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Welcome Pastor Lee!
Pastor Lee began his position here on Monday, March 20. He will have hours in the office as well as
meet with Committees, visit people in the hospital, be present Sundays, and preach. If anyone is in
the hospital, or there is a death, or any concerns, please call the church office and Pastor Lee will
get back to you as soon as possible.
We will have a welcome luncheon for him, and our new organist
Joan Miller, Sunday April 2 following worship. Please bring a dish to share.

Welcome Joan Miller!
Our new organist, Joan Miller, began playing here on February 19. She has been playing the organ
since she was 16 years old! Joan has played and directed choirs at 9 churches, Methodist &
Presbyterian. She has also taught piano at the Sullivan Conservatory at Mercyhurst since 1987. She
currently directs and accompanies the Siebenberger Singers.
We are very blessed to have her here! Welcome Joan!

Maundy Thursday Service
Join us on this special night as we remember what took place nearly
2000 years ago. We invite you to join us at 6:00 p.m. for a light supper
of soup and bread. We will fellowship around tables in the fellowship
hall.
Following the meal, while still seated around the tables, we will pause to
remember, through Scripture and song, the events that took place on
this night, and then will partake of the elements of bread and cup.
This is a significant night in the Christian year, and we invite you to join
us as we remember.
(Note: If you are planning to attend, please call the church office or sign
the sheet in the Lobby so we know how many to prepare for.)

(My new task master Amy has asked me to
write an article introducing myself to the
congregation, thus the following article)
How does one introduce themselves to
others? Have you ever thought about that? I
mean there are several ways in which an
introduction can be made. For instance:
There is historical, genealogical
approach. An introduction, using this
approach, might look something like this: “I
was born in Erie, and raised on a farm on
Sterrettania Road in Millcreek Township. My
parents (Esther and Ainsil) were both raised in
that immediate area of Millcreek, and had two
sons, Edward, who was killed in an auto
accident in 1968, and myself.”
This approach gives a little bit of
information of my family, but it’s all fact without
much elaboration. The next approach might
be an educational approach that lists all of the
schools and education I received. It would
look something like this: “I attended McDowell
High School, graduating in 1967, and then
went to Houghton College, and then Asbury
Theological Seminary.”
Academics can be quite boring, and
this approach lists academic progress but
reveals nothing of who I am. The next
approach would be the “Resume” approach,
which could list what I have done through the
years of my career. It might read something
like: “Pastor Lee, after graduating from
Seminary, served as an Associate Pastor in
Bethel Park where his primary duties was
coordinating a growing Youth Group. After 2½
years, he was appointed to the DuBois: Mt.
Zion church where he served for 8½ years. In
those years, an aging congregation grew to
include many young families and a growing
cradle roll. In 1985, he was appointed to the
Lawrence Park UMC where the congregation
again grew with the addition of many young
families. Then in 1994, he was appointed to
the Summit UMC, where he served until his

retirement in 2013. Retirement did not last
long as he was asked to fill in as an “interim”
pastor of Christ UMC in Erie, filling in a pastor
on medical leave.”
Again a lot of facts are given without
really revealing anything of real interest. So
let me share with you a little of who I am. I
was born and raised in the Weis Library area
of Millcreek. My home church is the Weis
Library UMC, where, as a teen, I received my
call to ministry. While at my first appointment,
I met and then married Becky in 1976. While
in DuBois, Becky got her Masters degree in
Counseling, from IUP. She presently is a
licensed counselor, with an office in the
Frontier Park area of Erie. Becky and I have
three sons, all of them living out-of-state, and
added to this mix are three grandsons.
I am a child of God, and I have found
that my walk of faith has been quite “messy.”
My favorite Biblical character is Jacob, who
wrestled with God throughout his life (Genesis
32), which describes my journey of faith. I am
not perfect and have and will make mistakes.
And my journey has now taken me to Fairview
Presbyterian Church. What awaits is part of
that journey.
Traveling with you,
Pastor Lee

Easter Sunday
We will have ONE service at 10:30 am in
celebration of the Resurrection. There will be
an Easter Egg Hunt for the children at 9:15
am in Mabel Cole Hall, and a breakfast will
be served to all from 9:30 – 10:30 am.

