Bad things will always happen to good people. Bad and
broken people will always be inflicting their brokenness on
others. So, when it happens, and when the anger comes, and
the desire to blame and hate rises up in us, instead of giving
vent to these, maybe Jesus is suggesting that we turn to
God. Maybe he is saying that if we repent of our simplistic
answers and carnal angers and simply seek to be fruitful
and faithful followers of his, that life will be ennobled.
Maybe there are no right answers – only right responses.
And Jesus is pointing us toward the right response. Be
faithful. Don’t allow your anger to control you. Love, rather
than hate. Seek first the kingdom of God and you will find
that more of the good will come to life in our world. Maybe
the Beatles were right, Love is the answer. Maybe!
Love Ya – Pastor Chuck
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May 2013
Prayer is, at least for me, a complicated endeavor. I often don’t get the answers I seek. In fact,
God rarely grants me what I ask, especially when it comes to the list below. I want everyone
healed and safe and healthy, but… But, prayer is not magic. God is not my genii in a lamp. Prayer
is for me to pour out my heart and draw close to God. So, I do it and I leave it to God (or at least I
try to leave it to God) And in this, I find peace. So, I pray.
People to be Praying for

Gail Getz has pulmonary fibrosis which effects breathing and endurance. She needs
prayers for the doctors to find ways to help her as well as for strengthening her body
and keeping her spirit strong.
Dave Sanner is in the midst of treatment for prostate cancer. Pray for it to have the
desired result of stanching the growth of the cancer.
Al Copeland has been deployed to Kabul, Afghanistan. He is doing security work at a
prison there. This is the work he loves and he felt like he needed to do it so we are
happy for him, but, Kabul is a dangerous place. Pray for his safety and for peace for
Sherry and the kids.
Lori Straub Continues to battle a series of pretty debilitating ailments including MS and
Sjogren’s Disease. It is very discouraging. Pray for her spirits to be lifted.
Deb Pifer and Julie Seggi both continue battling MS
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s
Don Wingerter fell and broke his neck several months ago. Pray for him and for his wife
Barb who has been taking care of him.
Elaine Boettiger passed away in April. We will miss the feisty old gal.
Stuff to Celebrate

Sunshine!! New life!! Babies, we got a lot of them!! The fragrance of Hyacinth. The
brilliant yellow of Forsythia. Your mom!! That the community is growing in its
appreciation of our church. I cannot tell you how many people mentioned that to me
last Saturday night when we held our most recent event at Café del Soul. Let’s keep it
going!!
Reagen Marie Madera was born two weeks ago. She is the daughter of Brian and Megan,
and she is gorgeous.
Our Young People in the Military

Josh Nies – Texas
Joe Grimaldi – Kabul, Afghanistan
Scotty Case - Mississippi
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Angels, or the belief in higher spirits - guardians from the invisible spirit world, have
subsisted within many cultures since what may seem to be the beginning of time. The
word "angel," in its simplest form means "messenger"; one who brings information to
another. We have found that by comparing differing religious ideals, historical
information, biblical references and spiritual beliefs concerning angels, there is one
solid core belief that underlies varying opinions: benevolent spirits exist around all of
us. This seems to be the one common thread found within angelic lore.
There may always remain mysteries for us mortals in attempting to
understand the numerous references to angels found in the various
scriptures of the world's religions. This includes of course the many, many
such references to angels found in the Baha'i sacred Writings.
Buddhist devas are spiritual beings by nature--their form is usually described as
bodies or emanations of light or energy. They normally do not interfere in human
affairs.
Angels in Catholicism are intermediaries between God and humans. In addition to
their role as servants and messengers, angels are also attendants to God's throne.

Gabriel, Raphael, and Michael are the chief angels, called archangels, Michael
being the most important
While not specifically referred to as angels, Hinduism does have many different
types of spirit beings who act in a similar capacity.
Angels in Islam, or malaikah, play an essential role as messengers and intermediaries
from Allah to the world.
Angels in Judaism, or malachim, are messengers of God who help carry out God's
work and plans
Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers for thereby
some have entertained angels unaware. Hebrews 13: 1,2
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Contract With An Angel
by
Andrew M. Greeley

