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Food Pantry Collection of the
Month
Canned Fruit, Jello, & Pudding

Church Website
Our Website is now up! Go to Fairview
Presbyterian Church.com. and check out the
calendar and our upcoming events. There you
can see the FLYER, and up to date Joys &
Concerns. Prayer requests can be made online,
or call Amy at the church office. Soon there will
be information on our upcoming Coffee Houses
and you will be able to hear Chuck’s sermons!
We will try to keep you posted on all the church
happenings!

One Great Hour of Sharing
Again this year, the Fairview Presbyterian
Church will be receiving the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering along with the regular offering
throughout the Sundays of Lent, ending on
Easter Sunday. Special offering envelopes will
be available in the racks in the pews and on the
back table behind the sanctuary.

Lenten Devotional
“From Death to Life” by Dr. Rich Bimler,
Devotions for Our Journey from Cross to Empty
Tomb, is on the front & back tables.

Koinonia Weekend
Thank you to everyone who helped with the setup for the Koinonia Weekend! It went very well
and our facility and our hospitality were very
much appreciated!

Pancake Dinner
Thank you to the Worship & Nurture
Committees and the extra hands that helped with
the Pancake Dinner! It was a lot of fun and a
good time for fellowship. A special thanks to
Dick Case for handling the ordering of the food
and the cooking, and to his crew of men
who helped!

Tom Lee
Tom Lee is now living at St. Mary’s West,
B1139, and his telephone number is 836-4439.

Women’s Spring Banquet
The Annual Women’s Spring Banquet will be
held here in our Fellowship Hall on Wednesday,
April 18. There is need for a Committee to plan
this event. If you would like to help,
please call Janet Kuhns at 474-3029.
.

OPEN YOUR HEART AND HOME
to a German, French, or Norwegian exchange
student
for the coming 2012-2013 school year
Caring host families (with or without
children) are needed to provide food, a bed
and a loving home for the one or two
semesters starting in late August. EMF
students have medical insurance, spending
money for their personal expenses and expect
to share their host family’s daily life including
household responsibilities. They speak
English, are well-screened and eager to
experience life in America. Their stay here is
sponsored and supervised by EMF
(Educational Merit Foundation), a non-profit,
educational exchange program. For more
information on EMF students, please call
Marie-Claude Dijoud now at 1-800-467-8363
or visit our web site at www.emfusa.org
Thank you very much for your help! These
students are anxious to learn that a home has
been found for them. Your contribution to this
cause is most appreciated... Please help us make
their dream come true!
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I am enamored of beauty!
I have always been an aesthete (a person who is appreciative of and sensitive to art and beauty). You can
tell from the way I dress – right? Be that as it may, I love beautiful things.
A thousand years ago Prince Vladimir the Great, the pagan king of Kiev, was looking for a new religion to
unify the people of Russia. He sent out envoys to investigate the great faiths in the neighboring regions.
When the delegates returned, they gave their reports.
Some had discovered religions that were austere, others found dour faiths. Some encountered faiths that
were abstract and theoretical. But those who investigated Christianity, in the then great city of
Constantinople, reported finding a faith characterized by such a transcendent beauty that, as they
worshipped, they were not sure if they were in heaven or on earth.
Frescoes, mosaics, music, fragrances were all part of it. They said:
They led us to the place where they worship God and we knew not whether we were in heaven or
on earth, for on earth there is no such beauty, and we do not know how to describe it; we only know
that God dwells among men. We cannot forget that beauty.
Nine hundred years later the great Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky, who surely knew this story, wrote,
“beauty will save the world”. I do not know exactly what Dostoevsky meant, but he was deeply Christian
and this statement had to somehow be related to his faith.
This past weekend at a worship service that was part of the Koinonia weekend held in our church the
preacher talked about the importance of singing in worship. I believe it. Singing is one form of beauty. But I
also think that singing is just the tip of the iceberg and that the more beauty we include in our lives of faith
the more likely we are to encounter God.
When I was in Sicily I walked through the mountains everyday. The scent of the grasses and flowers was
intoxicating. I wanted to capture it and take it with me; the mock orange, the lilacs, the freshness of the
grasses. And the array of colors was amazing; purples and reds, oranges and yellows, blues and greens in a
thousand shades and intensities.
It all taught me something that I think Dostoevsky was trying to express, that somehow in things of beauty
we encounter the divine.
When I walked the mountain pathway of central Sicily and caught a hint of lilac in the air, I was on the
trail of God. When I stood before the field of lipstick red poppies on a hillside in Trapani I was being
pointed toward God. When I listened to the rhythmic roll of the Mediterranean tide on the shores of Cefalu
I was hearing God call to me.
There is a lot of fighting in our world today about who has the right belief system. I am not sure I can
engage in that anymore. I think for me, when people ask me about God, I am going to just start pointing. I
will point to a flower, a child, a tree. I sniff the air and encourage others to do the same. I will put on a
piece of music, sit down and listen. I will read a story of a man who was executed because he scared the
powerful people, but who came back to life and was so beautiful that even the woman who loved him most
hardly recognized him.
Lent is the season that gathers in ugliness and pours out beauty.

