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Christmas Eve Services
Candlelight Services will be at 7:00 & 11:00 PM.
The 7:00 service is family oriented.
The 11:00 is a more quiet, meditative service.

Angel Tree Gifts to be returned, Dec. 13
Sunday School Pageant, Dec. 20
First Day of Winter, Dec. 21
Christmas Eve Service – 7 & 11 pm, Dec. 24
Christmas Day, Dec. 25
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, Dec. 31

3 Wise Men and a Baby
You are cordially invited to this year’s Christmas pageant, 3 Wise Men and a Baby which the
children of our church will present to the congregation on Sunday, December 20, 2015 during the
10:30 a.m. worship service. The story is told by “Star” who was the star of Bethlehem. Star,
along with the other stars of heaven, are trying to plan the perfect birthday party for Jesus. As
the story continues, the Wise Men travel to Bethlehem and finally meet the new King.
The three Kings have distinct qualities. One is the King of Rock and Roll (Elvistonia), one is the
King of Country (Garthonia) and one is the King of Soul (Jamestonia). The Kings give Jesus
their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, but they give Jesus even more than these worldly
gifts. They give Jesus their love, their worship and their hearts.
The kids in the pageant range from age 4 years old to 17 years old and have been working very
hard on the songs for the pageant. Please join us. After the pageant, the Lipphardt Cookie Hour
will follow for everyone to enjoy.
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
PRACTICE
We will be practicing the songs for the Christmas
pageant every Sunday at 9:15 a.m. during Sunday
School. On top of that, we will have pageant practice in
the Sanctuary:
Saturday, December 12th
Saturday, December 19th
Sunday, December 20th

9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

Please try and make sure your kids attend all practices.

CARE PACKAGES
Care packages to our college students and military
personnel in our church will be mailed out the first week
of December. Please send your addresses to Linda
Tobolewski at ltobolewski@veerizon.net ASAP or call
the church office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
OFFERING
The School School offering collected in November thru
February will go towards Africa 6000 International Project
Water. We take water for granted. We turn on our faucets
and water comes out. In Africa, water may not always be
clean or safe to drink. Project Water is dedicated to provide
clean, safe water throughout Africa by digging wells,
pumping systems and filtering the water. We appreciate
any donation that is given.
Our last project was the Heifer Project. We purchased a
flock of hope – chicks, ducks, and goslings along with tree
seedlings.
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I met John Pavlovitz at the Wild Goose conference over the summer. John is a former pastor who blogs for a living
now. His writing is insightful and prophetic. He is able to speak freely because he need not worry about offending his
congregation. (I speak freely because I just don’t care that much!!) Anyway, the bulk of what you are about to read is
from a post by John in November.

‘Tis the season to claim persecution… Our yearly Christian obsession with the supposed “War on Christmas” began
early this season, with a recent viral video of the Starbucks rant by self-proclaimed prophet Joshua Feuerstein.
This certainly won’t be the last of such claims, and though a mystifying multitude of the faithful rushed to
amen Feuerstein’s meritless accusation these past few days, a most refreshing aspect of this week has been the number
of good folk who refuse to be fooled and sucked into a phony war.
They know that there isn’t a war on Christmas waged by non-Christians, as much as there is a war on
Christ by Christians.
Those who’ve been paying attention know that American Christianity has become more politicized and
commercialized than Jesus would ever have desired. It’s been married off to the religious Right, packaged for easy
megachurch franchising, and used for self-promotion by musicians, athletes, and political candidates. It reflects our
consumer culture as much any other aspect of our society despite our claims to the contrary.

