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A Special Thank You
The Worship Committee would like to thank several people for all their hard work
during the Christmas season.
Thank you to Pat White and her crew for beautifully decorating the church for
Christmas!
Thank you to Barb Mucciarone for supervising the Angel Tree, and to all of you who
participated in this ministry!
Thank you to Jeff Sanner and helpers who organized the Caroling at Fairview Park.
Thank you to Linda Tobolewski and Janine Sanner for organizing and directing the
Children’s Pageant.
And thank you to the Lipphardts and all of you who made cookies for the traditional
Lipphardt Cookie Hour.
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Annual Congregational
Meeting
We will have our Annual Congregational
Meeting Sunday, February 3, in the
Fellowship Hall, at which the 2012 Annual
Report will be reviewed. Lunch will be
provided by our Session.
Please plan to attend.

Rick Bryant, Rebecca Grimaldi, Eric and
Carissa Iszkula, Carol Loll,
Denise Miller, Stephanie Mitchell,
Danielle Nies, Josh Nies, Liz Sharp

Memorial Service
Eden Leigh Irwin, granddaughter of Sid &
Marty Manchester,
born on December 7, 2012

We will have a Service of Remembrance on
February 10, during the 10:30 service.
The following are our members we’ve lost
in the past year:

Eli Clifford Zeiser, son of Eric & Remlee
Zeiser,
born on January 5, 2013

Dave Burton
Ruth Crist
Ray Fairchild
Howie Kerner
Don Leopold
Kathy Loomis
Dan Miller Sr.
Norm Veith

Ash Wednesday Service

United Way Erie Free Taxes

There will be an Ash Wednesday Service on
February 13, at 7:00 PM.

The church will once again be a site for
United Way Erie Free Taxes. They will be
here Monday & Thursday evenings
beginning January 28th. Any 2012
households with incomes of $51,000 or less
qualify for free Federal, State, & Local
income tax returns. Please call 1-888-8295680 for an appointment. There is also a
“No Wait” Drop Off service.

Kayla Lynn Annegan, granddaughter of Pat &
Siri Annegan,
born on December 13, 2012

Memorial Garden Wall
All spaces have been sold and engraving is in
progress! Installation and dedication of the
Memorial Wall will take place this Spring.
Dates will be announced.
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Just not feeling it today. I got no inspirational stories or deep thoughts to share. February, the most
depressing month of the year in northern climes like ours, is upon us. It is 8 degrees outside. My brain, like
many other mechanical things, will not work in this weather. This leaves me no choice but to be silly. Maybe
these sillinesses will make your February less depressing.

ACTUAL HEADLINES

Plane Too Close to the Ground, Crash Probe Says
Well Duh

Kids Make Nutritious Snacks
There are especially good added to cookies
Fried Chicken Cooked In Microwave Wins Trip
Let us count the ways this one is messed up
Woman Improving After Fatal Crash
They found her in the cemetery
Red Tape Holds Up New Bridge
I think I’ll take another route
Britain Finds Dwarfs in Short Supply
Is this some kind of cruel joke?

Miners Refuse to Work After Death
Lazy slugs!

Prosecutor Probes Victim in Crime
No comment

Legislator Wants Tougher Death Penalty
Now condemned prisoners will have to watch
reruns of Gilligan’s Island until brain death sets in.

Marijuana Issue Sent to Joint Committee
Yeah mahn it may take us a while to study this issue.
Pass the Cheetohs please.

Include Your Children When Baking Cookies
Leaves out the eggs when you do this
Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers
I guess they deserve it, but seems harsh
Gas Cloud Clears Out of Taco Bell
Nuff said

Man Found Dead in Cemetery
Why is this news? Man Found Alive would be a real
news story!
War Dims Hope for Peace
It doesn’t get much dimmer.
If Strike Isn’t settled Soon it May Last Awhile
Impeccable logic
Man Struck by Lightening Faces Battery Charge
I would have thought the lightening would have
been enough of a charge.
New Study on Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group
Unfortunately I think I qualify
Study Shows Those Without Insurance Die More
Often
I am pretty sure there is a flaw in this study
somewhere
Kids Make Nutritious Snacks
There are especially good added to cookies
Fried Chicken Cooked In Microwave Wins Trip
Let us count the ways this one is messed up
Woman Improving After Fatal Crash
They found her in the cemetery

