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Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, March 25 – Palm Sunday
Spaghetti Lunch following the service

March 29 – Maundy Thursday Service
6 pm, including a light dinner in the Fellowship Hall

April 1 - Easter Sunday
9:30 – 10:30 am – Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
10:15 am – Easter Egg Hunt - Basement
10:30 am – Worship
NO Sunday School

Deacons
2 Deacons recently resigned due to health reasons. We are in search of 2 people, men or women, to
replace them. The Deacons do so much for our church. They set up Communion, plan funeral,
Lenten, & community luncheons, provide dinners for the Monday Night Youth Group, as well as
reach out to our members in need. If you are interested or have any questions about a Deacon’s
role, please call Amy at the office or Linda Tobolewski at 774-9706.

It’s hard to believe…
As I write this article, I am thinking that
in 2 weeks, I will celebrate my first year
among you. And it has gone by fast. But I
have to admit, I sort of feel like John the
Baptizer. How so?? You might ask.
I know my time here was limited. I was
the “interim” pastor, the one who came before
our next “real” pastor. And like John, I am
supposed to “prepare” the way, so that when
the new pastor is selected and called, you will
be ready to receive whoever that person might
be.
But I hesitate here as I think about
John. I don’t want to end up like John, whose
head appeared at a banquet setting. I don’t
think interims are supposed to end their
ministry in that way. I certainly hope not.

I am having a good time here. I have
brought some new ideas, and on occasion
have challenged the “We’ve always done it
that way before” thinking. But here is the
interesting part: I have learned from you. I
have learned about your “trust”, in that you
trust God to be present, while you are in the
process of calling your new pastor. I have
seen devotion in seeing that things get done.
I have seen sacrifice as people give to pay
down the debt on the Fellowship Hall.
I know the future will change, and the
church will change, and I will change. This is
a part of the journey we all are called to. So
as I continue my “John the Baptizer” ministry,
you continue to do what God has called you to
do. And together let us welcome the
challenge of the future.
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Lee

Our Neighbors Place
Our Neighbors Place is a shelter for the
homeless that runs from November to March.
It rotates among five downtown churches, and
each of the sponsoring churches staffs the
shelter and prepares a meal for those who
come to find a warm place and a nice dinner
for the evening. The Church of the Covenant
(a fellow Presbyterian Church) is hosting
several weeks in March, and they have asked
for help from other Presbyterian churches.
Fairview Presbyterian Church is helping on
Friday, March 16th. The Deacons are
preparing the dinner, and serving at 8:00 p.m.
We also need to staff the shelter with
volunteers that will be involved in various
situations. Some will be assigned to help

people who need clothing. (They also have a
Clothes Closet.)
Others are needed to help get cots ready for
any new person who might come on this night.
Other regular guests have their assigned cots,
and know where they are going.
There are three shifts that need to be staffed:
The 7-11 p.m. shift -- 6 people (men and
women) are needed – we need 2 more,
4 already volunteered.
The 11 p.m. to 3 a.m. shift -- already filled!
The 3-7 a.m. shift -- 1 more person is
needed.
If you can help where needed, please call
Amy and let her know as soon as possible.

People to Pray for:
Gloria Sipes' mom Eileen - cancer has returned, not doing well.
Ann Lewis' niece, Erin Leland was diagnosed with stage 4 bone cancer. She had a battle
with breast cancer in the past, and is only 40 with 9 year old twins.
Jo Ann Sturdivant - still having heart issues. Prayers for healing.
Dave Fiesler passed away in his sleep on January 13. He was at Pleasant Ridge. Prayers for
Joan and the family. A Military Service will be held at Sterrettania Cemetery on March 13.
Barb Mucciarone badly injured one of her legs, and had to have surgery over the holidays.
Prayers for fast healing!
Pat White is now in a personal care facility in Greensburgh, near one of her sons. She is in
good spirits, and adjusting and making friends. Her home here is sold.
Bonnie McConnell had a heart attack, and a quadruple bi-pass. Prayers for healing.
Pat Goss was diagnosed with a pituitary tumor. She is going through tests. Prayers for her
and the doctors, and her sister Tami.
Karen Milewski is continuing treatment for her cancer.
Continued prayers for Mark Hutchinson. He is waiting to hear if he qualifies for a clinical trial.
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family.
Prayers for the Pastor Nominating Committee in their search for our new pastor!

