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Annual Lipphardt Cookie Hour
Sunday, December 21 following the Children’s Pageant
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for cookies and fellowship!

Cookie Tray Fundraiser
Help is needed on Wednesday, December 10 at 9 AM to frost cookie cut-outs. Then help is
needed at 9 AM on December 11 to assemble the Trays.
Trays can be picked up on Friday, December 12 from 3-6 PM in the Fellowship Hall, and after
church on December 14.

Christmas Eve
Services
Candlelight Services will
be at 7:00 & 11:00 PM.
The 7:00 service is more
family oriented; the 11:00
is a more quiet meditative
service.
Special Dates

Children’s Christmas Pageant,
Dec. 21
Lipphardt Cookie Hour, Dec. 21
First Day of Winter, Dec. 21
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24
Christmas Day, Dec. 25
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night,
Dec.31
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The Sunday School classes will perform Census Time in Bethlehem on
Sunday, December 21 at the 10:30 church service.
The children have been learning their songs and we have picked parts
for the students to perform. If you know that your child will not be able
to participate in the pageant of attend practice, please let us know as
soon as possible.

The following dates have been scheduled for pageant practice,
so please mark your calendars:
Saturday, Dec. 13
Sunday, Dec. 14
Saturday, Dec. 20
Sunday, Dec. 21

9:00 – 11:00
9:15 – 10:15
9:00 – 11:00
9:00 – 10:15
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It is not simply a birthday celebration for Jesus.
It is not just a time to thank God for coming into our
world and dwelling among us.
It is not a way to escape life for a while, more than a
holy break from the strain of the every day.
It is more. Much more!
In addition to being a celebration, a time of praise, a
Sabbath to renew, Christmas is a reminder, and an
encouragement to live a life that embodies what Jesus
revealed to us.
Francesca Battistelli, a young Christian singer, has
written a song that captures what I think is the heart of
the holiday. The song is entitled “Be Born in Me” and it
is an imagination of what young Mary might have
thought when she was confronted by the angel Gabriel
with the news that she was to give birth to Jesus. Here
are the lyrics:
Everything inside me cries for order
Everything inside me wants to hide
Is this shadow of an angel or a warrior?
If God is pleased with me, why am I so terrified?
Someone tell me I am only dreaming
Somehow help me see with Heaven's eyes
And before my head agrees,
my heart is on its knees
Holy is He; blessed am I.
Be born in me, be born in me
Trembling heart,
somehow I believe that You chose me
I'll hold You in the beginning,
You will hold me in the end
Every moment in the middle,
make my heart Your Bethlehem
Be born in me
All this time we've waited for the promise
All this time You've waited for my arms
Did You wrap yourself inside the unexpected
So we might know that Love would go that far?