Christmas has become a glitzy, bloated high holy day, marked by the kind of consuming and spending that has little
to do with a Jesus born in poverty, who altered the planet without a budget, church building, tax exemption or media
empire.
The beautiful heart of Christmas still exists, but it’s usually buried beneath an avalanche of consuming. So for highhorse Christians to defend this holiday, as if it purely represents Jesus is a bit disingenuous.
In truth, the War on Christmas cries are really a gift we Christians give ourselves, a convenient distraction for we
who have become complacent and comfortable in our affluent, cozy religion. They allow us to take a yearly selfrighteous stand, filled with pious outrage, and a sense that we have taken a stand for Jesus. In reality we’ve just made
a brief moral pit stop on the way to the mall.
Of course there is persecution of people of faith, but we American Christians will never experience it in a meaningful
way. In fact when it comes to Christmas, the season more often puts us in the role of intolerant, overbearing zealots
demanding that everyone else conform to our religious preferences and publicly reflect our convictions.
We are not the underdogs in whatever conflict there is during this season and I’m tired of annual demands to “keep
Christ in Christmas” by Christians who don’t seem that interested in keeping Christ in their lives the rest of the
year (you know: caring for the poor, protecting the vulnerable, alleviating suffering, shunning greed)
I think lots of people are tired of this schtik. I think they’re looking for a faith that fights the real evils of this world;
one that doesn’t need a self-made, trivial diversion in order to feel valid.
There are millions of people breathing our air who are starving and suffering and aching for a scrap of hope, and
honestly they couldn’t give a damn about coffee cups or nativity displays. They just want what Christians are
supposed to provide: tangible, evidence that God is and that God loves.
We who claim Christ should spend less time this season building convenient enemies to stroke our fragile egos, and
more time sharing the love of God that was born in that manger 2,000 years ago. This is the war we should be
waging at Christmas.

This is me now – If ever there was time when we Christians needed to focus on the loving heart of Christmas it is
now! If you shut out all the cultural noise this year you might be able to hear the sweet refrain, “All is well, all is
well. Angels and men rejoice, for tonight darkness fell into the dawn of love’s light. Sing alle, sing alleluia”
Merry Christmas
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In a Different Voice
(A monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary—as America becomes
increasingly diverse, we are confronted by more & more people
whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to have spoken to His
children in many different places at very different times. Some of
these diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a
healthy curiosity about other spiritual writings and to open us up to
possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Pre-Mortal Existence of Man
Adventist

There is no Pre-Mortal Existence of Man. Man begins to exist when he is
born into this world.

Baptist

Do not believe in the Pre-Mortal Existence of Man. Jesus Christ (God)
only had such. He lived before this life.

Catholic

Christ, as God, was from all eternity. Do not believe in the Pre-Mortal
Existence of Man.

Christian Scientist
Church of
Jesus Christ
Latter-day
Saints (Mormons)

Most believe in the Pre-Mortal Existence of Man, meaning that life does
not begin at birth. There are a variety of beliefs within the church
concerning this subject.
Before life, we lived as spirits with God our Heavenly Father. When we
are born, the spirit unites with a body of earthly substance. The spirit is
immortal.

Disciples of Christ

No doctrine concerning the pre-existence of man. There is a wide
variety of opinion and it is left to the individual to believe what they
wish.

Eastern Orthodox

God, meaning the Holy Trinity, only had pre-existence. All of us were
created on this earth by God (spirit).

Episcopalian

God lived before His birth at Bethlehem and is the only one to live
before birth. Do not have any knowledge of the Pre-Mortal Existence of
Man.

Jehovah's Witness

Christ had what is called a "pre-human" existence as a spirit person, was
born a mortal man, and does not have an immortal soul. Our personal
existence begins with our birth.

Lutheran

Do not believe in the Pre-Mortal Existence of Man.
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(continued from page 5)

Methodist
Presbyterian
Quaker

Unitarian
United Church of
Christ

Do not believe in the Pre-Mortal Existence of Man.
No doctrine as such. Only speculation.
Do not have a majority that feels one way or other about it. This is left to
the individual to interpret for his or her self. Not generally a matter of
discussion in meetings.
There was no Pre-Mortal Existence of Man. Man began here on this
earth.
Most do not believe in an existence before birth, but there may be some
that do. This is a matter that is left up to the individual, and is not a
matter of concern for the church.

Because specific teachings and beliefs can vary congregation to congregation, some
beliefs above may only be accurate in certain congregations or regions. Only the
Catholic Church and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have teachings
(doctrine) that come from one central place and remain the same world-wide.
Hindus, Buddhists & Muslims, and Greek philosophers, Socrates, Plato & Aristotle,
all have some concept of pre-existence. Google has pages of information, pro and
con, on this fascinating topic.
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Your Soul’s Plan
Discovering the Real Meaning of the Life You Planned Before You Were Born
by Robert Schwartz (2009)