“When Jesus went to the cross, he got
crucified and Satan got nailed!”
—Dr. Harry Wendt

People to Pray for:
Bob Sok is having surgery on April 3 for bladder cancer. Prayers for him, Patti, and their
family.
Rebecca Grimaldi's mom passed away after a lengthy illness on March 20.
Richard Limburg is having breathing problems, and was in the hospital. He is seeing a
Pulminary doctor.
Amy's cousin Lisa Starr is still fighting cancer, and going through more chemo.
Eric Taylor had a large cancerous tumor removed from under his arm, found to be
melanoma. He will be going through chemo for at least 6 months.
Sam Lewis' niece, Jillian, had a cancerous brain tumor removed.
Heather Adams' sister & brother-in-law are going through adoption procedure.
Alex Delgado, a past foreign exchange student of Dick and Gina Case, has been diagnosed
with stomach cancer. He was previously treated for testicular cancer. He will be going through 9
weeks of chemo.
Tom Solvedt Sr is having problems with his legs. He is consulting with a vascular surgeon.
Karen Milewski was diagnosed with breast cancer. She is going through chemotherapy.
Tom & Bev Solvedt's son Tom has been struggling with Lupus, and was diagnosed with
cancer of the esophagus. He is undergoing radiation, then will have chemo.
Joy Stadler has completed radiation for breast cancer and will have chemo every 3 weeks.
Danielle Nies' mom Sharon has grade 4 glioblastoma. She had a tumor removed, and has
been going through chemo. She will have an avastins infusion which blocks the blood flow to where
the tumor was, in hopes it won't grow back.
Continued prayers for Hagan Hetz and his family

Joys to Celebrate!
We have an Interim Pastor! Welcome Lee Pomeroy!

Sunday Youth Group Schedule
April 2 – NO YOUTH GROUP
April 9 – meet at church 4:45 to shop, dinner will be served
April 15 – Senior High only – deliver baskets – time TBA
April 16 – Easter – NO YOUTH GROUP
April 23 – 6 - 8 pm - ADULT LOUNGE
April 30 – Reverse Progressive Dinner – meet at church 3:45 pm
LAST DAY UNTIL FALL!!!

Grady’s Decision Diaper Drive
The youth group appreciates the tremendous support offered by the congregation at our after
church luncheon last month. We would like to extend one more invitation to support our mission
work with Grady’s Decision. The Youth Group will be making Easter Baskets for every family in the
NICU of St. Vincent or Hamot Hospitals over Easter weekend. In the past, in addition to the Easter
baskets, we have given one package of diapers as a token of our love for each family. We will be
collecting newborn diapers (Grady’s Decision says typical the babies grow out of Premie diapers
soon after leaving the hospital). Our collection will go through Palm Sunday, April 9th. If you feel
moved to further support the youth group you can drop diapers off at the church office or leave them
on Jake’s desk in the office area. We cannot adequately express our gratitude for your continued
support of our youth ministries.
Any Questions: Email Jake Tobolewski at: jake.tobolewski@gmail.com

Youth Group Reverse Progressive Dinner
The Youth Group will have their annual Reverse Progressive Dinner on Sunday, April 30. They are
looking for hosts to serve dessert, main entre, soup & salad, and appetizers, in their homes.
If you can help, please call or text Shannon Sanders at 814-462-5270.

Golden Girls
The Golden Girls will meet on Wednesday, April 19, 5:15 pm at Joe Roots.

May Food Pantry
The Food Pantry will be on May 13, due to the Women’s Tea on May 6.

Following Atticus
By
Tom Ryan
What would make an obese (over 300 pounds) acrophobic newspaper editor decide to get a
very small dog (a miniature Schnauzer) and begin mountain climbing? Often a tragedy (loss of a
friend to cancer) motivates heroic actions.
Tom Ryan served as publisher and editor of The Undertoad, a Newburyport, Massachusetts,
newspaper for over ten years. When Atticus M. Finch (vaguely familiar sounding?) entered
Tom’s life under very unusual circumstances, his life path took on an unbelievable direction,
resulting in restored health, hair-raising adventures, a remarkable friendship, and familial
redemption.
Ryan’s book is part memoir (his) and part biography (Atticus’s) as he details the hikes of many
treacherous miles while he and Atticus attempt to climb all 48 of New Hampshire’s fourthousand-foot peaks twice in one winter, this to raise money for a charity and honor the memory
of his late friend.
The once tough newspaperman learns about true freedom of the spirit as he and Atticus achieve
peak after peak, sitting together (Atticus always in the crook of his arm), quietly taking in some of
the world’s beauties that very few persons ever see.
The details of weather, scenery, protective clothing for both, interactions with other hikers,
supplies, and super-charged emotions keep the reader drawn ever deeper into the White
Mountains of New Hampshire.
Judith Johnston