Pastor Chuck
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People Dealing with Cancer
Kathy Loomis has been told she now has several tumors on her liver. She and Don
have gone to Philadelphia for another opinion
Joe Minteer – Jessica Burrows’ dad has a rare form of prostate cancer
Dave Burton – bone cancer in his right arm
Mary Simonian – breast cancer – finishing up her chemo
Teresa Weber has a number of family members battling cancer – her husband Dan
has Leukemia that has recently become active again - her brother Bob is dying of
pancreatic cancer – and her mom is also very ill

Other General Concerns
Jean Simpson – pneumonia and a number of other issues
Tom Harvey – Staph infection
Dolores Buell will be moving to West Lake Woods next week
Paul Ostergaard – selling his home and moving to Sarah Reed
Tom Lee has moved to St. Mary’s
Lauren Scharf – general health concerns
Ruth Crist – Jackie Ostergaard – Dan Miller have Alzheimer’s
Lori Straub & Deb Pifer both have MS
Ron Stadler is in poor health
Edie Leuschen is having knee replacement surgery this month.
Joe Sample and Jon Papson both dealing with intestinal diseases.
Jeremy Myers and Scott Case are serving in the military.
A number of people looking for work.

Joys to Celebrate!
Sara and Jake Tobolewski are expecting in May! They had a bit of a scare recently
when they discovered that the baby has a slight developmental problem with a heart
chamber, but doctors have assured them that it will resolve itself.
Kelli and Hagan Hetz should have had their third child by the time you get this.
Also expecting – Carissa and Eric Iszkula. Number three for them also!!
Katie Loomis married Frank Dreakford February 18
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

… "Our Lord, let our spouses and children be a source of joy for us, and
keep us in the forefront of the righteous."
Koran 25:74

Our dead never forget this beautiful earth, for it is the mother of the red man. We are
part of the earth and it is part of us. The perfumed flowers are our sisters; the deer,
the horse, the great eagle, these are our brothers. The rocky crests, the juices in the
meadows, the body heat of the pony, and man --- all belong to the same family.

Chief Seattle, chief of the Suquamis

"All you under the heaven! Regard heaven as your father, earth as your mother, and
all things as your brothers and sisters." - Shinto saying

"Is not this the carpenter's son?," the Jews asked, "is not his mother called
Mary? And his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And
his sisters, are thy not all with us?
Matthew. 13:55, 56a
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Shanghai Girls
by
Lisa See
Lisa See intrigues the reader by addressing so many serious issues while relating a
story of two sisters who lose their privileged and glamorous life in Shanghai and
emigrate to California when Japan invades China in 1937.

Pearl, 21, and May, 18, with very different personalities, are beautiful and modern
young women living with their parents and 7 servants until their father tells them he
has gambled away the family fortune, and to repay his debts he must sell the girls
to Chinese suitors from Los Angeles who want Chinese brides.

“Sisters are for life,” they say, and it is this belief that holds them together over the
next 20 years despite their jealousies and rivalries and sustains them through the
bloody and brutal experience of war, the birth of an illegitimate child, the humiliation
of working at menial jobs to keep starvation at bay, living with husbands for whom
they have strong negative feelings, and being objects of cruel racial discrimination
while trying to be Americans and struggling with the demands of their in-laws who
expect them to abide by complex Chinese family traditions.

All the while the fear of deportation hangs over their lives and those of their
Chinese relatives, should their not-quite-legal documentations be exposed.

This novel has the gripping tension of a who-done-it and the informative
perspective of a historical novel.

Judith Johnston
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WCTL Women’s Conference

All In Men’s Conference

Rejoice, Refresh, Renew
Carol McLeod

“Behold The Man”
Saturday, March 24, 2012
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

March 10, 2012
Real Life Assembly Church
8:25 am – 3:00 PM
$25 Advanced tickets
Ladies, if you would like to go, there is a sign-up
sheet on the table outside the Sanctuary.
We can go as a group!

Golden Girls
The Golden Girls will be meeting on Wednesday,
March 14, 5:30 pm at Syd’s Place.
Please contact Janet Kuhns at 474-3029 if you
would like to come!

Café del Soul

Erie First Assembly
8150 Oliver Rd., Erie
A Life-Challenging Game Plan for
each man’s journey
From Training Camp through to Game
Day Preparation, this unique sports and media
venue will train and equip each man to become
the husband, father and man God has called him
to be – a man of action and love. Men ages 13 &
up are encouraged to participate in this highenergy conference filled with speakers, group
sessions and more.
Featuring:
Tom McGough (former Cleveland Indian)
Robin Cole (former Pittsburgh Steeler)
Jon Kolb (former Pittsburgh Steeler)
David De Marco Worship Band
Call 724-453-1400 for more information.