Yes, you read that right—this is the life you planned before you were born. All religions
address the concept of souls and an afterlife, or lack thereof. Some religions address the
concept of pre-existence. Schwartz examines a karmic pre-existence whose purpose is for
choosing experiences that will result in spiritual growth of the soul at the end of each
selected life span. There is no punishment or reduction of one’s humanity (coming back as
a mosquito or cat, a commonly held view of karma, if one was bad in one’s human form).
Schwartz interviewed ten persons, with the aid of mediums, who chose to incarnate with
terrific, sometimes horrific, life challenges that would provide the growth they were
seeking and the help they could provide to others with similar experiences. The mediums
viewed and reported back to the interviewees what was planned by them prior to their births
because, once incarnated, these planning sessions are no longer remembered.
From a book that will bend one’s brain and rattle parts of one’s belief system, one could
conclude that this life is pre-planned. The result would be that bitterness and recriminations
are not appropriate responses to the extreme challenges one is facing. Only compassion,
love, forgiveness, seeking learning opportunities, and a deep commitment to be of some
service for God would prevail. These interviewees provided ample, heart-warming
examples of how these positive attributes enabled them to live with grace and peace with
their handicaps, deformities, addictions, or violent assaults.
If one does not accept this pre-planning and pre-existing concept, but believes that God
does have a plan for each of us, even while in the womb, then any adversity can be met with
the same compassion, love, forgiveness, and the asking of God, “What can I learn from
this?” And, “How can I be a servant for You because of this?”
Judith Johnston
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The Christmas Tree Ship
Friday, December 11, 5:30 – 8:30 pm
Erie Maritime Museum
Free admission, kid friendly activities
Santa and his reindeer arrive at 5:45 pm to light the U.S. Brig Niagra!

Church Cookbook
Our new cookbook has 250 delicious recipes!! The cost is
$10, and can be purchased after church or during the week
at the office. It will make a great Christmas or wedding
gift! Get them before they are gone!

New Members
Trish Clark, Pat & Jenna Copeland, Richard & Terry Limburg,
Brian & Heather Nichols, Troy & Mary Schwab, Jo Ann
Sturdivant, Sharon Wheeler

Baby Baptisms
Logan Thomas Szcodronski
Emma Faith Schwab
Lucas Alexander Rhoades
Evelyn Julia Copeland

Adult Baptisms
Jenna Copeland
Jo Ann Sturdivant
Jillian Rhoades

Weddings
Bryan Fischer & Brittany Straw
Matthew Hirsch & Sarah Vogan
Josh Kennedy & Lindsey Brocious

Deaths
David Sanner
Robert White
Sally Pallo
Steve Bowers
Eleanor Sample
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Christmas Angels Are Here!
The Angel Tree is located in the Lobby. Please stop in and select an angel
(or two!) and sign your name next to the angel number on the sheet provided.
You can spend whatever you are comfortable with. If you would like to
participate but don’t want to shop, give money to Barb Mucciarone.
Please have wrapped gifts returned to the church no later than Sunday,
December 13. This will give us time to sort and deliver the gifts. If you
would like to help with this, we will be sorting the gifts on Tues., Dec. 15 at
10:00 am (about 1 hr.). We also are looking for drivers to help deliver the
gifts on Friday, Dec. 18 at 10:00 (about ½ hr.).
Thank you for your help! Call Barb for any help – 474-2089.

Christmas Jars
Those of you who took a jar home last year to collect money for a family in need, please take it
upon yourself to give it to someone who could use it. If you don’t know of anyone, please call
Amy for ideas. Chuck will not be delivering them this year. We were blessed with too many!
If anyone would like to participate this year, there are jars in the Lobby with the story behind this
special ministry.

Congregational Meeting
A congregational meeting will be held after church on December 13 to elect officers for 2016.
Please plan to attend.
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December Food Pantry
Saturday, December 12

2016 Food Pantry Schedule
January 9
February 6
March 5
April 2
May 7
June 4
July 9
August 6
September 10
October 1
November 5
December 3

Christmas Cookie Trays
Orders need to be in Sunday, December 6 and money must be in. There is an order sheet on the table in
the Lobby along with envelopes for the money. Please leave the envelope in the collection basket or on
Amy’s desk.
Orders can be picked up on Friday, December 18 from 3-6 pm, or after church on December 20.
Attention cookie bakers: All cookies must be here at the church by December 13.
Help is needed on MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 at 9 am to frost sugar cookies. On Wednesday,
December 16 at 9 am the trays will be assembled.
Thank you all for making this such a successful fundraiser!