“The soul would have no rainbows if the eyes had no tears.”
—Native American proverb

It’s time to start thinking Easter. Yes, it is late this year, but it gave me the time to get ready for it. I
was surprised to find that not only do I have a Maundy Thursday service to do, but also a Good
Friday one; and here I thought that having two Christmas Eve services were tough. That will be a
very full week for me. As predicted my snow birds are starting to come home and the attendance is
starting to go back up. But like most churches the question of members and giving plagues us just
like everyone else. While we are not out of the woods yet, but we have had an easy winter and
have only had to cancel Ash Wednesday service at Spruce only. Last year I was told that they had
to cancel service 7 times due to weather. Both churches are looking a spring clean-up and are
scheduling both an inside and outside clean up. Pretty much the full membership showed up for the
fall clean up when they had them and I am expecting the same turn out for the spring clean-up.
Each church is starting to show their individualism now. Spruce is ask what can we do that is new
and different and then trying it, while Westminster wants nothing new. It makes it a challenge to try
to keep both services similar but unique for each. It is giving me good practice. All of the
community is looking forward to spring and summer where the campers come back and our
population rises. This is also the month that marks the one year anniversary in which I started
talking to both to take over as their Pastor. Please feel free to stay in contact with me and keep me
and my congregations in your prayers as we will keep you in ours.

Rev. Ken Krause
1384 N. Lake Huron Shore Dr.
P.O. Box 258
Harrisville, MI 48740
kenkrause@al.upsem.edu

Grace & Peace,
Ken

“We have not the reason to despair, quite simply because Christ has risen.”
—Richard John Neuhaus

Expanding Our View of Service
We often think of serving in terms of Matthew 25: supplying food and clothing; caring for the sick,
incarcerated and other “least of these” members of society — serving Jesus in the process. But we
also can serve him with our unique talents and by doing things we love.
For example, Ged King, a barber in England, devotes some of his time off to giving homeless
people free haircuts. Imagine Jesus saying, “For my hair was long and scraggly, and you cut it” —
or “My heart was lonely, and you played music to lift my spirits. I could no longer read small print,
and you read to me. I have to work two jobs, and you invited my child to spend afternoons crafting
with you. My car broke down, and you repaired it.” Then the King will say, “Come, you who are
blessed by my Father … whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me” (Matthew 25:34, 40, NIV; emphasis added).

Christ risen and realized
Author George Thompson tells of a Jewish rabbi’s appeal to Christians during the tumultuous
1930s. On Easter Eve, the rabbi wrote in a newspaper: “I challenge the Christian world to measure
itself by the standards of Christ. As long as any group is judged by its creed or color or country in
place of its character, Christianity is a sacrilege rather than sanctity. To this end, I summon
Christians everywhere to make this Easter to signify Christ realized and not merely Christ risen.”

2017 Graduates
We will be honoring our graduates on Sunday, June 4. If anyone has a High School or College
graduate, please contact Amy in the church office.

SPRING Rummage Sale
Friday, April 7, 9 am – 4 pm
Saturday, April 8, 9 am – 1 pm.
HELP IS NEEDED!!! Sign-up sheets are out for those able to help with the set-up,
Sale, and clean up.
Items (especially for spring & summer) may be dropped off Monday, April 3 through Thursday, April
6 from 9 am until 4 pm. No electronics, please.

Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering
Saturday, April 22, 9:30am – 1:30 pm
Meadville First Presbyterian Church
Material and registration forms are on the table in the Lobby.

Vacation Bible School
The Christian Ed Committee is looking for someone to lead and organize VBS this year. If anyone is
interested, or has any questions, please call Amy in the church office.

