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Welcome New Members!
The following joined our church family on Sunday, January 25:
Steve Bowers; Trish Clark; Pat and Jenna Copeland;
Richard & Terry Limburg, Brian and Heather Nichols (and
daughter Hannah), Troy and Mary Schwab (and daughter
Emma), Jo Ann Sturdivant, Sharon Wheeler.

Special Dates
Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance,
February 14, 2015
Valentine’s Day, February 14,
2015
Presidents Day, February 16,
2015
Ash Wednesday, February 18,
2015
First Sunday in Lent, February
22, 2015

Congregational
Meeting
There will be a
Congregational Meeting
& tureen luncheon on
Sunday, February 8
immediately following
worship. The 2014
Annual Report will be
reviewed and Pastor
Chuck's Terms of Call
will be voted on. Please
plan to attend and bring
a dish to share!
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Sometimes we say the dumbest things!
We usually mean well when we say the things I am
thinking of, but we don’t seem to think much about
what we are really saying.
There was a news story recently about a man whose
car was crushed between two tractor trailers. By
rights he should have been killed. But somehow his
car compacted in such a way that he was left
virtually untouched in a little compartment. The car
was now the size of a small refrigerator and it took
emergency personnel three hours to cut him out of
the wreckage, but he was unscathed.
Someone offhandedly commented about the incident,
“God must have been with him.”
Now, I don’t want to overreact because that comment
was said casually without thought, but it made me
think, “Isn’t God always with us?” And what about
all those who die in car accidents? Was God not with
them?
And what of all children who die each day of hunger
related illnesses? Was God not available when they
died?
“The Impossible” is a movie that told the story of the
tsunami in the Indian Ocean destroying property
from Africa to Thailand. All told 230,000 people
were either dead or missing.
Maria Belon, her husband Enrique were vacationing
with their three young sons in Thailand when the
tsunami hit. It swept them all away. The film tells the
story of this family, separated from each other and
lost in the mayhem of this awful natural disaster.
And it tells of the “miracle” of them being reunited. It
is an awesome story. But is it true that God was with
them and not with the nearly quarter million people
who were killed?
And how about Russell Wilson, quarterback of the
Seattle Seahawks, explaining why he threw

