Thank you to Jennifer Lewis for
running the Easter Egg Hunt again
this year, and to Mark & Annette
Hutchinson for taking care of the
Easter Breakfast! You are very much
appreciated!!!

Spaghetti Lunch
Thank you to the Youth Group and
Linda Tobolewski for a wonderful
spaghetti lunch on March 20! Thanks to
everyone who came and enjoyed! Your
support brought in $467 towards the
Youth Group’s missions!

Welcome New Members
Welcome Wendy Hanas & Janet
English, who joined our church on
March 13, 2016.

Graduates
We will be honoring our 2016 graduates on Sunday, June 12. If anyone has a family
member who is graduating from high school or college, please let Amy know.

Tea in Tuscany
Saturday, April 30, 2016
Noon to 3 PM in the Fellowship
Hall
Chinese auction, sandwiches and sweets,
coffee, and a variety of teas
Storyteller & Painter Gary Foster
Ticket Price $20
For reservations, please call the church office
at 814-474-3914

Fairview Presbyterian
Church
4264 Avonia Road,
Fairview PA 16145

Page 2

I’m usurping Chuck’s page today.
He’s been really busy lately, and I
have nothing but time!
I’ll just take a minute to thank some
of the people who were
indispensible to me in putting the
Flyer together month after month.
First on my list is Amy. On top of
her regular workload, she somehow
found time to gather information for
me every month. I literally couldn’t
have done this without her.
Judith Johnston is next on my list.
Several years ago she volunteered
to do a Book Review and a page
where she researched comparative
religions and compared and
contrasted them on various topics.
She never once missed a deadline.
What a pleasure it was to work with
her!
And then there’s Chuck. Even with
his hectic schedule he managed to
write insightful and timely articles.
I can’t say he never missed a
deadline; let’s say he tried hard
(with some prodding!) to get an
article to me every month. There
were times when he was just
swamped with church work and
“people work” and couldn’t
possibly find time to do a page. So,
I just filled his page with

something or other. Today is a case
in point! Take some time to rest,
Chuck!! We don’t need a burned out
pastor!!
I don’t remember exactly when I
started working on the Flyer but it
was at least 20 years ago. It was
literally “cut and paste” then.
Articles were taped to a master sheet
(sometimes there were 4 or 5 pages)
and then the church secretary ran
then off on a copy machine. There
was a group of dedicated ladies (and
sometimes Guy Buell who
entertained us but didn’t do a whole
lot of work!) who collated the pages,
stapled them together, folded them,
and affixed labels. Then they had to
be sorted again and taken to the Post
Office. Boy, were those boxes
heavy!
How it’s all changed! Color was
introduced not too long ago, and
electronic mailing cut my workload
tremendously. But I do miss those
ladies! Janet Harvey, Ruth Crist,
Jane MacEwen, Sally Junker and I
were the core group, with others
helping when they could. (Please
excuse me if I forgot someone; it’s
hard to remember something from
20 years ago!)
A big Thank You to all of you. I’ll
miss you. A lot.
Barb
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People to Pray for
Julie Jarvi, Dolores Buell's daughter, will be having hip surgery on April
11th.
Teddy Schwab, a nine year old boy, was in a very bad car accident with
serious injuries and is in an induced coma.
Joy Stadler was diagnosed with breast cancer. She will be having a
lumpectomy and going through chemo and radiation.
Mike Mucciarone had back surgery on March 24.
Isaiah Allegretto, 10 months old, died on March 11. Prayers for the
family.
Guy O'Brien had his prostate removed because of cancer, and is fighting a
bad infection from the surgery.
Terry Limburg passed away March 4, prayers for Richard and their
family.
Matt Hess, a young man, died in a car accident. Prayers for his family.
Danielle Nies' mom Sharon had brain surgery, has grade 4 glioblastoma
Fred Ralph broke his big toe, and has to wear a boot 4-5 weeks. Prayers
for healing, and patience!
Edie Leuschen - health issues
Marilyn Ferringer's mom, Sue Mohr, fell and has slight brain injury. She
is very weak.
Nancy Pickens - health issues
Two of Carissa Iszkula's relatives have a rare genetic form of stomach
cancer - prayers for them and their family
Stephanie Borland's Uncle Jack Bell - a spot was discovered on his
pancreas - possible cancer.
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family