Saturday, March 24, 2012
7-9 PM
Featuring Photographs by Mark Hutchinson
Two of Mark Hutchinson’s photographs were
selected for the Erie Bank 2012 calendar.
There will be many more of his pictures he’s been
taking and collecting on display at this month’s
Coffee House. Come out for support and a night of
fellowship!

Sink or Swim
When a boat started sinking, the skipper shouted,
“Does anyone know how to pray?” One man
confidently answered, “Yes, I do.” The captain
nodded. “That’s good then,” he said. “You go
ahead and pray. The rest of us will put on life
jackets. We’re one short.”
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Bloom

St. Patrick used the shamrock to teach
people about the Godhead. Holding up a
shamrock, he challenged them, “ Is this
one leaf or three?” Inevitably people
replied that it was both, prompting St.
Patrick to draw the analogy that so, too,
is God: one God in three persons – the
Holy Trinity.

Spring Fever
Four high school students afflicted with
spring fever skipped their morning
classes. After lunch, the boys told their
teacher they’d had a flat tire.
Much to the boys’ relief, the teacher
smiled and said, “Well, you missed a test,
so take seats apart from one another and
take out a piece of paper.”

A gardener planted two small shrubs side by
side. During the dry summer, both plants
struggled to get established. One developed
black spots and lost more of its leaves. The
gardener assumed the little plant wouldn’t
survive but was sure the healthy-looking shrub
would bloom.
The following spring, to the gardener’s great
surprise, the stronger plant had not a single
bloom but the weak, stricken shrub had produced
a beautiful flower.
This is often true, as well, of people who’ve
experienced great sorrow and loss. They know
the Savior’s love and comfort in ways that only
those who suffer can know. And by God’s
grace, they share that love and comfort with
others.
As Ugo Bassi said, “He who suffers most has
most to give.”
-- Kari Myers

Still smiling, she waited for them to sit
down. Then she said, “First question:
Which tire was flat?”
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Birthdays
1
2
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
20
21

25
26
27
29
30
31

Shannon Sanders
Christine Phillips
Arlene Traut
Alysa Boone
Susan Althof
Nick Pfeffer
Kayla Paden
Tyler Pfeffer
Zac Twining
Betsy Mitcho
Andy Foyle
Buster Johnston
Hannah Vogan
Robb Pifer
David Durst
Bill Gohn
Joey Sample
Jane Gohn
Marsha Heath
Donald Pratt
Howard Kerner
Sarah Vogan
Penny Qualls
Rebecca Church
Siri Annegan
Joe Weidenboerner Sr.
Andrea Miller
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Editor’s Page
A book I’m currently reading (Miles to
Go by Richard Paul Evans) is about a
man who, after losing his wife, his home,
and his business sets off on an across-thecountry walk. On his walk he meets a
young woman who, he learns, is
contemplating suicide after losing her
young son in an automobile accident and
losing her husband to divorce. She has
decided life isn’t worth living and
decides to end her life.
The man and young woman have a
discussion about God and punishment
when he says to her,
“It seems to me that [God] is
much more interested in helping
us than in condemning us. I
believe that’s why when we
are in need, he puts people
in our path. Think about it,
doesn’t it seem peculiar that
someone who understands
what it means to lose everything ends up in your home
exactly when you needed him
most?”
How very true this is. I know that in my
life I’ve had the great fortune to meet
some of the most amazing people when I
was in such great need of them. I don’t
really believe in coincidence. I feel God
puts people and events into our path
when we need them. Our job is to
recognize them and open ourselves to
them and their purpose.
This past week was the 16th anniversary
of Kyle’s death and for some reason it
was an especially hard time for me. Then
today I opened an email from a young
man who had been Kyle’s best friend and

This past week was the 16th anniversary
of Kyle’s death and for some reason it
was an especially hard time for me. Then
today I opened an email from a young
man who had been Kyle’s best friend and
who had written a song about losing a
friend to cancer. He had performed the
song at a coffee house in Nashville where
he is living and trying to break into the
music business, and he sent me a link to a
video of the performance. It truly
touched my heart, as you can well
imagine.
I can’t begin to tell you how that helped
heal my heart today. I’ve been going
around in a fog since the 18th and have
been pretty gloomy, as Mike will attest
to. Now I feel like there’s something to
look forward to as Jason told me that he
had been approached by people from Erie
who are planning a couple of fund-raisers
for cancer research. They’ve asked him
to perform “Kyle’s Song” at these events
and Jason asked if Mike and I would
consider being present when he sang the
song.
I was reminded of how much Kyle was a
part of the lives of so many people.
Several people have approached me over
the past week to tell me this. It really
meant a lot to me to know he hasn’t been
forgotten.
Barb Mucciarone
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