four interceptions in the NFC championship game
before his team came from behind to win saying,
“That’s God setting it up, to make it so dramatic, so
rewarding, so special,”
Really! Well how special was that for the other
team? And did God really prefer the Seahawks in
the Super Bowl over the Green Bay Packers? Now,
in Wilson’s defense, he said this in the aftermath of
a very emotional win, but still…
I know that I am belaboring a point, but I am
doing it because I think that the ways of God are so
much higher than my ways, and the thoughts of
God are so far beyond me, that I can rarely say,
“God did this or that”.
God’s ways are mysterious and inscrutable to me.
And when we invoke God to explain amazing
things, though we may be doing it to honor God,
or as a way of trying to understand the mysterious,
I think we trivialize God, kind of making God into
our personal genii.
Our church has had a rough few months. We have
lost people we love. Some of our family members
are in the last stages of life. There have been lost
jobs, lost homes, and bankruptcies.
If we adhere to the Russell Wilson school of
thought we might be tempted to wonder why God
is doing this to us, but I think that that is the
wrong way to think about life.
For me, there is little I can say with any certainty. I
do not know why some people are saved from
great calamities and others die. I don’t know why,
when sickness comes, some get better and some
don’t. The ways of God are a mystery to me, except
for this…
I know that my redeemer lives and loves and is
with me through all that happens to me in this life.
And – at this stage in my walk with God, that has
become enough.
God is Love! Pastor Chuck
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Bob & Linda Boyd - the loss of Bob’s son
Mary Ann - a co-worker of Shannon Sanders - lost her nursing job due to
false allegations that she abused her teenage daughter
Nancy Pickens - congestive heart failure
Dave Sanner passed away on Friday, January 9. Prayers for his family
A brother of one of Heather Adams' students - John- was diagnosed with
Ewing's Sarcoma. He will be undergoing radiation, chemo, and at least
one surgery over the next 9-12 months.
Ann Lewis's daughter Jen - the cancer is back.
Please continue to pray for Bob White.
Stephanie Mitchell's brother Matt is searching for a job.
Pat Kloecker, a co-worker of Annette Hutchinson, who is 29, a husband &
father of 3, has a brain tumor. Prayers for him, his family, and his doctors
Anna Mae Traut's son-in-law Carl Schnaufer has a malignant brain tumor
and is undergoing radiation. The tumor is inoperable.
Debi Smith is fighting cancer of the stomach, lungs, and brain.
Safety for Jenna Mucciarone, who lives in Tel Aviv Israel.
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family
Lori Straub continues to battle both MS and Sjogren’s disease.
Deb Pifer and Julie Seggi both continue battling MS. Julie has some
special needs because she cannot work and has no means of supporting
herself right now.
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s and is at Sarah Reed
Joys
Megin had a beautiful baby girl on January 15 - Zora Jane Sewak!
Our Young People in the Military
Joe Grimaldi – Fort Carson, Colorado Springs
Scotty Case - Mississippi
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Rather than emphasizing the sexuality of gay and lesbian people, many Native Americans
focused on their spiritual gifts. American Indian traditionalists tend to see a person's basic
character as a reflection of their spirit. Androgynous or transgender persons are seen as
doubly blessed, having both the spirit of a man and the spirit of a woman, having come from
the spirit world. Thus, they are honored for having two spirits, and are seen as more spiritually
gifted than the typical masculine male or feminine female. Therefore, many Native American
religions, rather than stigmatizing such persons, often looked to them as religious leaders and
teachers.
Two-spirit people were respected by native societies due to religious attitudes and for
practical concerns. Because their gender roles involved a mixture of both masculine and
feminine traits, two-spirit persons could do the work of both men and of women and were
considered to be hard workers, artistically gifted, and of great value to their extended families
and community. Two-spirit persons assisted their siblings' children, took care of elderly
relatives, and often served as adoptive parents for homeless children.
Native peoples of the Plains, the Great Lakes, the Southwest and California offer the most
evidence for respectful two-spirit traditions. It has been determined that there were male twospirits in more than 150 different Native American tribes, as well as female two-spirits.
Similar religious traditions existed among the native peoples of Siberia and many parts of
Central and Southeast Asia
Native American same-sex marriages have been used as a model for legalising same-sex
marriages, and the spiritual gifts of androgynous persons have started to become more
recognised.
Although being gay has been seen as a "gift" according to many North American indigenous
peoples’ traditions, influences from Western culture have been attributed to small movements
to attack gay Native Americans. Nevertheless, the struggle for equality in America continues.
FROM: Google -- native american gay marriage two spirit
Jesus said: So whatever you wish that men would do to you , do so to them. Matt. 7:12
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Winning Marriage
The inside story of how same-sex couples took on politicians and pundits—and won
(published 2014) By Marc Solomon
The “Other” is seen as socially, politically, intellectually, physically, economically or
spiritually different from “Us.” But the similarities are the core of positive human
functioning. The “Other” earn a living, love their spouses, care & sacrifice for their
children, maintain safe & comfortable homes, care for extended family members, worship,
volunteer, study, vote.
Historically it was debated by the colonists if Native Americans were truly human. African
Americans were counted as property. Immigrants were labeled with pejorative names
(Dago, Chink, etc.). But all of them, once their rights were written into law or naturally
granted social acceptance, enriched the American fabric with their unique gifts while
retaining some heritage practices that added additional brilliance to the American gem.
While early prejudices for these folks limited housing, jobs & education, all were free to
marry (see Loving vs. Virginia-1967 U.S. Supreme Court for inter-racial marriages). But
gay persons have been denied this basic desire for a legal marriage and all its contractual
and economic benefits
Marc Solomon’s book details, as former congressman, Barney Frank states, “the crucial role
that the intelligent, disciplined approach to the political process played in the successes we
have won.” The District of Columbia & 36 states now recognize same-sex marriages. Mr.
Solomon, a Harvard graduate, has many years of experience working with and for lobbyists,
community organizers, & various legislators, both Republican and Democrat. He writes a
first-person account of the specifics of same-sex marriage victories and losses, primarily in
Massachusetts and New York, in this lengthy but important work.
While the reader may not be in sympathy with this struggle for justice, equality and freedom
from discrimination, nor appreciate its victories, however the machinations, compromises,
maneuverings, lobbying, door-to-door campaigning, and emphasis on The Golden Rule that
took place over months and years will intrigue anyone with a keen interest in the how and
why of local, state & national political processes, which are undergirded with our
democratic concept that the majority rules. Solomon also addresses the many questions of
those who have a gay family member or friend, and their need for a marriage and a rejection
of the limitations of a civil union.
“Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences, penetrates walls to arrive at
its destination, full of hope.” Maya Angelou, late poet and civil rights activist,
“…the arc of the moral universe is long but bends toward justice.” Martin Luther King,
late civil rights activist.
Judith Johnston
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Women’s Retreat!!
March 27 & 28 at Findley Retreat Center
The Chapel