Joys to Celebrate!
Laura & Jake Carver are expecting a baby boy! Congrats to them and the proud
grandparents to be, Ken & Karen Milewski!
Randy Traut's daughter Kailee and her husband Cannon are expecting their second child!
Leslie & Rich Foland are proud new grandparents! Leslie's son & his fiance had twin boys –
Samuel & Liam on February 26! They both were 5 lbs plus! Liam was having some blood
issues, but is doing better. Congratulations to the family!

Women’s Tea
Our next Women’s Tea will be Saturday, May 5. There will be over 100 dolls from around the world
on display, most of them from Cindy Heidler’s collection!
Chinese Auction baskets are needed. If you would like to make and donate one, please bring it in
the week of the Tea.
Watch for more details!!

Women’s Group
Our new Women’s Group will meet the first Wednesday of each month at 7 pm in the Adult Lounge.
There was a lot of fun and fellowship at the last 2 gatherings, and Theresa Weber spoils us with
treats! She has a lot of exciting ideas we can do together. We hope those of you who haven’t able
been able to make will join us as we grow together in friendship and faith as sisters of Fairview
Presbyterian Church.

Youth Group Spaghetti Lunch
The Youth Group will be having a Spaghetti Lunch fundraiser for their yearly Easter Mission Grady’s Decision. It will be on Palm Sunday, March 25, right after the service. Mark your calendar
and come for good food & fellowship while supporting a good cause!

Golden Girls
The Golden Girls will meet Wednesday, March 14, 5:15 pm at the 8th Street Perkins.

2018 Graduates
We will be honoring our 2018 Graduates on Sunday, June 3 during the service, with a reception
following. If you have a family member graduating from high school or college, please let Amy know
as soon as possible.
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“The resurrection … was only the beginning of a great, grand and vast outreach that has never
ended and will not end until our Lord Jesus Christ comes back again.”
-- A.W. Tozer

The Complete Book of the Flower Fairies
by
Cicely Mary Barker
If you love flower gardens, water color paintings, whimsical poems, and believe that fairies and
elves really do live in your flower beds, you will be enchanted by this beautiful book.
Born in 1895 in Croydon, South London, England, Barker was mostly self-taught due to fragile
health. Her first work was published as a set of postcards at age 16. Her plants and flowers are
botanically accurate, and her fairies are modeled after young children she knew. The costumes
feature parts of the flower each individual fairy represents, as they physically and joyfully relate
to their designated flowers. The accompanying poems tell the reader something about that
featured flower. Sometimes individual flowers whimsically talk to each other.
The Song of
The Privet Fairy.
Here in the wayside hedge I stand,
And look across the open land;
Rejoicing thus, unclipped and free,
I think how you must envy me,
O garden Privet, prim and neat,
With tidy gravel at your feat.
Originally this book appeared as separate volumes of Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter
Flower Fairies. This complete volume includes additional Garden, Trees, and Wayside Flower
Fairies, and A Flower Fairy Alphabet.
The watercolors are a joy to see, and the poems can provide good reading times with children.
Oh, and for the true believers out there, it’s best to read this book at dawn or twilight when fairies
will be most active in your gardens!
Judith Johnston

“Don’t start looking in the Bible for the answers it gives. Start by listening for the questions it asks.”
-- Frederick Buechner

Why We Need Easter
No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment — even God was not exempt. Jesus offered no
immunity, no way out of the unfairness, but rather a way through it to the other side. Just as Good
Friday demolished the instinctive belief that this life is supposed to be fair, Easter Sunday followed
with its startling clue to the riddle of the universe. Out of the darkness, a bright light shone. …
The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is
required, a bright clue that someday God will restore all physical reality to its proper place.
-- Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God

Making the common sacred
First Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) reminds us, “Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to
the glory of God.” Author E.M. Bounds describes this mind-set as a “spirit of devotion” that “puts
God in all things … not merely in our praying and churchgoing.”
He writes: “The spirit of devotion makes the common things of earth sacred and the little things
great. With this spirit of devotion, we go to business on Monday directed by the very same
influence, and inspired by the same influences, by which we went to church on Sunday. The spirit of
devotion makes a Sabbath out of Saturday and transforms the shop and the office into a temple of
God.”

“It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so
ineffective in this.”
-- C.S. Lewis

Sunday School Offering
The Sunday School offering in January and February went to Africa 6000 International, which builds
water wells in Africa. We collected $377.43.
Teresa Murtland, Executive Director, was here in January to talk to the kids about her mission
work, and the great need for clean water there, something that we all take for granted. Thank you to
all who contributed!

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
We raised over $1,480 for the Presbyterian Disaster Relief Fund, that will help the victims of the
hurricanes, floods, fires, and mudslides that our country experienced in the last few months. This
Fund also helps other countries in crisis, such as Syria & South Sudan.
The Director of this program wishes to thank all of you that contributed, and is very grateful for our
help. THANK YOU!