Fairview Community Caroling
Sunday, December 13, 6 pm
Fairview Central Park
Hot chocolate and cookies provided!
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Fairview Community Council
Holiday Food Baskets
Every year The Fairview Community Council makes food baskets for families in need in our
community. Help is needed on December 10 at
6 pm to pack them, and on December 12 at 9 am to deliver them. If anyone can help, please contact
Dr. Katie Katurna at 474-5588.
Donations for these baskets are greatly appreciated! Cash contributions can be brought to
Northwest Savings Bank’s Fairview office.
If you know of anyone in need this year, please call Dr. Katie.

Race to Remember
The Holiday Season is sometimes difficult when a Loved one has passed on. Our Family decided
to start an evening 5k race/walk to gather as a community to celebrate our loved ones that are no
longer with us. The 3rd Annual, Race to Remember will be held Saturday, December 19th at 5:00 in
Girard. There will be a reception to follow at the St. John’s Parish Center. This year’s race will
run in memory of Harlie Bolt, who passed very suddenly with Leukemia this past spring. The
proceeds from the Chinese Auction and 50/50 will be donated to the Leukemia Foundation. If you
would like to join us for the race or just the reception please click here for registration form, or call
Denise Miller at 449-3392.

Christmas Caroling in White Hall
Jeff and Janine Sanner will host a Caroling Night of Illuminaries on Saturday, December 19
starting at 7 pm. Open House will be from 7 – 7:30, then caroling at 7:30 through White Hall. Their
address is 7254 Springside Dr. Any questions, please call them at 474-5786.

Golden Girls
The Golden Girls will meet on Tuesday, December 15 at 5:15 pm at Syds’ Place.
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Twelve Days of Christmas
1. A partridge will sacrifice its life for it chicks.
My “True Love” is Jesus who sacrificed himself
for me.
2. Two Turtle Doves represent the two testaments
of the Bible
3. Three French Hens – Faith, hope, and love.
Three virtues of the Christian life.
4. Four calling birds - the four gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. Calling out the good
news!
5. Five golden rings represented the first five books
of the Bible. The Pentateuch. The books that
begin the story of salvation.
6. Six geese a-laying stood for the six days of
creation. Creating new life.
7. Seven swans a-swimming were the seven gifts
of the Holy Spirit-----Prophesy, Serving,
Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution,
Leadership, and Mercy. Swimming out into the
world to be used of God.
8. Eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.
Teaching of Jesus on which we should all
nourish ourselves.
9. Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the
Holy Spirit - Love, Joy, Peace, Patience
Kindness, Goodness, Gentleness, Faithfulness,
Self-control. The fruit bring joy!
10. Ten lords a-leaping? The Ten Commandments.
11. Eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful
Apostles. (After Judas killed himself) They were
pipers piping to gain followers for Jesus.
12. Twelve drummers drumming symbolized the
twelve points of belief in The Apostles' Creed.
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People to Pray For
Two of Carissa Iszkula's relatives have a rare genetic form of stomach cancer
- prayers for them and their family
Steph Mitchel's aunt, Sandy Hough - heart problems
John & Cary Borland - their baby is due anytime!
Phyllis Whitfield - a friend of Mark & Annette Hutchinson - uterine cancer
has returned
Dolores Buell - Injured her back and is in Heath South for therapy. Prayers
for speedy recovery.
Sue Howland - was diagnosed with stage four cancer, everywhere through
her body. Prayers for her and her family.
Stephanie Borland's Uncle Jack Bell - a spot was discovered on his pancreas possible cancer.
Terry and her son Matthew. Matthew is autistic, and they are both going
through a difficult time right now.
The many who are in financial need.
Mike Mucciarone is recuperating from extensive heart surgery. Barb has a
torn muscle in her leg. Healing for both.
Kelly Hetz's friend, Katie, a mom to a son with very severe special needs,
who is starting her life over.
Lily O'Brien's mom is having heart issues and is depressed.
Joan Fiesler was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease. Her husband Dave is
recuperating from a stroke.
Heather Adams' neighbor Debbie Reddinger was diagnosed with advanced
kidney cancer.
Dan & Theresa Weber - continuing health problems for Dan.
Anna Mae Traut's son-in-law Carl Schnaufer has a malignant brain tumor that
is inoperable. Prayers for peace for him and his family.
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family.
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A Trip to Lancaster, PA
September 21-23, 2016
Penny Qualls is organizing a bus trip to Lancaster, PA in the fall of 2016. It will be a two night, three
day stay of sight-seeing, shopping, Amish food, and a Sight and Sound production of “Sampson.”
Men and women alike will enjoy this trip! Penny hopes to get about 30 people. Based on that number
costs for the bus, tour, theatre, hotel, and food, will be about $500, excluding two lunches, room tips
and souvenirs.
If you are interested there is a sign-up sheet on the information table in the Lobby. Look for the
brochures with more information. In February or March, 2016 Penny will get formal sign-ups and
deposits, with the balance due a month before the trip. If there are any questions, please feel free to
call Penny at 474-2357, or call the church office. Spread the word to your friends and family for a fun
time in Amish Country!