Joys
Sam & Ann Lewis are proud grandparents of 2 new baby boys! Matthew
Samuel Kandel was born on February 27 and Bennett Samuel Richardson
was born on March 28!
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In a Different Voice
(a monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary — as America becomes increasingly diverse, we
are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to
have spoken to his children in many different places at very different times. Some of these
diverse views will be featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other
spiritual writings and to open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

A bone to the dog is not charity. Charity is the bone shared with the dog, when you are just as
hungry as the dog. Jack London
The Qur’an strongly enjoins Muslims to treat animals with compassion and not to abuse them.
The animals, together with all creatures, are believed to praise God, even if this praise is not
expressed in human language.
It is a violation of Jewish law to neuter a pet. Hunting is prohibited. Declawing cats and
docking the ears or tails of dogs are forbidden.
There is in Buddhism more sense of kinship with the animal world, a more intimate feeling
of community with all that lives, than is found in Western religious thought
'The boy and the angel left the house together, and the dog came out with him and
accompanied them. Tobit 6:1
Dogs were frequently mentioned in the Bible. They acted as guard dogs watching houses, and
protected and controlled flocks of goats and sheep. Specially bred dogs were used for
hunting. Numerous troops of wild dogs living off the city rubbish dumps became so fierce
and disliked, this led to the calling of cruel enemies, “dogs.”
Dogs had a major religious and symbolic significance to the Aztec peoples of central Mexico.
Several ancient burial sites for dogs have been discovered in Mexico.
The Catholic Church recognizes St. Roch (also called St. Rocco), who lived in the early 14th
century in France, as the patron saint of dogs. It is said that he caught the plague while doing
charitable work and went into the forest, expecting to die. There he was befriended by a dog
which licked his sores and brought him food, and he was able to recover. The feast day of St.
Roch is August 16, and is celebrated in Bolivia as the birthday of all dogs.
In Hinduism it is believed that dogs guard the doors of Heaven and Hell.
But the Canaanite woman came and knelt before Jesus, saying, “Lord help me.” He answered,
“It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” Matthew 15:25-27
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Puc, Gray Dog of Norway
by
Nina P. Ross
Illustrated by Jean Holmgren
Summer reading can include reading out loud with a young reader -- a child, or perhaps a grandchild,
while remembering one’s own books that took one on adventures never to be experienced in one’s
back yard, meeting people with strange customs and foreign languages, and coming away from each
story with a wider view of the world.
This writer’s early reading experience of Jack London ‘s Call of the Wild was pleasurably relived as
the story of Puc unraveled. Buck (London’s canine character) and Puc both begin life in a protected
and nurturing environment. Both dogs are thrust into new places that tax and challenge their abilities
to survive. And both dogs end up…well, Dear Reader, that’s for you to find out.
The author‘s style is clear and simple; the plot is more complicated. The lives of both people and
dogs intertwine, the events colored by anxiety, worry, surprise, relief, pain, tragedy, joy. The
conversations are punctuated with Sami words and phrases. ** Puc’s life revolves around family life,
moose hunting, reindeer herding, and the languages and customs of the Sami people, a semi-nomadic
ethnic group, living above the Arctic Circle in Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Russia.
Herding reindeer is the family’s primary livelihood. The young boy, Petter, and his father hunt
moose, fend off a wolf pack, endure savage snow and cold, and together with mom and little sister
live a life of hardships in a village isolated from the outside world and its amenities (electricity,
indoor plumbing, newspapers). Before the children walk to school, the family breakfast always
consists of warm mush, smoked meat and reindeer milk. Reading is the primary activity during the
dark winter nights after assigned chores are completed.
Puc’s entry into this sturdy, loving family brings both pleasure and pain as their lifestyle, repeated by
generations before them, is exposed to new methods, new ideas, new possibilities.
Puc, a Norwegian Elkhound with outstanding conformation and intelligence, achieves hero status
when he encounters and triumphs over life-threatening situations, both for him and the Sami family
who loves and cares for him.
What a wonderful adventure about growing up for a young reader.
**An Appendix and Glossary provide the reader with Sami and Norwegian definitions and
explanations, encouraging out-loud reading together. Examples: Kraevies Bienje – Found: Gray Dog;
Nei, Pappa! Det er ikke en ulv! No, Pappa. It’s not a wolf.
Google Sami People on YouTube for Sami music, clothing, housing.
Judith Johnston
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April 2016

