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A Farewell for Chuck
Sad to say, but Chuck’s last Sunday here is February 5! A service is being planned with some
special music, and there will be a catered luncheon following the service. (subs & salad)
Please bring a DESSERT OR MUNCHIES to share, and your cards and farewell wishes. We hope
that you all can make it, and please share the date with those whom you think would like to be here.
Hope to see you all February 5!

THE NURSERY WILL BE CLOSED
Sunday, February 5
so that everyone will be able to enjoy Chuck’s last service.

Youth Group Spaghetti Lunch
The Youth Group will be having a Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser on Sunday, February 26, right after
the service. Mark it on your calendar, and plan on a tasty lunch while giving support to the many
things our kids do, and enjoying great fellowship!

Golden Girls
The Golden Girls will meet on Wednesday, February 22, 5:15 pm, at Butch’s.

“I can see how it might be possible for a man to look down upon the earth and be an atheist, but I
cannot conceive how a man could look up into the heavens and say there is no God.”
Abraham Lincoln

Wow! It is actually here. Time for me to sign off
one last time. It came much faster than I thought
it would, but… it is definitely time.
Some of you know that it is time for me to go.
You may be too kind to say it, but you know it.
Or, you may be singing, “Ding dong, the witch is
dead, the witch is dead, the witch is …” And still
others of you are letting your fondness for me, or
comfort with me, to prevent you from admitting it
– but it is definitely time, for a number of
reasons:
•
For one, I am emotionally weary. Call it burn
out if you will. “Ahh – poor Pastor Chuck is
tired!” Well, yeah. Tired enough that I honestly
haven’t been a good Pastor for some time.
Which means - it is definitely time.
•
Also – I have some health concerns,
nothing serious but: back problems,
hypertension, and migraines. My doctor says the
migraines will lessen after retirement. Cool! Who
knows, maybe my hair will even grow back!
•
Then there is my family, I have neglected
them for far too long. Time to give Donna and
my grandkids the attention they need.
•
There are also some cultural issues I think
are truly important to work on and doing so while
remaining your pastor would surely cause pain
and conflict in the church I love, and that is
something I don’t want to do. Most all the
pastors I know who are working on these issues,
climate change, racial justice, interfaith relations,
LGBTQ tolerance, have left their churches to do
this work.
So, I feel the need to step away from the church
for a time, to rest, restore my health, renew my
relationships with family, and think about how I
can be used, how I can make a difference, in a
world I think is rapidly spinning out of control.
Before I go I just want to say to you, “Thank
You!” Thank you and you have my undying
gratitude.

It would be disingenuous to say that it has all been
smooth sailing, or that it has been without turmoil. It
has been neither. When Donna and I arrived here
in 1985 there were 50 – 60 people attending
worship on Sundays and the average age of those
attendees was probably around 70.
It took a while, but we began to grow in the late
80’s and by the late 90’s we had two Sunday
services with attendance at each of over 100. It
was all good! I was feeling pretty full of myself.
Then, in 1999 and 2000, a series of unfortunate
events led to major losses and defections. We lost
40% of our membership over those two years.
But, the folk who stayed have made re-made
Fairview Presbyterian into a church that makes a
difference in our community, and world. I have an
incredible amount of respect for the folks who have
been part of this remaking over the past 17 or so
years. There are too many to mention here
(although I will be trying to do something like that
on Feb. 5 which is my last Sunday.)
I hope you will come out for that Sunday. Worship
will be filled with music, an extended children’s
message, and Donna and I will serve communion
to you all one last time.
Then, we will adjourn to the fellowship hall for lunch
and some parting comments from me. It will be a
time for me to let you know just how much I
appreciate you, with some specific thank yous to
those who have had a particular influence on me
and my family.
When I compare notes with friends from seminary
they often tell me how lucky I have been. None of
them have been in fewer than 3 churches over the
years, and most of them have moved 4-6 times.
So, yes it is time! But as I go I hope you understand
just how blessed I feel to have been your pastor.
Good night and God bless my friends!

You have been my one and only church. I took
this job in March of 1985, two months before I
graduated from Seminary. I started here July 1
of that year and was ordained that October.

Pastor Chuck

People to Pray for:
Karen Milewski was diagnosed with breast cancer. She is going through many tests.
Cary Quigley will be having a second knee surgery, on his other knee.
Edie Leuschen broke her little toe and tore some ligaments. She’s hoping she won’t
have to have surgery.
Dolores Buell's daughter Julie had her voice box removed at the Cleveland Clinic on
January 18, due to throat cancer. The 14 hour surgery went well. Prayers for Julie and
her family as she recovers.
Theresa Weber's grandson Harley had surgery due to digestion problems. He is 2 1/2.
Marilyn Ferringer's mom, Sue Mohr, passed away on December 26. Prayers for the
family.
Marjorie Corbett, a long time member here who was 97, died. Prayers for her family.
Tom & Bev Solvedt's son Tom has been struggling with Lupus, and was diagnosed
with cancer of the esophagus. He is undergoing radiation, then will have chemo.
Joy Stadler has completed radiation for breast cancer and will have chemo every 3
months.
JoAnn Sturdivant still dealing with heart issues.
Danielle Nies' mom Sharon has grade 4 glioblastoma
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family

Joys to Celebrate!
Andrea Ward's mom, Valerie Ryan is now home after a stroke. Prayers for continued
recovery.
Carissa & Eric Iszkula had their third girl on December 29!!! Welcome Ainsley Jane!