ACTUAL NEWS STORY
An elderly woman did her grocery shopping and,
upon returning to her car found four young men in
her car. She grabbed the handgun she carried in her
purse, yelled that she knew how to use the gun and
made it clear that she would use it the men did not
get out of her car. They men quickly and without
protest did as she ordered, and ran as fast as they
could away from the car. Upon getting into the car
the woman discovered that her keys, for some
reason, would not work in the car. She turned her
head and noticed her car next to the car she was
now guilty of carjacking.
Hey - get out and have some fun in February. Spring
is right around the corner. Love Ya.
Pastor Chuck
BONUS: This one is for the women. Liz Winstead
says, “I think – therefore I am single”
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February 2013
People We Lost Recently
The families of the following people could use our prayers
Howie Kerner
Art Mohr – Father of Marilyn Ferringer
Norm Veith

People to be Praying for
Gail Getz has pulmonary fibrosis. Effects breathing and endurance.
Alice Coughlin is recovering from pneumonia
Elaine Boettiger is failing
Marge Corbett is recovering from hip surgery.
Jordan Sanner is rehabbing her right leg after ACL surgery
Lauren Scharf – general health concerns
Lori Straub does not have cancer, but keep praying for her MS
Deb Pifer and Julie Seggi both continue battling MS
Joe Sample and Jon Papson both dealing with intestinal diseases.
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s
A number of people are looking for work.
Luke Tobolewski is gaining weight & sitting up!!

Stuff to Celebrate

Jennifer Hamilton has been scanned and pronounced clean of cancer!! Jen is the
daughter of Anne Lewis and step-daughter of Sam Lewis
Eli Zeiser was born two weeks ago. Eli is the first child of Eric & Remlee
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Sikhism instructs that our life has a purpose and a goal. It offers an opportunity for self and God
realization. Moreover man is responsible for his own actions. He cannot claim immunity from the
results of his actions. He must therefore be very vigilant in what he does. The goal of human life to
merge with God is accomplished by meditation on God and performance of acts of service and
charity. Sikhism emphasizes the path of devotion. It also lays stress on the need for earning God's
Grace in order to reach the spiritual goal.
Sikhism Purpose of Life

O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as witnesses to fair dealings and let not the
hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just, that is
next to piety. Fear Allah, indeed Allah is well-acquainted with all that you do.”
Koran 5:8

The life of another should also be treated by one and all as one’s own life. In
Buddhist law this is accepted as a Fundamental Right. This right for one’s life
commences at the moment of conception in the mother’s womb. It is for this reason
that abortion is declared illegal. All crimes committed against human life from
abortion to manslaughter are part of the Criminal Law.
From a summary of LAW AND BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY
O Thou Whose tests are a healing medicine...
Glory to Thee, O my God!
Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God!
Dispel my grief by Thy bounty...
Lauded and glorified art Thou, O my God!
Remover of difficulties
Thou knowest full well, O my God...
I adjure Thee by Thy might, O my God!
O Lord! Thou art the Remover...