Set Free
“Christ’s death becomes the rod, the cudgel that breaks the necks of the fears that are the enemies
of my peace; his Word becomes the staff by which he holds on to me and rescues me from danger.”
-- Sinclair B. Ferguson, Deserted By God?

Confirmands
If there are any students who will be going into 10th through 12th grade next year who would like to
go through our Confirmation Program beginning next fall, please let Amy know asap.

Flea Market/Vendor Show
Through the year there will be Flea Market/Vendor Shows here at the church in our Fellowship Hall.
They are open to the Community and anyone can rent space to sell their crafts/household goods. If
you are interested, please call Adam Goodman at 580-8468.
Most of these will be held as fundraisers for the Anna Shelter, and Tamarack Wildlife Rehab Center.
We are happy to provide an affordable space for such good causes.
“Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us
does not.”
-- C.S. Lewis

Belize Mission Trip
This summer, from June 30-July 6, approximately 15 teens and adults will embark on a mission trip
to Belize. While there, we will work with Pathlight ministries to repair and build schools. Firstly, we
will work with our partner school, Kuxlin Ha, located in a Mayan village outside the capital of
Belmopan, to complete light maintenance, such as repairing floorboards and siding, painting, and
garbage cleanup. We will also work in the village of Las Flores to help construct new classrooms at
the local high school. While there, we will engage with the local community and culture by working
alongside Belizean teenagers and going to a local church. We are so excited to have the
opportunity to learn about Belize and spread God's love in Central America!

Belize Fundraisers
Pizza Fundraiser
Thursday, April 5 5-8 pm
Blaze Pizza
1930 Douglas Dr. Ste. 400, Erie, PA 16509
Peach Street Market Place
20% of the net profit will go towards the trip!!!
Soup Sale
Thank you to all those who bought soup, and
supported our Belize trip! If you donated jars
and would like them back, they are in the
kitchen.

Money Wall
In the Lobby there is an easel with envelopes
marked with different dollar amounts – from $1
to $100. You may pick the amount you are
comfortable with. Every dollar helps with the
cost of the Belize Trip!! In each envelope is an
example of what we will be doing there.
Please return the envelope with your donation
to either Jake Tobolewski or Shannon
Sanders.
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN
EACH OF OUR FUNDRAISERS!!!

Spring Rummage Sale
We will be having a Spring Rummage Sale on
Friday, April 13 from 9 am – 4 pm
and Saturday, April 14, from 9 am – 1 pm.
Items (especially for spring & summer) may be dropped off
Monday, April 9 through Thursday, April 12, from 9 am until 4 pm.
NO ELECTRONICS PLEASE.
HELP IS NEEDED! Sign-Up sheets are out in the Lobby. Sign up where you can help –
set-up Monday through Thursday, during the Sale, or clean up. Thank you for your help with this
important fundraiser!

In a Different Voice
(A monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnston)
Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary—as America becomes increasingly
diverse, we are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our
ways. Yet, God seems to have spoken to His children in many different places
at very different times. Some of these diverse views will be featured each month
to encourage a healthy curiosity about other spiritual writings and to open us up
to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Flowers in the Bible are symbols of delicate
life and beauty. They are used to convey
messages of God’s comfort as well as
messages of the perishable nature of man.
Then God said, “Let the earth sprout
vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees
on the earth bearing fruit after their kind with
seed in them”; and it was so. Genesis 1:11
Consider the lilies, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin; but I tell you, not even
Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like
one of these. Jesus - Luke 12:27
And it is He who sends down rain from the
sky, and We produce thereby the growth of all
things. We produce from it greenery from
which We produce grains arranged in layers.
And from the palm trees – of its emerging fruit
are clusters hanging low. And [We produce]
gardens of grapevines and olives and
pomegranates, similar yet varied. Look at
[each of] its fruit when it yields and [at] its
ripening. Indeed in that are signs for a people
who believe. Quran, 6:99
The lotus flower represents one symbol of
fortune in Buddhism. It grows in muddy water,
and it is this environment that gives forth the
flower’s first and most literal meaning: rising
and blooming above the murk to achieve
enlightenment. The second meaning, is
purification. It resembles the purifying of the