Church Work Day – Saturday, April 16 8 am - Noon
Help is needed with various outside jobs. Please come if you can
during these hours, and lend a helping hand!

2
5
6
7

Julia Ward
Adelyn McAleer
Josh Nies
Sara Tobolewski
Griffin Annegan
8 Ian Miller
9 Jonathan Papson
13 Edie Leuschen
16 Doris Brozell
Monte Annegan
Rick Eberlin
17 Pat Annegan
Carl Fonticella
18 Gail Comstock
19 Marty Manchester
Estella-Kay
Hughes
20 Ben Lee
22 Sid Manchester
23 Donna
Cammarata
24 Brody Brosig
25 Daniel Paden
Joy Stadler
June Welton

26
27
28
30

Eric Zeiser
Melodee Preston
Ann Lewis
Dennis Vogan
Charlotte Iszkula
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Editor’s Page
Since this is my final Editor’s Page, I
thought I’d leave you with a feel-good
(and totally true) story.
A friend of ours and his wife were
driving home to Erie from New York
City when Mike (our friend) noticed an
Amber Alert had been issued. He noted
the information about the car; he says
he’s always had a habit of looking at the
license plate on every car he encounters.
And all of a sudden the car the police
were looking for with the abducted child
drove right by him.
Using his Verizon cell phone, he notified
the authorities and things really started
happening. He was asked to keep the car
in sight even if it meant he had to exceed
the speed limit. They asked him to stay
on the phone until police could locate
him and then they would capture the man
who was fleeing from them. First one
police car drove up behind Mike and
verified that he was the man on the phone
who had notified police that he had the
car in question in sight.
Then there was a swarm of police who
stopped the fugitive and took him into
custody. Mike finally got the full story
and it turned out that the man had just
killed his wife (probably over custody of
their 4-year-old daughter). He then stole
her car and grabbed their daughter.
The little girl was unharmed physically,
but we can only imagine the

psychological pain with which she has
had to deal.
There was a trial (at which Mike had to
testify) and the man was found guilty of
murder, abduction of a child, unlawful
restraint, and various other charges
involving a stolen car. He’s still in
prison. Mike told us that the little girl
(who is now a young woman) contacted
him (something which he never expected)
but was delighted to hear from her.
Mike’s daughter read about a contest of
sorts sponsored by Verizon. People were
encouraged to submit a true story about a
person who had helped the community at
large by using their Verizon phone. Mike
said he didn’t want his daughter to enter
his story, but she did it anyway!
And he won! He and his wife were given
an all expense paid trip to Italy. The
Olympics were being held at that time
and the torch was coming right through
the town where Mike and his wife were
staying. As an added treat, Verizon
worked with the Olympic committee and
arranged for Mike to carry the Olympic
torch through the town! He always says
he feels that God had his hand in this
whole event. Who could disagree?
I pray that God will continue to work
through you, and that He will bless you
unceasingly. Give someone a hug. . . . .
Barb Mucciarone
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