Baha’i Prayer
You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I
tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.
Jesus, Matthew 5:43-45
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The Second Book of Samuel
by
Samuel & the Prophets Gad & Nathan
From the Good News Bible
Murder, execution, rape, hanging, disembowelment, beheading, stabbing, adultery, animal
cruelty, deception, betrayal, revenge, desecration of corpses, facial disfigurement,
polygamy, illness, famine, bloody battle scenes involving thousands of deaths, palace
intrigue—what? Is this a review of one of James Peterson’s gory murder mysteries? The
last 3 items on the list would say, “No.” This is the story of King David (who ruled c. 1000
– 970 B.C.) and part of the theological history of the Israelites, written sometime between
630 and 540 B.C.
Without consulting any introductory material or Bible study notes, jumping into Second
Samuel feels like the reading of a contemporary who-done-it. The difference is that one
doesn’t have to wait for the ending to find out who the perpetrators are. Each incident,
featuring one of the items on the above list, is a complete story in itself. And while the
name of God might appear in a Peterson novel, nobody ever converses directly with God
as David frequently does!
David, the humble shepherd lad, remembered best for slaying the Philistine giant, Goliath,
gains stature as the king who unites Judah and Israel into one nation and becomes part of
the genealogy of Jesus.
Such a complex hero our warrior/ ruler/musician/writer is. His life is a contrast between
bravery and fear, ruthlessness and caring, sinning and repenting, showing justice, mercy,
and forgiveness to many, and described as “a man after my own heart” by God, and one
whom Stephen describes in the New Testament as having “found favor before God.”
A map of Israel during this period is helpful for war buffs wishing to follow the movements
of the many battles described in this book. A calculator might also be helpful for keeping
track of the slain.
Whether a believer or not, the story line is captivating.
Judith Johnston
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Café del Soul
We will be having a Coffee House on Saturday,
March 2, from 7-9 PM. Our music guest will be
Todd Morton, a fellow Christian who sings and
plays the guitar professionally, writing a lot of his
own songs. He also has a band, Blue Razz Trio, and
is a DJ for various events.
Come out for a night of good music, fun and
fellowship!

The calendar is filling up with Community Events held here in our church!
Events this month are:
Erie Free Taxes – Monday & Thursday evenings through April 15
Park & Rec classes – Thursdays at 10 AM through February 28
14 Week AA Program – Tuesday evenings through April 9
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Retreat – February 8th & 9th
Presbytery Meeting - February 16
Girl Scout Cookie delivery & pick-up – February 18
Fairview High School Music Boosters Dance – February 23
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Birthdays
1
3
11
14
15
18
19
22
23
24
25
28
29

Scott Mahood
Judith Johnston
Carissa Iszkula
Guy O’Brien
Tory Illig
Ross Fonticella
Dick Case
Deb Warley
Lori Cammarata
Hendrick Hetz
Deb Foyle
Pam Durst
Susan Nelson
Matthew Mountain
Gail Getz
Peter Burton
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Editor’s Page
I hope you all had a good Christmas. It seemed to
come and go so fast this year! I really missed
having Jenna home this year. She’s like our
sparkplug around the holidays; gets us all going.
She’s talking about being here next Christmas with
her boyfriend, Itzik. I really hope it happens!

Over the past year and a half I’ve been reconnecting
with classmates from high school. Actually, most
of us have been together since grade school –
through Brownies, Girl Scouts, church choir, first
dates, and the trials of adolescence.
So, once a month we get together for lunch at a
restaurant in North East (where I grew up). There’s
an open invitation for all classmates from the class
of ’67 – yeah, I know. I’m getting up there. But it
doesn’t seem like it when we get together. There’s
a lot of reminiscing and also a lot of talk of kids and
grandkids. I’m hoping to get in on the latter
sometime! We even have guys in our group!
Unfortunately, one of the things we have done in the
past year and a half is visit funeral homes when a
parent or sibling of one of our friends passes away.
At first this seemed pretty awkward to me, but
lately I’ve seen it as just another way of connecting.
We usually go as a group of eight or ten, and it’s
nice to see the reaction we get from someone we

haven’t seen in years.
A lot of the classmates at lunch I haven’t seen for
over 40 years, but we quickly catch up and find
we have lots in common. One of my best
friends, Sally, just became the grandmother of
twin boys and we see new pictures of the twins
every month. How cute!
Another thing that’s come out of all this is that
about a half a dozen of us girls have joined a
Bible study from the Presbyterian Church in
North East. All of us but one grew up in that
church and have lots of fond memories. The
Bible study meets once a month and right now
we’re studying a book called Slightly Bad Girls
of the Bible. If I remember correctly, Donna led
a group studying another of the author’s books,
Bad Girls of the Bible. I didn’t attend that one,
but I’m thoroughly enjoying this one I’m going
to now.
A couple of weeks ago at our last meeting
someone asked the question, “How do you know
if it’s God speaking to you?” I remembered
something from a sermon Chuck did a few years
ago, so we had a really interesting discussion. I
feel so blessed to be part of this group. Being
with other Christian women is very fulfilling.
And, they’re a bunch of slightly crazy girls!
Barb Mucciarone
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