spirit which is born into murkiness. The third
meaning faithfulness.
Hindus respect most flora and fauna and
regard some trees and plants sacred, using
only as much of trees and plants as is
required, and to apologize or pray to them
before plucking flowers, fruits or leaves.
Flowers are a part of Hindu way of life. Nature
itself is the first and foremost sacred scripture
– the external is a symbolic marker for the
internal divine law and principle. The flower is
the poetry of reproduction, an example of the
eternal seductiveness of life. All Hindu
festivals, celebrations and auspicious days are
“flower acts,” the event portraying the divine.
Central European folk beliefs considered
garlic a powerful ward against demons,
werewolves, and vampires. To ward off
vampires, garlic could be worn, hung in
windows, or rubbed on chimneys and
keyholes.
Sending flowers to a Jewish funeral is not an
appropriate gesture of sympathy. Unlike
funerals in Christian faiths, flowers are not a
part of Jewish funeral tradition. Jewish
tradition urges the placement of stones rather
than flowers upon the headstone by those
visiting this sacred site.
Judith Johnston

Please Note:
The deadline for the next newsletter is the 20th of
April. If you have any information you would like to
put in, please email it to folandjr@gmail.com.
Thank You.

March Birthday
1
2
3
5
6
9
10
11

12
13
16

Shannon Sanders
Arlene Traut
Christine Phillips
Brian Nichols
Leah Borland
Susan Althof
Kayla Paden
Katelyn Whitman
Zac Twining
Stephanie Mitchell
Amanda Schleicher
Betsy Mitcho
Eli Iszkula
Hannah Vogan

17
18
20
21

26
27
29
30
31

Robb Pifer
David Durst
Bill Gohn
Jane Gohn
Marsha Heath
Heather Adams
Sarah Vogan
Penny Qualls
Rebecca Church
Siri Annegan
Joe Weidenboerner Sr.
Andrea Miller
Sarah Adams

April Birthdays
6
7
8
13
16
17
19
20

Josh Nies
Sara Tobolewski
Ian Miller
Edie Leuschen
Doris Brozell
Rick Eberlin
Pat Annegan
Marty Manchester
Estella-Kay Hughes
Ben Lee

22
23
24
25
27
28
30

Sid Manchester
Donna Cammarata
Brody Brosig
Daniel Paden
Joy Stadler
Marley McNally
Ann Lewis
Dennis Vogan
Charlotte Iszkula

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love
can do that.”
-- Martin Luther King Jr.

Doubting [Insert Name]
Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
The other disciples therefore said to him, “We
have seen the Lord.”
So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the
print of the nails, and put my hand into His
side, I will not believe.”
And after eight days His disciples were again
inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came,
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst,
and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to
Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at
My hands; and reach your hand here, and put
it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but
believing.”
And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My
Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you
have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”
-- John 20:24-31
Thomas, in the above passage, is doubtful of
the other disciples claims of having seen the
risen Lord. As a result he has been
immortalized as “Doubting Thomas”. But, how
many of us could be called “doubting”? I know
there are times that I could be. What about
you? Do you sometimes have doubts? I would
guess you do, but you probably don't like to
admit it any more than I do. But that's all right.
Is it fear or doubt? The biggest reason we are
reluctant to admit doubt is that we equate it
with fear and with worry. We know that the
Bible tells us not to fear and that Jesus said to
not worry. This gives us the impression that
we shouldn't doubt too. But I tell you that
doubt is not the same as worry or fear. Jesus

didn't tell Thomas not to doubt; instead he
encouraged him to satisfy those doubts. He let
him touch the nail prints and put his hand into
the spear wound. Then he declared that
Thomas was blessed for seeing and believing.
So, Thomas' doubt was a good thing as it lead
to his belief.
Doubting is healthy. It can motivate you to
seek out answers. If you have doubts, you'll
ask questions and if you ask questions, you'll
learn something. Well, at least you'll have the
opportunity. You'll have the potential.
Asking questions is good. When you ask
questions of Pastors or other believers it
opens up a dialogue of faith. A conversation
where an exchange of ideas and theories
stretches those involved and shines a different
light on the topic. It allows those involved to
view the topic from a perspective that they
may not have considered before. Which could
lead to understanding; which in turn would
lead to less doubt and stronger faith.
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.
-- II Timothy 3:16-17
Study is good. When you have doubts about
any aspect of your faith the best place to try to
find the answers to those doubts is scripture.
Study the scripture and see what it says about
the topic you are wrestling with. Read other
books on that topic by people who've
researched it. Listen to sermons and other
recordings that address the issue. Study can
also lead to understanding and eventually
lessen doubt and strengthen faith.
The bottom line is to not fear doubt. Doubt can
strengthen your faith, if you allow it to motivate
you to look for answers.
Richard L. Foland Jr.
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