Amos
By
Amos, one of 12 Minor Prophets
Active years – 760 – 755 B.C.
The Book of Amos, which is the earliest of the prophetic writings to be preserved in book form,
consists of nine chapters in the Bible. The coming downfall and the utter collapse of the northern
kingdom (Israel) are two major themes in the Book of Amos. Apparently insertions were made at
the end of the book, deemed appropriate in light of the events that occurred after Amos’ death.
The writing style is not the kind that one would expect from Amos since it indicates material
prosperity rather than a moral transformation for which he was pleading for Israel.
Undergirding these themes of downfall and collapse is a protest against the social injustices that
prevailed in northern Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II (786-746 B.C.). Amos warns that
Yahweh will punish Israel for violating the demands of justice, and the punishment will be
captivity by a foreign power and the end of Israel's national existence.
A shepherd and arborist, Amos was deeply troubled when taking his produce to market in the
cities by the contrast between the rich and the poor and by the way in which the political and
religious leaders tried to justify this disparity. These leaders insisted that Yahweh materially
rewards those who are faithful in the performance of their ritualistic obligations to him, and that
personal and national prosperity proved divine favor. Obversely, they believed poor people
deserved their hard lot because they didn’t regularly participate in the sacrifices and other
religious activities practiced at the established places of worship.
Amos was reared in an environment where it was understood that loyalty to Yahweh involves fair
dealings among people rather than observance of religious rites and ceremonies. For Amos,
Yahweh ‘s demands for justice are universal and affect all nations.
Israel and the surrounding nations were guilty of pride, breaking covenants, infant sacrifice,
slave trading, violence towards women, and withholding necessities from the poor. The
economics, geography, culture, and political structures of this area at that time can provide the
curious Bible reader with a rich research opportunity.
The book of Amos can still be addressed to any world nation today and should especially spur
Christians to examine their own behavior with regard to justice and charity.
Judith Johnston

January has come and is almost gone. Being the start of a new year, both churches now seem to
be ready for some new traditions. I only introduced one new service last year and it was well
received at Spruce and asked for at Westminster. Both feel now that they are ready to move
forward and created some new traditions and are looking for ways to have some different services
or elements to the services. The good thing this year is that Easter is late, so there is extra time for
planning and looking at doing some new things for Lenten and Easter services. Another new idea
to them was that the congregations could actually discuss the changes voted upon during last
year’s General Assembly. They have been eager to discuss them and do so now even before the
meeting has been established. One parishioner told me that they finally feel part of the process and
that they never knew they could do this before. Even both of my commissioners explained to me
that while they feel overwhelmed at times, they feel this is the right way for the churches to express
their opinions and that they can now better represent the congregations. As it is the time of the year
for annual meetings and we just want them to be over with, please remember that I have two of
them to do instead of just the one that many are used too. As a final note with Chuck’s retirement at
hand. Keep your PNC in your prayers and afford them your utmost patience. The reality is that this
is a long process and the average time is 1-3 years to find the right pastor who is called to serve
you. Any of my former PNC members here would be happy to talk with any of you and let you know
what they did and went through to get me. Please feel free to stay in contact with me and keep me
and my congregations in your prayers as we will keep you in ours.
Rev. Ken Krause
1384 N. Lake Huron Shore Dr.

Church Cookbook

P.O. Box 258
Harrisville, MI 48740

Don’t forget about our Church cookbook! It has 250
delicious recipes that would make a wonderful gift!
Cost is $10. See Amy to purchase one (or more!)

kenkrause@al.upsem.edu

Grace & Peace,
Ken

Food Pantry
HELP IS NEEDED during distribution at our Food Pantry with last minute set-up, helping the people
through the line, carrying the food out to their cars, and tear down. Volunteers can arrive 9 am,
Food Pantry is open 10 am – Noon. Below is the schedule for the year.
January 7
February 4
March 4
April 1
May 13
June 3

July 8
August 5
September 9
October 7
November 4
December 2

United Way Erie Free Taxes
The church is once again a site for United Way Erie Free Taxes. They will be here Tuesday &
Wednesday evenings from 4-8 pm beginning January 31. Any 2016 households with incomes of
$54,000 or less qualify for free Federal, State, & Local income tax returns.
Please call 1-888-829-5680 for an appointment.