I am not brave
I'll never be
The only thing my heart can offer is a vacancy
I'm just a girl
Nothing more
But I am willing, I am Yours
Be born in me, be born in me
Trembling heart,
somehow I believe that You chose me
I'll hold You in the beginning,
You will hold me in the end
Every moment in the middle,
make my heart Your Bethlehem
Be born in me
I like this song because it is a conversation that maybe
we all ought to be having at Christmas time.
In the song Mary is grappling with a love that would
do the totally unexpected in order to be known. It is a
love that would put itself in the place of the one who
is loved. It is a love that would make such an extreme
sacrifice that we cannot begin to comprehend the
immensity of it.
This is the love that is called by the name Emmanuel,
God with us, always, everywhere. And the thing is
that it goes even further than God with us, it goes all
the way to God in us.
Mary was reflecting on having a physical child - the
Christ child grow in her womb. For you and me this
birth in us is more metaphor than physical reality.
For Christ to be born in us, in our hearts, is for us to
commit ourselves to living the way of life that Jesus
revealed in his life. For us it means walking with the
master and becoming like him; it means growing in
patience, expanding our capacity to love, deepening
our sensitivity to the plight of others, strengthening
our ability to forgive.
It is not just the birthday of the King of Kings, it is the
celebration of the new you that can be born if we
allow our hearts to be his Bethlehem.
MERRY CHRISTMAS ALL - PASTOR CHUCK
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Amanda Schleicher's mom, Sue Fuller is having dizzy spells and has passed out. The doctors cannot
figure out what's wrong. She cannot drive.
Guy Buell passed away Monday, November 3.
Gina Matteson, a friend of Jake & Sara Tobolewski, has a brain tumor.
Pat Kloecker, a co-worker of Annette Hutchinson, who is 29, a husband & father of 3, has a brain
tumor. Prayers for him, his family, and his doctors.
Anna Mae Traut's son-in-law Carl Schnaufer has a malignant brain tumor and is undergoing
radiation. The tumor is inoperable.
Debi Smith is fighting cancer of the stomach, lungs, and brain.
Dave Sanner is fighting cancer.
Safety for Jenna Mucciarone, who lives in Tel Aviv Israel.
Bob White was diagnosed with a rare bone marrow disorder. He is working with the Cleveland
Clinic on a treatment plan.
Bill Johnston's niece, Doreen Wishnok was diagnosed with ovarian cancer.
Sara Tobolewski's sister Dawn Ickes is undergoing chemo for her breast cancer.
Sally Palo- many health issues
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family
Lori Straub continues to battle both MS and Sjogren’s disease.
Deb Pifer and Julie Seggi both continue battling MS. Julie has some special needs because she
cannot work and has no means of supporting herself right now.
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s and is at Sarah Reed

Things to Celebrate
Al Copeland is HOME from Afghanistan! He was there a year and a half!!!
Cary Borland's grandma is home and recuperating from her heart surgery!
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Among the major world religions, Islam is the only non-Christian faith that recognizes the person
of Jesus. However, Jesus Christ is the most controversial personality in Islam. In the Qur'an, Jesus
is referred to in over ninety verses in fifteen surahs. Islam corroborates that Jesus was born to a
virgin, was sinless, performed miracles, and was superior to other prophets. Yet, Islam teaches
that Jesus was no more than a prophet. It denies the central message of Christianity by denying
Jesus' divinity.
He [Jesus] said: "I am indeed a servant of Allah: He hath given me revelation and made me a
prophet." Koran 9:30
Hinduism is the world's oldest living organized religion. It is a complex family of sects whose
copious scriptures, written over a period of almost 2,000 years (1500 BC-AD 250), allow a diverse
belief system. Hinduism has no single creed and recognizes no final truth.

A central tenet of rabbinic Judaism is a denial that Jesus is the Messiah, much less, that He is
God. Since the historicity of Jesus is difficult to deny, Judaism has embraced Him only as He
is divested of deity and of His role as Messiah. He was simply a humble Jewish reformer and
teacher.
Buddhism is the belief system of those who follow the Buddha, the
Enlightened One, a title given to its founder. Saving oneself comes by
following a regimen (path or ritual) and by meditation and reciting
mantras. There is no personal relationship with the Buddha or any of the
bodhisattvas (saviors who have foregone nirvana to stay back and help
others to achieve it). Worship is expressed as adoration of the Buddha and
one's ancestors.

Baha’i believers are monotheistic in their belief in one divine supernatural Being who created
all that exists. That Being, whom they call God, exhibits the characteristics of omnipotence,
perfection, and omniscience. Although various religions may seem to pray to or worship
different gods, Baha’is maintain that in essence they all worship the same unique Being using
different names.
Baha’is regard Jesus Christ as a great messenger/prophet or "Manifestation" of God. However,
they do not regard Him as particularly unique. In their view, Jesus Christ was just one of at least
nine such Manifestations, or prophets, who have appeared in various times and places
throughout the world. Each Manifestation contributed new light to the progression of revelation
from God given by each Manifestation to his generation. The nine Manifestations included
Moses, Krishna, Abraham, Zoroaster, Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad, the Báb, and Baha’u’llah. Some
Baha’i sources have also included Confucius, Hud, and Salih. In any case, Baha’u’llah is
considered the primary prophet for the modern era. His teachings are expected to eventually
unify the world's peoples, governments, and religions under God's universal principles of peace
and justice.
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Who's Who in the Bible
by

