2012

P.O. Box 340 Fairview, Pennsylvania 16415-0340
814-474-3914
fairpresby@verizon.net
www.fairviewpresbyterianchurch.com
Pastor Chuck Cammarata 881-1905

2013

To submit articles, e-mail a word document to barb@intracsystems.com

Children’s Christmas Pageant
“A Song of Joy”
The Children’s Christmas Pageant will be on Sunday, December 23 during the 10:30 am
service. Practice will be on Saturday, December 15 & 22 from 9 until 11:30 am in the
Sanctuary.

Lipphardt Cookie Hour
We will be having our Annual Lipphardt Cookie Hour following the Children’s
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 23. For many years the Lipphardt family has
provided homemade cookies for this event. The last few years, however, they’ve needed
help. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the Lobby. Cookies are to be brought in
between 10:30 am & 4:30 pm on Friday, December 21. Thank you for your help in
keeping this a lasting tradition!

Special Dates
First Sunday in Advent ~ Dec. 2
First Day of Winter ~ Dec. 21
Children’s Pageant and Lipphardt
Cookie Hour ~ Dec. 23
Christmas Day ~Dec. 25
New Year’s Day ~Jan. 1, 2013
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Frank Schaeffer, in his book Crazy for God, writes:
(For so many people) once they buy the evangelical born-again “Jesus saves” mantra, the idea that salvation is a journey goes out the
window. They’re living in the realm of a magical formula. It seems to be though that the Orthodox idea of a slow journey to God,
wherein no one is altogether instantly “saved” or “lost” and nothing is completely resolved in this life, mirrors the reality of how life
works, as least as I have experienced it.
Now there may be some parts of that quote that rub us the wrong way, but the central idea that too many of us believe that Jesus has “saved”
us but don’t give much thought, or put much effort into living into that salvation.
In other words, the idea of faith as a journey towards becoming our truest and most beautiful self has been replaced with the notion that
believing in Jesus as my savior gets me into heaven when I die so why bother with actually living as God intends me to live and as Jesus
calls me to live.
This is a perversion of the gospel and it does not serve us well. In fact it is a destructive misconception that we easily accept because it is
easier than actually following Jesus. Jesus did not say, “Come, believe in me.” He said, “Come, follow me.”
He talked about a life of faith as a journey, a path, a way, a process. He said, “The gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to
destruction, but the gate is narrow and the way hard that leads to life.” A path.
He said, “Everyone who would come after me (follow) must take up his cross and die to the self.” A process.
He calls himself, “The way, and the truth, and the life.” A way.
His final words to his disciples in the book of Matthew are, “Go make disciples of all the nations…” The word disciples means followers,
learners. A journey.
He uses metaphors of trees and plants when talking about a life of faith. Trees and plants need to be tended to and nurtured, and they grow
slowly. Think of the parable of the sower.
He says, “Not all who say to me Lord, Lord, shall experience the kingdom of heaven, but those who hear my words and follow them…:
Life in Christ is clearly more than believing in Jesus. It is, as Eugene Petersen wrote 20 years ago, “A Long Obedience in the Same
Direction”. It is a long journey out of the darkness and into the light. Out of a life dominated by selfish ego and into a life increasingly
controlled by the true self, the one made in the image of a beautiful and loving God.
Christmas, which we love, is often a huge disappointment to us because it comes and goes so quickly and nothing seems changed by it. I
think that is because we look at it, deep down inside, all wrong. We think of it as a magical fix for everything wrong in ourselves and in the
world. We say, “O, if it could only be Christmas all year!”
But Christmas is not magic. It is simply the lighting of a candle against the darkness. It is beginning. The star of a movement. The
introduction to the story of us becoming the people of God who will be the light.
In my favorite story, The Lord of the Rings (at least it is my favorite story today) little Frodo, the hobbit, is given the task of returning the
ring of power to the place where it was created and throwing it in the river of fire to be destroyed. When the story begins, it doesn’t seem
like that big a task. Just go over there to the land of Mordor (a menacing name) and drop the ring in. But along the way Frodo discovers that
there are all kinds of obstacles to getting this thing done. There are enemies to be confronted, circumstances to be overcome, and inner
struggles to be settled before the deed can be done and Frodo can be freed of selfishness and the light can shine brightly in and through him.
It is the same for us. Faith is a long and difficult journey. The message of Christmas is not that we should celebrate the birth of the savior
and then go merrily on our way completely unchanged. The message is, “Emmanuel, I have come and I am with you. Now let us get going.
Let us become light filled members of the Kingdom of God and then let’s help the world become the Realm of God.”
Christmas day is the celebration of the beginning of a great adventure, the journey to the truth, the life, the joy that was always intended for
us.
Merry Christmas and may your journey in the new year be a beautiful one.
Pastor Chuck
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December 2012
People We Lost Recently
Birdie Hulley lost her mom in November
David Burton on November 30
Norm Veith on December 1