In a Different Voice
(A monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnston)
Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary—as America becomes increasingly
diverse, we are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our
ways. Yet, God seems to have spoken to His children in many different places
at very different times. Some of these diverse views will be featured each month
to encourage a healthy curiosity about other spiritual writings and to open us up
to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

The law, in its majestic equality, forbids the rich as well as the poor, to sleep under bridges, to beg
in the streets and to steal bread.
Anatole France - French writer
An imbalance between rich and poor is the oldest and most fatal ailment of all republics.
Plutarch – Greek historian
But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
Amos 5:24
I, the Lord, command you to do what is just and right. Protect the person who is being cheated from
the one who is cheating him. Do not ill-treat or oppress foreigners, orphans, or widows; and do not
kill innocent people in this holy place.
Jeremiah 22:3
What he requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love, and to live in humble
fellowship with our God.
Micah 6:8
Rich people who see a brother or sister in need, yet close their hearts against them, cannot claim
that they love God.
1 John 3:17
Suppose there are brothers or sisters who need clothes and don’t have enough to eat. What good is
there in your saying to them, “God bless you! Keep warm and eat well!” – if you don’t give them the
necessities of life?
James 2:15-16
Learn to do right. See that justice is done — help those who are oppressed, give orphans their
rights, and defend widows.
Isaiah 1:17
Share your belongings with your needy fellow Christians, and open your homes to strangers.
Romans 12:13

Church Officers 2017
These are our church officers. If there are any concerns about anything, please feel free to talk to
one of them.

Session
Kathy Mahood
Jeff Sanner
Steph Mitchell
Julie Wagner
Ryan Crawford
Richard Foland
Brian Nichols
Christine Phillips
Heather Adams
Michele McNally
Jacqui Fonticella
Ainslie Brosig

Trustees
Scott Russin
Patti Sample
Carol Loll
Joe Weidenboerner
Leslie Foland
Eric Scandale
Fred Ralph
Sam Lewis
John Paden

Deacons
Paula Paden
Marilyn Ferringer
Gail Getz
Annette Hutchinson
Theresa Weber
Joyce Getz
Jo Ann Sturdivant
Edie Leuschen
Linda Tobolewski
Arlene Miller
Ruth Scandale
Tami Thurston/Pat Goss

Financial Secretaries
Jim Getz
Carol Loll
Liliane O’Brien (alternate)
Jane Gohn (alternate)

Treasurer
Gina Case

Memorial Committee
Gail Getz
Rosie Tuten
Ann Lewis
Nominating Committee
Michele McNally
Ryan Crawford
Edie Leuschen
Fred Ralph

Please Note:
The deadline for the newsletter is the 20th of each
month. If you have any information you would like to
put in, please email it to folandjr@gmail.com.
Thank You.

February Birthdays
1
3
4
5
6
11
14
15
16

Scott Mahood
Judith Johnston
Erin Redlawsk
Amy Quigley
Jamionn Flagella
Carissa Iszkula
Nate Brosig
Ross Fonticella
Jo Ann Sturdivant

18
22

23
24
28
29

Dick Case
Lori Cammarata
Hendrick Hetz
Morgan Eberlin
Deb Foyle
Pam Durst
Susan Nelson Zaytsev
Gail Getz
Peter Burton

Praise the LORD!
Praise God in His sanctuary;
Praise Him in His mighty firmament!
Praise Him for His mighty acts;
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness!
Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet;
Praise Him with the lute and harp!
Praise Him with the timbrel and dance;
Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes!
Praise Him with loud cymbals;
Praise Him with clashing cymbals!
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
Praise the LORD!
-- Psalm 150

Praise is something we all crave. We all want to hear someone say, “good job” or “nice work.” In a
relationship we love when the other person praises us, but we often forget to praise them. The
same is true for God; we forget to praise him. Worse yet, we only remember to praise him in the
good times.
In the movie “Facing the Giants” a high school football coach decides that his team will praise God
whether they win or lose. Not only does he implement it with his team but also in his personal life
and miraculous things begin to happen in both spheres of his life. Now, I know what you’re thinking.
You’re thinking that it’s only a movie and you’re right but that doesn’t mean that there isn’t a grain of
truth in it. I challenge you to give it a try. Praise him when you get that promotion at work and also
praise him when you get laid off due to budget cuts.
You can praise anyone with a few well chosen, sincere words and while this is also true of God
there is another type of praise that we can present to the Lord. The type embodied in the joyful
noise of the praise song. Sing praises to Him. It doesn’t matter if you are tone deaf or can’t stay on
key. Just make a joyful noise with your voice, instruments or even the sound of your feet as you
dance before the Lord.
In the section on prayer I talked about including praise in your prayers. I want to reiterate that here
and add that singing and dancing for God is both praise and prayer. In the short verse at the end of
that prayer chapter I pointed out that you can pray anytime and anywhere; this is also true of praise.
Think about it for a minute. You can sing a praise song in the shower, bed, car or anywhere else
you might think up. Prayer, Praise, Thanksgiving and Study (as we’ll see later) are all parts of the
same whole. That whole being the process of communication between you and your creator.

Richard L. Foland Jr.

Fairview Presbyterian Church
PO Box 340
Fairview, PA. 16415-0340
814-474-3914
Pastor Cammarata 881-1905
fairpresby@verizon.net
www.fairviewpresbyterianchurch.com
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