Decisions matter
Good and evil both increase at compound interest. That is why the little decisions you and I make every day
are of such infinite importance. The smallest good act today is the capture of a strategic point from which, a
few months later, you may be able to go on to victories you never dreamed of. An apparently trivial
indulgence in lust or anger today is the loss of a ridge or railway line or bridgehead from which the enemy
may launch an attack otherwise impossible.
—C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
“Your children will become what you are, so be what you want them to be.”
—David Bly

In a Different Voice
(A monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnston)
Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary—as America becomes increasingly
diverse, we are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our
ways. Yet, God seems to have spoken to His children in many different places
at very different times. Some of these diverse views will be featured each month
to encourage a healthy curiosity about other spiritual writings and to open us up
to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Animals “are devoted to their offspring, sympathetic to their kindred, affectionate to their mates, selfsubordinating in their community, courageous beyond praise, not because they are morally aware
or morally trained, but because they possess another quality, which can only be called virtue.”
Sir John Arthur Thomson, Professor of Natural History, Aberdeen University
Buddhism takes into full account the animal’s latent capacity for affection, heroism and selfsacrifice. There is in Buddhism more sense of kinship with the animal world, a more intimate feeling
of community with all that lives, than is found in Western religious thought. And this is not a matter
of sentiment, but is rooted in the total Buddhist concept of life.
A group of workers at the University of Rhode Island Graduate School of Oceanography has
obtained proof that fish, although they cannot produce “sound” as we know it, are able to
communicate with one another by means of a variety of underwater vibrations which they produce
by the air-bladders that control their depth in the water, or by the snapping of their fins and
movements of the gills. By the use of tape recorders and underwater cameras, the research group
has been able to establish definitely that certain sounds produced in this way relate to specific
activities and have clearly-defined meanings.
It is a violation of Jewish law to neuter a pet. Hunting is prohibited. Declawing cats and docking the
ears or tails of dogs are forbidden.
Judaism places great stress on proper treatment of animals. Unnecessary cruelty to animals is
strictly forbidden, and in many cases, animals are accorded the same sensitivity as human beings.
This concern for the welfare of animals is unique to Judaism; Christianity does not share this value,
nor did most civilized nations until quite recently. Cruelty to animals was not outlawed until the
1800s.
The Qur’an strongly enjoins Muslims to treat animals with compassion and not to abuse them. The
animals, together with all creatures, are believed to praise God, even if this praise is not expressed
in human language.

Children’s Sunday School
The last day of Sunday School will be May 21. We will honor our teachers and the Youth Group
leaders on that day, along with the choir.

Fairview Presbyterian Church

Sixth Annual Women’s Tea
Tea by the Sea
Saturday, May 6, 2017
1-4 pm in the Fellowship Hall
(Doors open at noon)

Chinese Auction, vendors, sandwiches and sweets,
coffee, and a variety of teas
Guest speaker - local artisan Caroline Knapp
on the history and production of beach glass items

Ticket price - $20
For reservations, please call the church office at
814-474-3914.
4264 Avonia Road
Fairview, PA 16415

Please Note:
The deadline for the next newsletter is the 20th of
May. If you have any information you would like to
put in, please email it to folandjr@gmail.com.
Thank You.

April Birthdays
2
6
7
8
13
16

Julia Ward
Josh Nies
Sara Tobolewski
Ian Miller
Edie Leuschen
Doris Brozell
Rick Eberlin
17 Pat Annegan
Carl Fonticella
18 Gail Comstock
19 Marty Manchester
Estella-Kay Hughes

20
21
22
23
24
25

Ben Lee
Jessica Ives
Sid Manchester
Donna Cammarata
Brody Brosig
Daniel Paden
Joy Stadler
June Welton
26 Eric Zeiser
28 Ann Lewis
Dennis Vogan
30 Charlotte Iszkula

May Birthdays
1

Bryan Tuten
Jared Hanas
2
Lucas Rhoades
4
Linda Tobolewski
6
Collin Crawford
7
Jean Joseph
Sherry Jarvi
8 Chuck Cammarata
Joe Nies
Austin Hughes
Lane Hughes
10 Luke Tobolewski
11 Arlene Miller
Fred Ralph
Emily Crawford
14 Karen Bryant