A gorgeous setting just far
enough away from home to get
away from it all for a short
while, but not too far to travel.

The Lodge
Life in the 21st century is a constant
of rush and hurry and stress. We all
need time to decompress, to refocus,
to reconnect with God and with
other people. Some of the women of
the church have been talking about
planning a retreat for a couple of
years, and now is the time.

The Dining Hall
So, ladies, if you need some time away; if you
need to reconnect with God, if you need to
make or strengthen some friendships in the
church family, why not put this retreat on your
calendar.
The cost is $60.00 but there is scholarship
money available if you want to go and cannot
afford it.
Talk to Donna Cammarata, Michele McNally,
Steph Mitchell, Alysabeth Mahood, or
Shannon Saunders for more information. Or
just take the plunge and sign up on the table in
the Lobby!!!

Cocktails & Color
We will be holding a fundraiser
Page 7 for the Youth Group
Saturday, February 28th from 6-9PM
In our Fellowship Hall
A group of 20-40 church members, family, and friends can gather together for fellowship,
wine and painting! The cost to participate is $40, $10 of which will come back to our Youth
Group. The painting will be of Presque Isle Lighthouse (pictured below), taught by local artist
Marilyn Stover. All Cocktails and Color paintings are designed for novice painters, no
experience necessary.
You can sign up two ways. Online at www.cocktailsandcolorerie.com by following the
prompts below
 Private events calendar
 February 28th (click on the link in the calendar)
 Enter customer information, select Next
 Enter billing information, select Finalize
or by submitting your name and a $40 check to Fairview Presbyterian Church with “Cocktails
and Color” in the memo.
For participants, please feel free to bring a bottle of your favorite wine to share. Wine
glasses will be provided. Questions can be send to Heather Adams at hapa005@gmailcom.
See you there!

Youth Group Outreach Project
The Youth Group has taken on a new project to support a non-profit organization called Grady’s Decision
– a program for local families with premature babies. They had a Dance Night, where people brought in
diapers for the entry fee. They will be having a Valentine’s Dinner Dance. The proceeds will go to making
Easter baskets with needed items for the babies and families and will be delivered to the NICU’s of Hamot
and St. Vincent Hospitals on April 4. The Youth Group appreciates your participation and support!

United Way Erie Free Taxes
The church will once again be a site for United Way Erie Free Taxes. They will be here Tuesday &
Wednesday evenings from 4 -8 pm beginning January 27th. Any 2014 households with incomes of $53,000
or less qualify for free Federal, State, & Local income tax returns.
Please call 1-888-829-5680 for an appointment.

2015 Sign Up Charts
Help is needed in the Nursery and for greeting. There are 2015 charts on the bulletin board outside the
sanctuary. For those who would like to provide flowers on a Sunday in memory or in honor of a loved one,
please sign up on the Flower Chart.

Art Show
The Fairview Presbyterian Church is inviting all artists to join our upcoming Art Show. We are
accepting art work from all artists who attend Fairview Presbyterian Church, as well as your
artistic friends and family. This is a wonderful opportunity to share your artistic talent or come
and enjoy the talents of others.
When: Friday, March 27th, Opening Night Reception, 7– 9 pm and Saturday, March 28th,
12 – 3pm. Art work will be displayed through Easter Sunday.
What is Accepted: Works in all media including, but not limited to; photography, sculpture,
and painting. Crafts and jewelry cannot be accepted.
Submission Dates: February 23rd – February 27th 10:30 am – 5:00 pm
Entry Deadline: February 27th
Admission: Free
Any artist interested in showing and/or selling their art, may pick-up an application form in the
church lobby. For further information, please contact Danielle Nies at (814) 450-1190 or
djjnies@yahoo.com. Hope to see you there!