When this book by a prolific Irish-American priest author with a Ph.D. from the
University of Chicago was recommended by a devout Episcopalian friend, the content
came as a surprise—it appeared to be a frivolous novel.
The plot in brief: Raymond A. Neenan, a ruthless business man and much hated by
his ex-wives, children, parents, and business associates, suddenly sees a seatmate
on an airplane who looks like famed basketball star, Michael Jordan. He is Michael,
the Archangel and chief seraph. He convinces Raymond to sign a contract, allowing
Michael to intervene in Raymond’s life so his soul will be saved. Raymond’s contract
requires the extensive making of amends to numerous persons he has hurt or
damaged.
Greeley’s angels are outside the bounds of all Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant
teachings of angelic function and appearance, having gender, spouses, offspring, and
a wide assortment of fashionable garb in which to make frequent appearances to
Raymond, the only one able to see them. The angelic antics provide a somewhat
comedic thread through serious theological struggles.
Our priestly author has a wide knowledge of marital passion and performance and
uses detailed descriptions of Raymond’s marital love life as a platform for forgiveness,
continued self-awareness, and finally redemption. Ah, so this isn’t a frivolous novel.
A cliff-hanger conclusion leads the reader through the anxiety of hoping Raymond’s
predicted early death will prove false, or, if not, the final and needed acts of
forgiveness among family and friends can be accomplished in time.
Greeley artfully provides a Surprise Ending.
Judith Johnston

Page 6

Page 7

Birthdays
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
11

14
15
16
17
18
20
21

22
24

Bryan Tuten
Wendy Case
Jared Hanas
Al Copeland
Beth McAleer
Linda Tobolewski
Scott Case
Bob White
Collin Crawford
Jean Joseph
Sherry Jarvi
Chuck Cammarata
Joe Nies
Luke Tobolewski
Arlene Miller
Fred Ralph
Emily Crawford
Karen Bryant
Ella Wagner
Susan Lee
Barb Mucciarone
Brian McNally
Carrie Chorney
Gavin Eberlin
Russ Warley
Jeff Sanner
Sydney Nelson
Claire Iszkula
Amy Tessier
Lori Straub
Colleen Warley
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Editor’s Page
Yesterday Mike and I drove to Cleveland
to go to a couple of stores we like (the
Crate and Barrel store in Legacy Village
in Beechwood just calls to me! I don’t
even have to buy anything . . . well, okay.
It’s better when I buy something, I’ll
admit. That’s why I don’t go very often.
And, Mike wanted to go to Trader Joe’s,
a food market that Libby loves and which
had something Mike can’t find here.) and
while on our way to our favorite pizza
place (Uno’s) we got on a discussion
about why don’t the Jews acknowledge
Jesus as the Messiah.
We talked about the fact that the Jews
were looking for a mighty King who
would come with an army to slay Israel’s
enemies. Surely the quiet (sometimes)
and meek (also sometimes) man from
Galilee didn’t seem to be this man. This
man who met with prostitutes, broke
bread with tax collectors, and healed the
sick on the Sabbath.
But what about all the other Old
Testament prophecies he fulfilled? I
decided to ask Jenna what she knew and
this is what she said. Historically, the
Jews in Jesus’ time, more specifically the
leaders of the Jews (the priests and the
kings), had interpreted the Torah to say
that they were looking for a mighty
warrior king and savior. They were
looking for a military salvation, but what
Jesus was preaching was a spiritual
salvation, and this was not what they
were

were expecting.
They were wary of Christianity in the
years that followed Jesus’ death when the
spiritual emphasis was in Rome and
Greece because of several factors: (1)
They couldn’t accept the idea of the
Trinity; part of their Torah states that
there is one true God, so the idea of three
is anathema to them. (2) They saw the
worship of Jesus as idolatry since they
saw him as a separate entity from God.
And, (3) the Christians moved the
Sabbath from Friday to Saturday, to
Sunday. This was a disconnect for the
Jews, so they couldn’t recognize it.
In Jesus’ time, the Jews didn’t recognize
Jesus’ teachings as representative of their
teachings. They were a threat to their
separate identity as Jews, God’s chosen
people. And, as Christians we have to
accept that because of what God told the
leaders such as Moses and Abraham.
It is very clear to me that there are some
substantial
differences
between
Christians and Jews, but there are many
similarities, too. And, these similarities
are what we should emphasize when we
are in contact with the Jewish people.
We both worship the one true God; we
acknowledge Moses and Abraham as
fathers of the faith. We can certainly coexist.
Barb Mucciarone
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