Jean-Pierre Isbouts
Published in 2013 by National Geographic, this vibrant family reference brings to life the
fascinating characters of the Old and New Testament, from the fall of Adam and Eve to
Judas's betrayal of Jesus. These key events are expressed through the lives of hundreds
of people. Each of the five chapters begins with a comprehensive historical overview that
sets the stage for the events and characters that follow, and details the political and
historical forces at play in the events described. An alphabetical listing of the characters
with brief biographies and English translations of their names’ meanings conclude each
chapter. A continuous time line running on the bottom of each page reveals fascinating
parallel events in other parts of the world.

Color photos of exquisite art and artifacts, informative maps, easily understood text, and
informative family trees tie this illuminating reference volume together.
With over 1,000 entries covering over 2,000 people, Who’s Who in the Bible is authoritative
and engaging and a thoughtful gift this upcoming Christmas for the religion or history buff
on your list.
Jean-Pierre Isbouts, born in Eindhoven, Holland, is a National Geographic
bestselling author, award-winning screenwriter and film director, musicologist,
humanities scholar, and graduate professor in the doctoral programs of Fielding
Graduate University in Santa Barbara, CA.
Other books by Isbouts

Angels in Flanders A riveting World War I novel, inspired by true events, of four
brave young women—British, American and Canadian –who operate an improvised
medical post near the trenches of Flanders. Against impossible odds, these women
save countless soldiers from both sides amidst the violence and mayhem of the
Western Front.

In the Footsteps of Jesus Lavishly illustrated, 368-page National Geographic
bestseller, offers a fresh portrait of the historical Jesus as a grassroots spiritual
reformer, a fully realized human being; a social and spiritual activist whose
message still resonates with the great issues of our day. "

From Moses to Muhammad…The Shared Origins of Judaism, Christianity
and Islam Explores the shared origins of Judaism, Christianity and Islam through
the unique prism of both the Bible and the Koran (or Qur'an), identifying striking
parallels.
Judith Johnston
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Hanging of the Greens
“A BIG THANK YOU!” to Heather Nichols and Betsy Mitcho for their help in cleaning the
Church last Friday in preparation for the Christmas decorating.
Also, thank you to the many people who helped bring the Christmas decorations down from the
various storage areas on Sunday. A special thank you to the Manchesters and Sanners who put
the Sanctuary tree together for us!
Also, we would like to thank Sue and Paul Johnson, Peggy Mimm, Gail Sanner, Louise
Hutchinson and Joyce Getz for “showing up” on Monday to help us pull everything together to
make our church a beautiful place to worship during the holidays.
A special thanks to Amy Tessier for her help and input!
We are a Church filled with people who are willing to share their time and talents!
Thank you again!
Ann and Sam Lewis

Christmas Angels Are Here!
The Angel Tree is now up in the Lobby. For those who aren’t
familiar with our Angel Tree, this is a ministry helping needy
families with Christmas. There are numbers on the angels. We ask
members of our congregation to select an angel (or two), write
down your name next to the matching number on the sheet next to
the tree, and buy a gift for that person. You can spend whatever
you are comfortable with. If you would like to participate but don’t
want to shop, give your money to Barb Mucciarone or Amy and
Barb will shop for you!
Please have wrapped gifts returned to the church no later than
Sunday, December 14. This will give us time to sort and deliver
the gifts. If you would like to help with this, we will be sorting the
gifts on Tuesday December 16 at 10:00 am for about 1 hour. We
also are looking for drivers to help deliver the gifts on Friday,
December 19 at 10:00 am (about ½ hour.)
Thank you for your help!
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Cookies Needed!
The Deacons put together boxes of cookies & fruit for our shut-ins
every Christmas. They would like help with the baking of the cookies.
If anyone can help, please call Joyce Getz at 474-5914.
Our annual Lipphardt Cookie Hour will follow the Children’s Pageant
on December 21. If anyone can help with providing cookies, please
sign up on the table in the Lobby!