Our annual Cookie Hour will be on Sunday, December
20 immediately following the Children’s Pageant.
Thank you to all the Cookie Tray bakers and the
Milewski/Lipphardt families for supplying the
cookies!

Annual Lipphardt Cookie Hour
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2
7
10
12
13

14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
23
25
30

Alice Pendleton
Eden Irwin
Carol Loll
Sally Kerner
Gail Sanner
Kathy Weidenboerner
Jasmine Lewis
Kayla Annegan
Jessica LaFlamme
Alex LaFlamme
Kathy Mahood
Liliane Tobolewski
Garret Jageman
Rick Bryant
Joyce Getz
Ron Church
Carol Sample
John Paden
Brian Madara Jr.
Carter White
Doug Lee
Randy Traut
Jenna Copeland
Cheri LaFlamme

1
2
4
5
7
8
9
13
14
16
17
19

20
24
25
30

Louise Hutchinson
Mark Hutchinson
Morgan Madara
Laura Milewski
Eli Zeiser
Rowan Scott
Samantha Church
Jill Iszkula
Rachel Hutchinson
Leslie Foland
Don Twining
Nathaniel Adams
Emma Jageman
Adam Wagner
Catherine Arce
Patty Sample
Patrick Copeland
Joan Fiesler
Lyla Kandel
Scott Russin
Jesse Cammarata
Scott Skadhauge
Mitchell Evans
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Editor’s Page
Having just spent Thanksgiving and
being reminded of all the things I’m
grateful for, first on my list was Mike’s
good recovery.
It truly has been
remarkable. Tomorrow will be six weeks
since the surgery, and he’s been told by
his surgeon that he has the okay to drive
after Friday. It’s been really difficult for
him having to depend on someone (i.e.
his 2 daughters) to drive him everywhere
he wants to go. Consequently he stays
home a lot. I wish I could say he spends
that time resting, but the truth is he
spends quite a bit of time working (his
office is in our basement). Some days
Libby and Jenna and I would like to just
sit on him so he rests more! Any of you
who know him know what I’m talking
about! Can you say “stubborn”?!
Pushing hard to be at the top of the list
are the two wonderful young women
Mike and I raised. They really came
through when we needed them. They
have proven themselves more competent
than I ever gave them credit for. I feel
bad that I didn’t notice over years how
very much they’ve grown up. Of course,
Libby lived out of state for 8 years (some
of the time working at a church in
Indianapolis, and then the remaining
years living and going to graduate school
in California), and Jenna lived and
worked

and worked in Boston after college for a
couple of years before moving to Israel to
get her Masters degree. She stayed there
working for 4 years; she’s been back
home since August.).
Quite honestly, Thanksgiving dinner
wouldn’t have happened without them. I
know we don’t have a large family, but
the amount of preparation that goes into
getting dinner ready and preparing for
guests is pretty much the same. There
was no way I could have done the work
needed (actually I spent the majority of
the day lying down and taking pain pills)
so Libby and Jenna just completely took
over. I have to tell you that they did
better than I ever did. They may have
just worked themselves into a regular
job!! In addition to cooking and getting
the house in shape, they did all the cleanup. All I had to do was sit back and eat!!
I’d like to ask you to take another look at
the Angel Tree. When I checked it out
yesterday, there were still 18 angels left.
They’re due back at the church Sunday,
December 13th, so we’re running out of
time. It would really be a burden to me if
I have to shop for 18 children. Help!!
We don’t do a Flyer in December, so I’ll
see you the first of February. Have a
blessed Christmas. Barb Mucciarone
Page 17