People Dealing with Cancer
Jennifer Hamilton has been scanned and pronounced clean of cancer!! Jen is the
daughter of Anne Lewis and step-daughter of Sam Lewis
Howie Kerner had his surgery for colon cancer. It was so successful that they are
not doing any follow up treatment.

Other Concerns
Jordyn Sanner had surgery on her torn ACL. All went well. Pray for quick recovery
through physical therapy.
Arlene Miller is recovering from knee surgery.
Lauren Scharf – general health concerns
Lori Straub who had successful surgery for a polyp and reflux problems. They are
now trying to diagnose some type of immune disease. Pray for discernment for
the doctors.
Deb Pifer continues her long battle with MS
Joe Sample and Jon Papson both dealing with intestinal diseases.
Jackie Ostergaard has Alzheimer’s
A number of people are looking for work.
Little Luke Tobolewski is doing well, but he will need heart surgery sometime in
the new year.

In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

I have told you that prayer is a virtuous act. However, the soul and spirit of prayer
are
more virtuous than the form. Through them we arrive at Union with God, in a way
that
only God knows.
th

From Letters by Rumi, 13 Century Islam Mystic.

Religion shown in act of proud display
To win good entertainment, worship, fame,
Such—say I—is of Rajas,* rash and vain.
Religion followed by a witless will
To torture self, or come at power to hurt
Another—‘tis of Tamas,* dark and ill.
Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 17 (Sacred Hindu Testament)

Do you see the one who repudiates religion?
He is the one who rebuffs the orphan and does not encourage the feeding of the poor.
So woe to those who pray without paying attention to their prayers;
those who appear to pray but are depriving the needy.
Koran (from Selected Readings for the non-Muslim)

But the Lord said to Samuel,...”God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the
outward
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7
This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans
and widows in their
distress, and to keep oneself unstrained by the world. James 1:27
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Christianity After Religion
The End of Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening
by Diana Butler Bass, Ph.D.

What? Isn’t Christianity a religion? Well, no, not in the beginning. Then, yes, it was for a long while. And
now....
Bass, in an easy-to-read style, looking back over several thousand years, reminds the reader that every 500
years or so there have been global changes—in religious, political, intellectual, and social practices.
The arrival of Jesus began one of these changes. But in the beginning, Christianity was not a religion, the
definition being a codified, structured institution with creeds and specific dogmas that provide the believer
with the assurance of Heaven and the non-believer with the threat of ever-lasting Hell.
The early Christians followed The Way, the simple teachings of Jesus that told of care for the disadvantaged
and the hope of the resurrection. Believers were free to develop their own spirituality in community with
others as they shared the Word.. As Christianity evolved into a formalized religion, codes and creeds provided
a unification of thought and behavior. Then came the Reformation. While fragmenting on many levels, the
core beliefs of Jesus as Lord and Savior and the concept of eternal reward or punishment maintained.
Then came the four “Awakenings” in America, beginning in 1730, that changed the face of worship, not just
for Christians, but currently for our Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters as well. The church is moving
from belief-centered religion to experiential faith. Almost 50% of Americans say they are now spiritual AND
religious, while less than 10% say they are only religious. This movement toward individual spiritual growth
has been named the Emergence, a faith path that is appealing to the young who are leaving the “religious”
church and returning to the simple Way of the early Christians who did good to others and lived the faith, not
just taught it. Church attendance is not a requirement.
“WHAT do you believe?” is answered by written creeds..”I believe in the Father,...” “For God so loved the
world,”.....answers that can come from one’s reading. Bass states that the emerging church is asking HOW do
you believe? This answer comes from the actions one takes reaching out to the community, as an individual or
through one’s church or some organizational affiliation like Habitat for Humanity.
This emergence is pulsing through America. Some have missed it—the Republican party admitted to this in
the recent election. Pope Benedict XVI is catching on as he now approves of Twitter. Bob Dylan’s 1964
album, “The Times They are a-Changin’ ” was right on.