Christmas Jars
Believe it or not it is almost time to donate your Christmas Jars
again this year. There will be a special box in church starting on
December 7th to put your jars in, if you would like Pastor Chuck to
give it to a special family. If you would like to pass your jar along,
you may also do so yourself. We deliver ours early enough to help
take the stress of the holidays off of the family, so we try to deliver
them at the beginning of December. Thanks again for your
thoughtfulness and donations.

Café del Soul
Mark your calendars!
Bus 17 will be here to perform on Friday, January 16 from 7-9 PM.
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Dan Paden (on left) has been selected to be the Sports
Representative for Fairview High School as it
receives a National Blue Ribbon Award.
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12
13

14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
23
25
30

Alice Pendleton
Eden Irwin
Carol Loll
Sally Kerner
Gail Sanner
Megan Warley
Kathy Weidenboerner
Jasmine Lewis
Kayla Annegan
Jessica LaFlamme
Alex LaFlamme
Kathy Mahood
Liliane Tobolewski
Garret Jageman
Rick Bryant
Joyce Getz
Ron Church
Carol Sample
John Paden
Brian Madara Jr.
Carter White
Doug Lee
Randy Traut
Cheri LaFlamme

1
2
4
5
7
8
9
13
14
16
17
19
20
24
25
30

Louise Hutchinson
Mark Hutchinson
Morgan Madara
Laura Milewski
Eli Zeiser
Rowan Scott
Samantha Church
Jill Iszkula
Rachel Hutchinson
Leslie Foland
Don Twining
Nathaniel Adams
Emma Jageman
Adam Wagner
Catherine Arce
Patty Sample
Joan Fiesler
Lyla Kandel
Scott Russin
Jesse Cammarata
Scott Skadhauge
Mitchell Evans
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Editor’s Page
I think I’ve mentioned before that
I love catalogs. I love getting
them in the mail and I love
looking through them.
Going
through catalogs near Christmas is
especially fun, since there is such
a volume of them.
I recently got a catalog from a
company
called
Hammacher
Schlemmer. Some really bizarre
items in this one! Apparently
robots are a big thing this year.
Lots of catalogs have them, if
you’re willing to pay the
sometimes high prices. But one in
the
Hammacher
Schlemmer
catalog beats them all: it’s the size
of an adult person and sells for the
outrageously high price of
$345,000.00 !! (It’s called The
Celebrity Robotic Avatar in case
you feel the need to buy one!)
In the same catalog is a remote
controlled Tarantula. Yep, a great
big spider that barely fits into an
adult’s hand.
Want to scare
someone silly? This is the thing
that will do it! I can’t even
imagine what Mike would do if he

saw this! His fear of spiders is
unparalled. This remote controlled
spider even spins 360 degrees. The
eight legs move independently and
the eyes light up! (Really???)
Got an extra $400.00 lying around?
How ‘bout a washable cashmere
robe? Somehow I can’t see myself
tossing a $400.00 robe into a
washer with my dirty socks and
towels. But I’ll bet there are people
out there who think this is a real
bargain.
Or, who could live without an
$80.00 hairbrush? This one comes
with a brush cleaner, so I guess that
makes it worth it (????).
Christmas is fast approaching. We
put up the Angel Tree in the church
lobby last week and when I went
into the church today (Dec. 2nd) all
the angels were gone! Thanks so
much for your quick response. In
two weeks we’ll sort and deliver
them to Tandem Townhouse and
Fairview Elementary School. I
hope you have a blessed Christmas!
Barb Mucciarone

Page 13