Page 9

Providing proof

If we are to accept the teaching of Jesus
at all, then the only test of the reality of
a man’s religion is his attitude to his
fellow men. The only possible proof that
a man loves God is the demonstrated fact
that he loves his fellow men.
—William Barclay

Over the edge

In Iceland, a country filled with many
spectacular waterfalls, Godafoss stands
out. Water plunges from 40 feet high,
across a width of almost 100 feet.

Lenten living

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18
this year. Christians have observed this
season of the church year since the fourth
century. It’s traditionally a time of
reflection, penitence and spiritual renewal
before Easter.
During Lent, some Christians give up
something that hinders their relationship
with God. Others do something extra for
their spiritual growth or make a special
sacrifice. The key is to make Lent a
memorable season of sincere spiritual growth
— a time that can set the tone for the rest of
the year.

The story behind that natural wonder’s
name is impressive, as well. In the year
1000, a handful of Iceland’s leaders
chose to follow Christianity rather than
paganism, setting the course for the
entire nation. When a former pagan
priest converted to Christianity, he
chucked his idols into the waterfall. Civil
war was averted, and the waterfall came
to be known as Godafoss, or “waterfall of
the gods.”

Scroll

Which Jericho woman hid the two
Israelite spies, and where did she hide
them?
A. Joanna, in her stable
B. Bathsheba, at her neighbor’s house
C. Milkah, under a pile of blankets
D. Rahab, on her roof

A scroll may symbolize the writings of
Scripture, particularly the Old Testament.
In Luke 4, Jesus read from the scroll of
Isaiah in his home synagogue at Nazareth. A
scroll may also symbolize the Day of
Judgment, with the names of the elect, or
saved, written on it. In Revelation 5, the
creatures and elders around God's throne
sing to Christ the Lamb: "You are worthy to
take the scroll and open its seals, because
you were slain, and with your blood you
purchased for God persons from every tribe
and language and people and nation" (v. 9,
NIV).

Answer: D
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Birthdays
1
3
4
7
11
12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19
22

23
24

28
29

Scott Mahood
Judith Johnston
Erin Redlawsk
Jamionn Flagella
Melissa Jageman
Carissa Iszkula
Kaila Foster
Aaron Kandel
Guy O’Brien
Tory Illig
Nate Brosig
Ross Fonticella
Jo Ann Sturdivant
Abigail Cook
Dick Case
Deb Warley
Lori Cammarata
Hendrick Hetz
Morgan Eberlin
Deb Foyle
Pam Durst
Susan Nelson
Jamie Annegan
Gail Getz
Peter Burton
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Editor’s Page

Author and lecturer Leo
Buscaglia once
Talked about a contest he was
asked to judge.
The purpose of the
contest was to find the most
caring child.
The winner was:
A four-year-old child, whose next
door
neighbor was an elderly gentleman,
who had recently lost his
wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the
little boy went into the old
Gentleman's' yard, climbed onto his
lap, and just sat there.
When his mother asked him what
he had
said to the neighbor, the little boy
just said, 'Nothing, I just
Helped him cry.'

'What does it mean to be adopted?',
asked
another child.

'It means', said the girl, 'that you
grew
in your mommy's heart instead of
her tummy!'

On my way home one day, I stopped
to
watch a Little League base ball
game that was being played in a
park near my home. As I sat down
behind the bench on the firstbase line, I asked one of the boys
what the score was
'We're behind 14 to nothing,' he
answered
With a smile.
'Really,' I said. 'I have to say you
don't look very discouraged.'

Teacher Debbie Moon's first
graders were
discussing a picture of a family. One
little boy in the picture
had a different hair color than the
other members. One of her
students suggested that he was
adopted.
A little girl said, 'I know all about
Adoption, I was adopted..'

'Discouraged?', the boy asked with
a
Puzzled look on his face...
'Why should we be discouraged?
We haven't
Been up to bat yet.'

Page 13