Our Fairview Presbyterian Church recently received a community award for its outreach programs—
Food Pantry, Clothes Closet, Car Clinic, etc. We are emerging from a structured religion that many
now find constricting. The new emphasis on a vital personal spiritual path is challenging and
perhaps a bit frightening.

HOW do you believe?

Judith Johnston
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Angel Tree
Thank you to all who selected an
Angel! Gifts must be in by
December 16.

College Students &
Servicemen

Help is needed with sorting the gifts
on Monday, December 17, at 10 am,
and delivering them on Thursday,
December 20th at 10 am. Please
come to the church if you can help.
Thank you for participating in this
ministry!

Linda Tobolewski and the Sunday
School kids are putting together care
packages for the holidays. If anyone
has a college student or someone in the
service, please call Amy at the church
office with the name and address
ASAP.

Food Pantry
Saturday, December 1 & Saturday, January 5
10 am – Noon

Community
Christmas
Caroling
We will be having our
Annual Community
Christmas Caroling on
Sunday, December 9 at
6:30 pm at Fairview
Park. (corner of Rt. 98
and Rt. 20) Come out
for fun, refreshments,
and help spread
Christmas cheer!
Cookies are needed!
There is a sign-up sheet
on the table in the
Lobby. Thank you for
your help!

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services

HELP IS NEEDED!

Youth Group

On Saturday, November 17th, eight members of the
youth group went to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on
West 17th Street to help with their soup kitchen and
clothes closet! Three of us helped to prepare the meal,
set up the tables, and serve the food. The other five of
us assisted in the clothes closet. We unpacked, sorted,
labeled, and folded several boxes of clothing. In fact,
we were able to sort through almost every box they had
because there were so many of us! The members of
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church were extremely
appreciative and invited us back to help them at any
point! I am very proud of all of those who served!
They did an amazing job!
-Alysabeth Mahood

Monday, December 24
7:00 & 11:00 PM

A Missed Birthday
A belated Happy Birthday to Marjorie Corbett. We are so sorry we did not have you on
our birthday list for November! We hope you had a wonderful day!
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Memorial Garden
Despite the hot, dry summer and the late planting due to those inevitable scheduling glitches,
the Memorial Garden entry way is providing a welcoming path to the church. It is now time
to address the "memorial" part. Geiger Memorials will install a 4 ft. x 6 ft. sheet of limestone
over the bench. Prior to installation, spaces with a loved one’s name may be purchased for
$50 through Judith Johnston, and the engraving will be done in Geiger's shop. Your loved
one does NOT have to be a member of this church. Additional spaces may be purchased in
the future but will cost more. The space chart and complete information for selecting and
purchasing a memorial space is on the table in the lobby for the next several weeks.
Meanwhile, feel free to call Judith (474-5779) with any questions you may have now, or to
make an early selection. Several spaces have already been sold.

Fairview Community Holiday Baskets
If you are a resident of Fairview and are in need of help this Christmas, or know of
someone in Fairview in need, please call Northwest Savings Bank at 474-4853 or
PNC Bank at 474-2645.
The Fairview Community Council will be packing the baskets on Thursday, December
13 at 6 pm at the Township Building. (7471 McCray Road) Help is needed! They will
be delivered on Saturday, December 15 starting at 9 am. Drivers are in great need! If
anyone can help, please call Dr. Katie Kutterna at 474-5588.

Church Volunteers
Our church has been blessed with many wonderful volunteers who greet us with a
smile each Sunday, provide us with coffee and treats, run the sound system during the
service, watch our little ones in the Nursery, work at our Food Pantry & Clothes Closet
the first Saturday of each month, and repair cars for those in need of help. Thank you
to all these people! If anyone would like to get more involved with the church, we
have many opportunities for you.
If any of the following interest you, please contact Amy at the office.
Greeters
Coffee Cart
Sound System
Nursery
Food Pantry/Clothes Closet
Car Clinic

Adult Wednesday & Sunday School Classes
There will be new Adult Classes offered starting the week of
January 6th.
Watch the bulletin for more information.
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Seeking Shelter

Hopes and Fears

Our church council had debated long and hard
about whether to leave the building unlocked.
People in our tiny town were used to such
practices, yet we were near a highway, and
who knew who might pass through?

Sacred Christmas Carols are a cherished
tradition. But during sorrow and struggle,
some lyrics may seem hard to swallow.
“O come, all ye faithful, joyful and
triumphant”? Where is the joy when my
loved one has just died? Where is the
triumph if I’ve lost my job? “Silent night,
holy night, all is calm . . . “? Not in my
house; I’m exhausted from the fighting.