14 Patricia Goss
15 Ella Wagner
Jackob Hughes
16 Susan Lee
Barb Mucciarone
Brian Hanas
17 Brian McNally
18 Gavin Eberlin
21 Jeff Sanner
Sydney Nelson
Claire Iszkula
Dan Weber
22 Amy Tessier
26 Lisa Dominick
27 Stephanie Borland
30 Heather Nichols

“I’ll believe, in God, when I see some proof that
there actually is one.” Have you ever heard
someone say that, or something similar? Much like
Thomas, the doubting disciple, many people want
to see proof. Unlike Thomas, however, we don’t
usually get any. In John 20:29 we are given
comfort about our lack of proof, “Jesus said to him,
“Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have
believed. Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.”” We are blessed who
believe with little to no proof. But that isn’t
something that will satisfy an unbeliever’s demand
for proof. So, how do we answer them? I’m not
sure we can, at least not without the Lord’s
guidance, but let’s take a look.
I once was engaged in a debate on a Star
Trek fan sight about religion in Star Trek which
quickly devolved into a handful of us trying to
“prove” that God and Jesus existed. I gave up
when someone posted that he would die, turn to
dust and would still be dust when the “real Zefram
Cochrane makes First Contact.” What I learned
from that conversation has steered me toward a
different type of witnessing. But first, here’s my
biggest take away from my Star Trek experience.
Never engage in an argument about
historical evidence. In this case, the definition of
argument would be “a connected series of
statements intended to establish a proposition.”
However, what argument usually becomes is
contradiction, which is “just the automatic
gainsaying of anything the other person says.” It is
never fruitful. You can bring up Josephus but his
references to Jesus will be dismissed as
interpolations by Christian scribes at a later date.
You might mention Simon Greenleaf’s conclusion
that the evidence for the existence of Christ would
stand up in court and have it dismissed because
lawyers can’t be trusted. You cannot win. It
doesn’t matter if you bring up Pliny the Younger,
Lucian or Tacitus they will be dismissed. I know.
I’ve tried. People may say they want proof but they
don’t. It reminds me of the Babel Fish from The
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.
The Babel fish is small, yellow, leechlike, and
probably the oddest thing in the Universe. It feeds
on brainwave energy received not from its own
carrier but from those around it. It absorbs all
unconscious mental frequencies from this

brainwave energy to nourish itself with. It then
excretes into the mind of its carrier a telepathic
matrix formed by combining the conscious thought
frequencies with nerve signals picked up from the
speech centers of the brain which has supplied
them. The practical upshot of all this is that if you
stick a Babel fish in your ear you can instantly
understand anything said to you in any form of
language. The speech patterns you actually hear
decode the brainwave matrix which has been fed
into your mind by your Babel fish.
Now it is such a bizarrely improbable coincidence
that anything so mind-bogglingly useful could have
evolved purely by chance that some thinkers have
chosen to see it as a final and clinching proof of
the NON-existence of God.
The argument goes like this:
`I refuse to prove that I exist,' says God, `for proof
denies faith, and without faith I am nothing.'
`But,' says Man, `The Babel fish is a dead
giveaway, isn't it? It could not have evolved by
chance. It proves you exist, and so therefore, by
your own arguments, you don't. QED.'
`Oh dear,' says God, `I hadn't thought of that,' and
promptly disappears in a puff of logic.
`Oh, that was easy,' says Man, and for an encore
goes on to prove that black is white and gets
himself killed on the next zebra crossing.
-- The Hitchhiker's Guide of the Galaxy, Douglas
Adams
You can’t argue someone to Christ. So, what do
you do? The older I get the more I believe that the
only way to witness to the world is to love people.
Love and live. Love all and live for Christ. Be a
reflection of Him so that others may see Him and
believe. It sounds easy, but you’ll need the Lord’s
guidance to do it.
Each person is different and therefore they each
experience love differently; you’ll need to be
constantly in prayer so that you may love each
person effectively. That being said, the Golden
Rule is a good starting point. “Treat others in the
way you would like to be treated.” I believe that
this is truly the best way to witness. Forget about
finding or providing proof and just be the
proof.
Richard L. Foland Jr.
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