One snowy morning after Christmas, I found a
note pushed under the office door: “Thank
you so much for the shelter of your church late
Christmas Day. My husband, baby and I were
traveling through when our car ran low on gas.
Nothing was open except your church. We
were able to stay warm until the gas station
opened again in the morning. We were so
grateful.” There was no signature.
The words gave me goose bumps.
Intentionally or not, for that night at least, the
unlokled doors were a blessing.
Heidi Mann

Yet, listen:
And you beneath life’s crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low . . .
Oh, rest beside the weary road
And hear the angels sing.
- “It Came Upon a Midnight
Clear”
Truly, God reaches out to the happy and
hurting alike. “The hopes and fears of all
the years are met” -- and gathered up – in
the Babe of Bethlehem, who shares our
joys and troubles. There are Christmas
carols for us all.

Bible Quiz

When Jesus was 12, he worried his parents by
staying behind at the temple as their travel
group departed Jerusalem. What Jewish
festival had they celebrated in the city?
A. Hanukkah
B. Purim
C. Passover
D. The Feast of Tabernacles

Answer to Bible Quiz: C
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Birthdays

2
Alice Pendleton
3
Jane MacEwen
12 Sally Kerner
13 Gail Sanner
Megan Warley
Kathy Weidenboerner
Jasmine Lewis
14 Jessica LaFlamme
Julie McAninch
15 Alex LaFlamme
16 Kathy Mahood
17 Carole Lynn Kossbiel
18 Joyce Getz
Ron Church
19 Carol Sample
20 John Paden
Brian Madara Jr.
22 Emilie Kasper
23 Doug Lee
24 Gayle Pratt
25
Randy Traut
27 Jeremy Kossbiel
30
Cheri LaFlamme

1 Louise Hutchinson
2 Mark Hutchinson
Dan Walker
4 Janet Kuhns
Morgan Madera
5 Laura Milewski
7 Rowan Scott
8 Samantha Church
9 Rachel Hutchinson
10 Areze Hartson
13
Don Twining
17
Adam Wagner
19 Cathy Arce
Mildred Dougan
Patty Sample
20 Joan Fiesler
21 Bob Newton
25 Jesse Cammarata
Scott Skadhauge
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Editor’s Page
Something I read recently made me start
thinking about Heaven. Wouldn’t it be
nice to really know what Heaven is like?
There’s a television show called “I
Survived – Beyond and Back” which is
first person accounts of people who have
technically died, gone to Heaven (or in
one case, Hell), and were revived and
brought back to life. Some of these
accounts are really riveting! Most tell of
seeing family members who, frequently,
tell them it’s not their time. Well, I guess
not, since they’re back and on TV.
Anyway, Mike and I love to watch this
show, but I have to say it’s not provable
that these are true. Except that these
people are very convincing.
I know one thing for sure, though. I
know Kyle will be waiting for me. I’m
as sure of that as I am about anything.
Some days it’s what keeps me going,
knowing I’ll be with him again. I wonder
what he thinks of his grandfather (my
dad) as he never met him. My dad died
when I was in high school so Mike never
met him either.
Kyle physically
reminded me of Daddy some: he had
blond hair, blue eyes, broad shoulders,
great posture, and a sensitive nature. As
Kyle got older I saw more and more of
my dad in him. I bet they’re great
buddies. My dad was a great fisherman
and this was something Kyle loved, too.

So, what do I think about fluffy clouds
and angels with harps? Angels with
harps I’ll buy, but more than that I think
of angels singing and praising God. I
have to admit that growing up I thought
of Heaven as being calm and quiet,
something I have since changed my mind
about. Something Donna said to me
stuck with me. She said that as beautiful
as life on earth can be, Heaven must be
more beautiful and exciting. It only
makes sense, doesn’t it?
Not only are we then living in the
presence of God and with our loved ones
who have gone before us, we are living in
perfection. The flowers must be bigger
and more colorful, probably with colors
we’ve never seen before. Streets of gold?
Why not!
While writing this I referred to 1
Corinthians 2:9 and read: “… it is
written: ‘No eye had seen, no ear has
heard, no mind has conceived what God
has prepared for those who love him . .
.’” Try as we might, we’ll never really
know and can’t imagine how incredible
Heaven is until we get there. It’s fun to
think about, though! I doubt that it’s
scriptural, but I hope my dog, Andy, is
there!
Okay, enough silliness. My most longedfor hope is to be able to spend time with
Jesus. That’s better than anything else.
Barb Mucciarone
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